COLLEGE REGULATIONS FOR INTERNAL STUDENTS AND REGULATIONS FOR DEGREES

2004/05

Notes to the Regulations

1. Purpose

These College Regulations have been drafted to meet the requirements of University Ordinance 15, paragraph 9.

The University of London has confirmed authorisation of the College to award the degrees covered by these Regulations. These Regulations may be amended by the College within the requirements of University Ordinances subject only to annual report to the University.

2. Scope of the Regulations

2.1 These regulations apply to the following degrees and to students registered at Birkbeck College for these degrees:

FdA, FdSc

BA, BSc, BSc (Econ) by course-units

LLB

MA, MFA, MSc and MRes

2.2 The General Regulations contained within these regulations apply also to those students registered at Birkbeck College for the following degrees:

BA in Philosophy

MPhil and PhD

2.3 The examination regulations refer only to college-based examinations.

2.4 These regulations do not apply to external students.

2.5 These regulations should be read in conjunction with the current edition of the College Calendar.

3. Application of the Regulations

These Regulations and any subsequent amendments will apply to all students who are registered at the College for the degrees specified. They will apply to both new and continuing students. The Academic Board has approved procedures for approval, suspension and operation of degree regulations which are set out in Appendix C to the Regulations.

4. Certificates and Diploma

These Regulations do not apply to University Certificates and Diplomas of any kind nor to College Certificates and Diplomas. These are currently the subject of consultation between the University and Colleges in the context of the Ordinances. It is intended that these Regulations will be extended to cover certificates and diplomas in due course.

5. Effective Dates for the Regulations

These Regulations will be effective from the beginning of the academic session 2002/03.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS

1. Degrees

The following are the degrees of the University of London that are awarded by Birkbeck College under

Ordinances 12 and 13:

FOUNDATION DEGREES:

Foundation degree in Arts (FdA)

Foundation degree in Science (FdSc)

FIRST DEGREES:

Bachelor of Arts (BA)

Bachelor of Laws (LLB)

Bachelor of Science (BSc)

Bachelor of Science (Economics) (BSc (Econ))

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT DEGREES:

Master of Arts (MA)

Master of Fine Art (MFA)

Master of Science (MSc)

Master of Research (MRes)

SPECIALIST DOCTORATES:

Doctor in Psychotherapy

RESEARCH DEGREES:

Master of Philosophy (MPhil)

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

2. Publication of Regulations and Amendments

2.1 The College Regulations for Internal Students are published annually in October.

2.2 Amendments to existing College Regulations for Internal Students, which may be approved by Academic Board in the course of a session, will be published in the College Regulations for the following session. Major amendments will normally be incorporated in the published College Regulations for Internal Students not later than the beginning of the session in which they come into force.

2.3 Internal Students proceeding to degrees, diplomas or certificates of the University are subject to the Regulations for Internal Students for the time being in force made by or under the authority of the Academic Board.

2.4 Three terms notice will normally be given before the institution of a degree course not previously offered, or a combined subject degree course in a combination of subjects not previously offered.

2.5 Amendments to the method of examination for degrees, diplomas or certificates of the University will not be recommended to the Academic Board by its committees less than nine months before the date of the examination.

2.6 For course-unit degrees neither the introduction of new courses nor amendment to the method of examination of any existing course shall be approved within nine months of the date of the examination.

2.7 Suspension of College Regulations for Internal Students shall be subject to approval by or on behalf of the Academic Board according to procedures approved by the Academic Board. 

Birkbeck College Regulations 2004/05 6

3. University Entrance Requirements

3.1 In order to be admitted to the College as an Internal Student, a candidate must:

(i) be at least 18 years of age unless the College exceptionally agrees to waive this requirement.

(ii) either be admitted under the special provisions for Foundation degree students or satisfy the general entrance requirements in accordance with the University of London Regulations for University Entrance 1994/95 (and until further notice) which shall apply until determined otherwise by the College.

(iii) satisfy additional requirements where prescribed for admission to specific degree courses. These additional course requirements are referred to under Entry Requirements in the regulations relating to these degrees.

