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                      Biography

                      My academic training is in economics, but I have worked on public and social policy for most of my professional career. In the 1980s and 1990s, I worked mainly on comparative social policy and held research grants from the (then) UK Department of Social Security and the European Commission. I also worked as a consultant for the World Bank in Moldova and Lithuania. Subsequently, much of my research has been on the EU, including the effects of the single market on social insurance, the impact of anti-discrimination law and the political economy of the euro area. I have also written on pensions policy from a comparative perspective, and in 2018-19 I served on the Joint Expert Panel established to review the valuation of the Universities Superannuation Scheme (USS). Currently my main interests are in technical and expert policy-making, including research into minimum wage commissions, central banks and the role of science in public policy.
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                      Research overview

                      The public is often told that 'there is no alternative' to the adoption of specific economic policies. In the contest for economic resources, partisan political debate is limited to a narrow range of redistributive taxation and spending policies, while many policies with profound effects on economic well-being are made by central bankers, regulators, judges and other experts. In my research, I try to illuminate how decisions affecting economic welfare are assigned between politically-contested and uncontested arenas, and how each arena works in constructing policy alternatives, seeking consensus, and responding to 'irritants' that disrupt prevailing policy settlements. Comparative studies can be revealing about how policy choices are constrained in specific national settings. For example, market-regulatory policies are often more politically contested in the United States than in Europe, while policy-making in the European Union has thrived on non-partisan regulatory methods. Through my research, which is primarily based on case studies of important policy areas, I aim to challenge the view that markets are not 'political' and to show the potential of taking a view of public policy which is not limited to what can be done within the constrained budgetary resources of governments.
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