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Guidance Notes
Introduction

Stratford Student Bursaries are funded by a group of committed and generous individuals, foundations and businesses who support Birkbeck’s unique approach to adult education.  The Bursary is a non-repayable grant for Birkbeck Stratford students who meet the eligibility criteria below.
The Bursary is an award which can be made to a student who is not eligible for a Government Fee Grant (PTG1) and wishes to enrol on one of the following: Certificate of Higher Education, Foundation Degree, Undergraduate Degree, a language course (e.g. Portuguese) or Academic English in Stratford. The award will cover the costs of the tuition fees for the 2010/11 academic year and make a small contribution to course costs (30 CATS = £100, 60 CATS = £200, 90 CATS = £300). 
· Students are urged to make an early application since the number of bursaries is limited. 
· Applications and supporting documentation should be sent to:  Birkbeck Stratford Services and Administration Office, Room UH134/135 University House, University of East London, Water Lane, London, E15 4LZ
Eligibility Criteria

You will be eligible to apply for a Bursary if you satisfy ALL of the following criteria:

You must be:
· enrolling on one of the following: Certificate of Higher Education, Foundation Degree, Undergraduate degree, a language course (e.g. Portuguese) or Academic English. 
· enrolling on a minimum of 30 CATS points (the only exception to this is Academic English where students can be funded for 15 CATS points but only if students are signed up to another course of study at Birkbeck)  
· a Home or EU fee student. 
· ineligible for a Government Grant ( PTG1)
· have a gross annual income (as demonstrated on 2009/10 tax year’s P60/s) that falls into one of the categories as detailed in the chart below.
	Personal Status
	Qualifying Gross Annual Income
(including Partner/Spouse)
in order to be eligible for a Stratford Student Bursary

	Single student, no dependent children
	Up to  £30,140

	Single student, one dependent child
	Up to  £32,140

	Single student, two dependent children*
	Up to  £33,140

	Married/Partnered student, no dependent children
	Up to  £32,140

	Married/Partnered  student, one dependent child
	Up to  £34,140

	Married/Partnered student, two dependent children*
	Up to  £35,140


[* If you have more than two dependent children, add an extra £1,000 for each additional child]
Completing the Form

· Please attach photocopied proof of your gross household annual income, including that of your partner/spouse if applicable (e.g. your P60[s] for 2009/10) 

or 
· benefit letter stating you receive one of the following:  Income Support, Council Tax Benefit, Working Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income-based Employer and Support Allowance, Pension Credit.
· please attach a photocopied proof of nationality (e.g. your passport).
If you are providing these supporting documents and the name is different from the one in which you will be registered at Birkbeck, please explain the reasons.

Please return the entire completed application form and supporting documents to: Birkbeck Stratford Services and Administration Office, Room UH134/135 University House, University of East London, Water Lane, London, E15 4LZ
ONLY RETURN THIS FORM IF: 
· you are eligible to apply (see Eligibility Criteria on Page 1).
· you have provided the requested supporting documents.

· you have completed all parts of the form (including declaration on Page 2).
PLEASE NOTE:

As a Bursary Holder, you agree to help Birkbeck with the promotion of such bursaries by attending occasions such as award ceremonies and donor recognition events.
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