3.2 A candidate will be required to demonstrate a proficiency in the English language to the satisfaction of the College.

4. Admission of Students

Internal Students proceeding to degrees are admitted in one or other of the classes listed in paragraphs

4.1 - 4.5 inclusive below:

4.1 Students admitted under the special provisions for Foundation degree students.

4.2 Undergraduates registered in accordance with the following conditions:

(a) as having satisfied the general entrance and course requirements; and

(b) as pursuing an approved course of study for a First degree of the University in the College.

4.3 Advanced Students registered in accordance with the following conditions:

(a) the provisions of the Advanced Student Regulations; and

(b) as having satisfied the general entrance requirements; and

(c) as pursuing an approved course of study for a First degree of the University in the College.

4.4 Transfer students who are registered in accordance with the following conditions:

(a) as pursuing an approved course of study in the College.

4.5 Postgraduate Students registered in accordance with the following conditions:

(a) the provisions of the Regulations for Master’s degrees, or of the Regulations for the MPhil and

PhD degrees or of the Regulations for Specialist Doctorate degrees; and

(b) as pursuing an approved course of study in the College.

5. Registration Procedure

5.1 Students who wish to proceed to a degree are required to register as Internal Students. Application for registration must be made through the College.

5.2 Except with the special permission of the College,

(a) an Internal Student will not be permitted to register concurrently for more than one degree, diploma or certificate or for any combination of these awards of this University;

(b) nor will any person be registered as an Internal Student of the University while registered as a student for the equivalent qualification of any other university or other institution;

(c) nor will any person, except with special permission of the College, be admitted as a candidate to any examination leading to an award of this University, who has been admitted as a candidate for examination leading to the comparable award of another university or other institution, unless (s)he has pursued separate prescribed courses leading to the examinations concerned.
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5.3 No student who is registered as an External Student or as an Associate Student may be registered concurrently as an Internal Student.

5.4 Except with special permission of the Academic Board,

(a) a person who has entered or re-entered an examination for a first or higher degree, diploma or certificate of the University of London will not be permitted to register for another degree, diploma or certificate of the University, until the examination requirements for the degree entered or reentered are completed;

(b) an Internal Student registered for one degree, diploma or certificate will not be permitted to enter or re-enter the examination for another degree, diploma or certificate of the University.

6. Academic Year

6.1 The term ‘academic year’ normally means the period extending from October to June.

6.2 The word ‘year’ when used without limitations means a calendar year.

7. Communications from the University or the College

Communications sent from the University or the College to an individual student must be regarded as applying to that student only.

8. Applications for Exemptions

Applications to the Academic Board by Internal Students for exemption from any of the Regulations for Internal Students shall be made through the Head of School to which they are attached, and shall not be entertained by the Board unless accompanied by a statement from such Head stating whether (s)he supports the applications or not.

9. Approved Courses of Study

9.1 An approved course of study for a Foundation degree must, in accordance with the University Ordinances, extend over two academic years of full-time study or its equivalent in part-time study and be continuously pursued, unless Academic Board has permitted generally by regulation or in special cases its interruption or reduction on grounds of illness or other adequate cause. (See also paragraphs 9.4 and 9.5 below.)

9.2 An approved course of study for a First degree must, in accordance with the University Ordinances, extend over not less than three academic years and be continuously pursued, unless the Academic Board has permitted generally by regulation or in special cases its interruption or reduction on grounds of illness or other adequate cause. (See also paragraphs 9.3 and 9.4 below.)

Note: In the case of students admitted under the Regulations for Advanced Students the duration of the course of study may be not less than two academic years (See also Section 11).

9.3 The following principles apply:

(a) The award of a First degree of the University of London should imply evidence of:

(i) the graduate’s academic progress in terms of depth of study over the period of full-time study (or its equivalent) normally prescribed for that area of study at university level in the University;

(ii) the graduate’s having followed a coherently structured programme of study;

(iii) the graduate’s ability to study at an advanced level, to assimilate, assess and interpret information and to communicate effectively.
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(b) Provided the criteria in (a) are satisfied a First degree of the University of London may be based on programmes of study that are interdisciplinary or in specialised subject areas or that are designed to meet the particular needs and interests of individual students.

(c) The objectives of intended programmes of study and the criteria against which achievements will be judged should be clearly defined.

(d) If the student is to graduate from the University of London, (s)he must:

(i) meet the prescribed criteria for the award;

(ii) be assessed for the award under the auspices of the University;

(iii) have studied for a minimum of one year, including the final year, under the direction of teachers in the College.

(e) Due regard should be given to the academic currency of studies and examinations at the time of the award of a University of London degree and, to that end the period between first embarking on the studies which will count towards the University of London degree and the date of award should not normally exceed six years (or the part-time equivalent).

9.4 The Academic Board may, at its discretion, permit in special cases the shortening of the course of study for a First degree on grounds of illness or other cause judged adequate.

9.5 The College may, at its discretion, grant an interruption of course of study to a candidate on grounds of illness or other adequate cause for a maximum period of two consecutive years. An application for an interruption of course of study of more than two consecutive years must be made to the Academic Board.

9.6 A student who has been awarded a Bachelor’s degree or any other qualification by the University may not subsequently be awarded the same qualification in the same subject or branch of study.

9.7 Except where the regulations for any award provide otherwise a student who has been awarded a qualification by the University may enter again for that same qualification in a different subject or field of study provided that on each occasion the student shall register de novo and shall comply with all regulations for the qualifications as if (s)he were entering for the first time.

9.8 Subject to the regulations for the qualification in question, a student who has already been awarded a qualification may register for a supplementary course of study under the regulations for that same qualification and may enter the corresponding examination after a period of study which will be prescribed in each case. Students who complete a supplementary course and pass the corresponding examination will be provided with a statement which will include the following information:

(a) Name of student

(b) Qualification already obtained

(c) Period of supplementary study

(d) Standard of honours or other mark of distinction attained (where appropriate)

(e) School or Institution attended

(f) Examinations passed.

9.9 All questions relating to the modification of courses of study by students or to the granting of exemptions from such courses, except in so far as they are dealt with in the foregoing regulations shall stand referred to the Academic Board.

10. Regulations for Credit Transfer: Students Registered for First Degrees of the University Undertaking Study Elsewhere

The following provisions are not applicable in respect of students registered under the Regulations for Advanced Students (section 11) or the Regulations for Students transferring to the University to complete a First degree (section 12).

10.1 These Regulations may be applicable at the discretion of the College in respect of any student registered for a First degree.
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10.2 The College may permit a student to spend not more than one year of his/her course, other than the first year, in another institution of University status in the United Kingdom or abroad and may exempt him/her from the University of London courses that would have been taken in that year or part thereof provided:

(a) that the institution has been approved for this purpose by the Academic Board; and

(b) that in the opinion of the student’s teachers the study carried out in that institution forms a coherent whole with the remainder of the course; and

(c) that any arrangements for the assessment of the student’s performance at examinations in respect of the courses followed at that institution to be accepted in lieu of the prescribed University of London examinations have been approved for this purpose by the Academic Board.

10.3 Examination exemptions and credits may be granted in accordance with paragraphs 10.4, 10.5 and 10.6 below but shall be subject to the following:

(a) the conditions specified in paragraph 10.2 above; and

(b) a maximum exemption from examinations for courses to a value of four course-units or from those elements of the examination which the student would have taken in the year or part thereof (s)he spent at another institution; and

(c) the requirement that the standard attained by the student is at least equivalent to that achieved by a student following the normal course.

10.4 For students registered for a degree course under course-unit or College-sponsored Regulations, the College shall determine what exemptions (if any) from College examinations may be granted to the student.

10.5 For students registered for a degree under University-sponsored Regulations, the relevant University Board of Studies shall determine on application from the College what exemptions (if any) from University of London examinations may be granted to the student.

10.6 The relevant Board of Examiners shall determine what marks or grades (if any) shall be credited to the student by virtue of the assessment made in lieu of the prescribed College or University of London examinations.

11. Graduates of the University of London and other Advanced Students: Regulations for Advanced Students Proceeding to a First Degree

11.1 These Regulations may be applicable at the discretion of the College to a student applying for registration for any First degree.

11.2 An Advanced Student may be exempted from part of a course of study for a First degree of the University and may be exempted additionally from part of the examinations prescribed for a First degree of the University in accordance with the provisions set out in paragraphs 11.3 to 11.10 below.

11.3 Graduates of the University of London may be registered and granted exemption and a shortened period of study under the Regulations for Advanced Students for a degree under these Regulations in a field of study other than that which they already hold a degree provided that the field of study (see section 8, Regulations for First Degrees Based on Course Units) is not the same as the subject(s) of the First degree. Any course-unit examinations taken must be considered substantially different from examinations already passed.

11.4 Graduates of other universities and those holding other qualifications specified in the Regulations for Advanced Students may apply to be registered under the Regulations for Advanced Students. Those who are granted the status of Advanced Student will also be granted exemption from course-units and a shortened period of study in accordance with paragraph 11.8 below.
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11.5 A person who has obtained one of the qualifications listed in Schedule A below may be accepted by the College as an Advanced Student and will be permitted to enter the second year and complete the course for a First degree of the University in not less than two academic years:

SCHEDULE A: Qualifications eligible to be considered under Regulations for Advanced Students

(a) a degree of a university in the United Kingdom or the Cranfield Institute of Technology or the Royal College of Art;

(b) the Diploma in Technology awarded by the National Council for Technological Awards;

(c) a degree of the Council for National Academic Awards;

(d) a Certificate in Education, obtained in or after 1962, awarded after a course of study (normally extending over not less than three academic years) in a College of Education in England or Wales (candidates who have obtained the Certificate in Education since 1962 after following a shortened course will also be required to satisfy the College in respect of their general education and training);

(e) a Certificate in Education awarded by a College of Education in Scotland or Northern Ireland obtained in or after 1950;

(f) a Higher National Certificate (together with at least one Supplementary Certificate) or a Higher National Diploma;

(g) a BEC, TEC Higher Diploma or a BTEC Higher National Diploma;

(h) Parts I and II of the Examinations of the Council of Engineering Institutions;

(i) GRSC Part I examination of the Royal Society of Chemistry;

(j) the Associateship of King’s College diploma taken prior to 1980;

(k) the Diploma in Theology (or the Academic or External or Extra-Mural Diploma in Theology) of the University of London;

(l) Fellowship of the Library Association of the United Kingdom;

(m) the Diploma in Theology of Queen’s University, Belfast;

(n) a Higher or Professional Diploma of the Hong Kong Polytechnic;

(o) a Diploma of Higher Education of a university in the United Kingdom or of the Council for National Academic Awards;

(p) a degree of a university outside the United Kingdom;

(q) any other qualification obtained by written examination which is approved by the College for registration as an Advanced Student.

11.6 Where a student has been accepted by the College under the above regulations as an Advanced Student, the College may grant him/her exemption from courses and examinations in accordance with the relevant provisions set out in the regulations for the degree for which (s)he is registered.

11.7 The College may consider for registration as an Advanced Student a person who has qualifications other than those listed in Schedule A and/or experience relevant to the course. Such a person will be required to sit a qualifying examination. The College will consider each application on its merits. A person accepted by the College as an Advanced Student will be permitted to complete the course for a First degree of the University in not less than two years and may also be granted exemptions from courses and examinations in accordance with the relevant provisions set out in the regulations for the degree for which (s)he is registered.

11.8 Exemptions granted to Advanced Students registered under paragraphs 11.3 and 11.4 above shall not exceed the value of four course-units for students entering the second year of the course and shall not exceed the value of eight course-units for students entering the third year of a four year course, and shall only be given where the College is satisfied that the total combination of courses to be completed, taken together with those from which the candidate is to be exempted, represent a coherent programme for the degree. The College will grant exemption only when a candidate has already passed an examination of an equivalent standard in the same subject.
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11.9 Except insofar as these Regulations otherwise provide, students registered as Advanced Students shall comply with all relevant regulations.

11.10 Graduates of the University of London may also be registered de novo for a degree under these Regulations. A student registering de novo for a degree will not be eligible for exemption from any of the course and examinations nor for a reduction in his/her period of study. In satisfying the requirements for a degree by course-units such students will be required to complete to the satisfaction of the College courses valued at a minimum of nine units in a subject or degree programme substantially different from the Bachelor’s degree previously awarded. Any course-unit examinations taken must be substantially different from an examination already passed. [Note: Graduates of the University of London who do not wish to register under paragraph 11.3 of these Regulations but who wish to enter further examinations based on course-units may alternatively proceed under the Regulations for Supplementary Courses and Honours in a Different Field of Study (see section 13, Regulations for First Degrees Based on Course Units).]

12. Regulations for Credit Transfer: Students Transferring to the University to Complete a First Degree [A student who already holds a degree may not be granted exemptions in respect of that degree or part thereof under these Regulations. Graduates are eligible for consideration and admission as Advanced Students under the Regulations for Advanced Students proceeding to a First Degree.]

University Ordinances require that provisions for students to transfer with credit into University of London First degrees shall ensure that the minimum period of study in the College shall normally be not less than two years full-time (or the part-time equivalent); and that in no case shall the minimum period be less than one year full-time (or the part-time equivalent), that year being the final year of the degree programme and such cases to be regarded as exceptional and subject to special consideration by the College.

12.1 These Regulations may be applicable, at the discretion of the College, to a student applying for registration for any First degree provided the scheme to be used in considering such applications has been approved by the Academic Board.

12.2 Acceptability for credit transfer of work undertaken in other institutions within or outside the University of London does not confer right of entry to any course in the College. Decisions on admission, including decisions on crediting previous periods of study and examinations, remain at the discretion of the College.

12.3 The same period of study and examinations cannot be credited towards the award of a degree of the University of London and a degree of another institution.

12.4 A Transfer Student may be exempted from part of a course of study for a First degree of the University and may be exempted additionally from part of the examinations prescribed for a First degree of the University and given associated credits in accordance with the provisions set out in paragraphs 12.5-12.9 below.

12.5 The credits granted to a student transferring to a degree based on course-units shall not exceed in value four course-units per year of full-time study (or its part-time equivalent) previously completed; a student transferring to any other degree shall not be credited with courses and examinations other than those which would have been taken by an Internal Student at the same point in the course of study for that degree.

12.6 The following categories of person may be admitted as Transfer Students:

(a) a person who has attended part of a First degree course elsewhere in the United Kingdom and who has successfully completed parts of that course of study relevant to the course to be followed at the College;
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(b) a person who has been registered for at least one year as an External Student of the University of London and is still so registered on a course of study for a First degree relevant to that which he or she wishes to follow as an internal student;

(c) a person who has been pursuing a course of study for a degree or qualification of equal rank outside the United Kingdom within twenty-four months of his/her application to the College;

(d) a person who has a range of qualifications given a credit rating by Birkbeck College or any other recognised higher education institution;

(e) a person who has obtained by examination Open University credits;

(f) a person who has obtained a University of London Extra-Mural Diploma or Certificate, other than a Certificate or Diploma awarded for a course designated as an Access Course. A list of such courses may be obtained from the Faculty of Continuing Education at Birkbeck College;

(g) a person who has obtained an Extra-Mural sessional certificate or certificates with the grade of pass or better towards an Extra-Mural Diploma or Certificate other than those excepted in (f) above, subject to such a person being granted exemption from course-work and examinations and associated credits for an appropriate number of course-units not exceeding four.

12.7 When assessing a Transfer Student for exemption from part of the course of study, the related examinations and associated credits towards the University of London degree, the following criteria shall be taken into consideration:

(a) details of courses taken and examinations passed at the institution or institutions which the applicant has previously attended, certified by the appropriate officer or officers of that institution or those institutions, and the relevance of those courses and examinations to the course the student wishes to follow at the College;

(b) details of the proposed course of study at the College, including the recommended length of the course of study and any recommendations for exemptions from examinations in respect of examinations previously passed in the course of the student’s studies which are of a similar standard and content to those from which exemption is sought;

(c) the credits granted to a student transferring to a degree based on course-units shall not exceed in value four course-units per year of full-time study (or its part-time equivalent); a student transferring to any other degree shall be credited only with those courses and examinations which would have been taken by an Internal Student at the same point in the course of study for that degree;

(d) the study previously undertaken must be such as to allow a smooth transition into the appropriate year of the course of study;

(e) the reasons given for transfer and observations made on these by the institution most recently attended. The applicant must have been eligible, on academic grounds, to continue study at his or her previous institution;

(f) the length of study the student has undertaken to date;

(g) where a student has completed part of a year, the practicality of exempting the student from relevant courses whilst making arrangements for the student to sit the appropriate examinations;

(h) examinations passed while registered as an External Student which are common with, or recognised as being equivalent to, those of Internal Students.

12.8 The following shall apply:

A School may sponsor a recommendation for transfer of credit under these Regulations for

(i) up to four course-units (or the equivalent) of credit subject only to reference to and concurrence of the Chair of the relevant Degrees Committee or to such other person or Panel appointed for the purpose;

(ii) more than four or up to six course-units (or the equivalent) of credit subject to the consideration and approval of the relevant Degrees Committee or any Panel appointed by the Degrees Committee for the purpose provided that the School cites the reasons for the transfer (e.g. a student leaving full-time study for financial, family, health or similar reasons) and certifies that it is satisfied that the continuation of study towards a degree of this College is in accordance with the principles applying to First degrees and the maintenance of academic standards of the degree in question;

(iii) more than six and up to eight course-units only in the most exceptional cases where a full case must be made in support of the recommendation to the relevant Degrees Committee and full documentation must be made available for reference and consideration;

(iv) all cases referred in accordance with (i), (ii) or (iii) above to the Degrees Committee for consideration must be accompanied by a statement defining the Scheme for the Awards of Honours (or amended Scheme) that it is proposed should apply to the student, noting that the restrictions imposed by para 7.4 of the Regulations for Degrees Based on Course-Units require that:

When a student is exempted from any course-unit examination under these Regulations the examiners will assess his/her class of Honours entirely upon his/her performance in the course examinations in which (s)he is examined.

12.9 Except insofar as these Regulations otherwise provide, students registered as Transfer Students shall comply with all relevant regulations.

13. Entry and Re-entry to Examinations

13.1 No student will be admitted to an examination as an Internal Student unless the certificate (on his/her examination entry form) of having attended the appropriate course of study therefore in accordance with the regulations shall have been completed by the authorities of the College.

13.2 A candidate shall enter the examination(s) in accordance with the provisions of the individual course regulations and the approved timetables of examinations. Permission to defer the examination or any part of the examination, including submission of an essay, project, dissertation or other written work, may only be granted for reasons judged adequate in the particular case at the discretion of the College.

Application for permission to defer examination(s) shall be made in the case of summer examinations at least fourteen days in advance of the first examination or by 1 May whichever is the earlier, or in the case of September examinations by 1 August. Application must be made in writing to the Programme Director of the programme for the degree or diploma for which the student is registered. The Programme Director shall exercise on behalf of the College the discretion to grant or refuse such applications and may consult as necessary before doing so and may require the submission of documentary evidence in support of the application.

In cases where permission is granted to defer the examination until the following year the relevant examination entries shall be designated as ‘withdrawn’ and the candidate will be required to submit entries for the examination(s) on an examination entry form in the following year. All other candidates will be regarded as having made an entry or re-entry, except that in the case of illness or other adequate cause for which certification must be provided a candidate may be permitted at the discretion of the College to withdraw his/her entry to the examination in the week before the commencement of the examination and up to and including the date of his/her first paper provided that (s)he has not entered the examination hall. Candidates who do not attend an examination or who do not submit written work without being granted permission to defer or withdraw their examination entry shall be deemed to have failed the examination on that occasion.

13.3 An Internal Student who enters or re-enters for any part of an examination for a First degree or diploma shall be examined in accordance with such regulations as may be current when (s)he enters for examination.

13.4 At the discretion of the Academic Board special arrangements may be made for a candidate who is ill or otherwise disabled to take his/her examination. Applications under this Regulation should be made to the College as early as possible after registration and must reach the Examinations Officer no later than six weeks before the date of the candidate’s first examinations test. Applications received after this date will only be considered in the case of sudden illness or accidental injury. University of London procedures for the consideration of special examination arrangements for reasons of disability shall apply until determined otherwise by the College.

13.5 A certificate of attendance at an approved course of study for an Intermediate or Final Pass examination shall certify, subject to any exemptions granted under these Regulations, that the student has attended an approved instruction-course in each subject in which (s)he presents him/herself for examination, to the satisfaction of the teachers concerned, such attendance being attested by the authorities approved for the purpose at the College.

13.6 A certificate of attendance for an Honours examination shall certify that the course of study has been pursued to the satisfaction of the teachers, in so far as they are severally concerned. The certificate shall be attested by the Registrar of the College.

13.7 If dissatisfied with the conduct or diligence of any student the certifying authority may withhold a certificate of attendance either temporarily or permanently.

13.8 If the attendance of a student, through illness or other exceptional circumstances, shall fall short of the requirements set forth in the foregoing regulations, (s)he shall only be admitted to examination after special application made on his/her behalf by the authorities of the School or Institution to which (s)he is attached.

13.9 To be eligible for the award of a diploma a candidate must satisfy the examiners in the examination prescribed for the course within a period of two years from the satisfactory completion of the prescribed period of study. This period of two years may be extended at the discretion of the College.

13.10 Illness

13.10.1 Foundation Degrees and First Degrees

For Aegrotat provisions for candidates for Foundation degrees and First degrees (where applicable), see the individual degree regulations.

13.10.2 Master’s Degrees

For the special provisions for candidates for Master’s Degrees, see the General Regulations for Master’s Degrees.

13.11 Re-entry

13.11.1 With the exception of candidates for Foundation degrees and candidates for course-unit degrees a candidate who at his/her first entry does not complete successfully an examination for a First degree, or, where appropriate, any part of an examination for a First degree, may re-enter for the relevant examination, on such conditions as may be prescribed in the regulations for the particular degree, on not more than three occasions. When such re-entry would involve further attendance at the College, a candidate may re-enter the relevant examination only with the agreement of the College. Reentry on a fourth occasion will only be permitted by the Academic Board in individual cases after special application made on the candidate’s behalf by the Head of the candidate’s School.

13.11.2 A candidate for a Foundation degree or for a course-unit degree who at his/her first entry does not successfully complete an examination may, subject to the original or a strictly comparable course still being examined at the College re-enter for the relevant examination on such conditions as may be prescribed in the regulations for the degree, on not more than two occasions. When such re-entry would involve further attendance at the College, a candidate may re-enter the relevant examination only with the agreement of the College. Re-entry on a third occasion will only be permitted by the Academic Board in individual cases after special application made on the candidate’s behalf by the Head of the candidate’s School.

13.11.3 Except where provision for re-entry is specified in the individual course regulations, a candidate who does not at his/her first entry successfully complete the examination for a diploma or part of the examination for a Diploma for which (s)he has entered may, subject to the agreement of the College when such re-entry would involve further attendance at the College, re-enter that examination on one occasion.

13.11.4 Re-entry to an examination for a First degree or diploma or any part of an examination for a First degree or diploma must be made at the next following examination for which the candidate is eligible unless the College determines that a candidate may defer re-entry until a subsequent examination as prescribed in the relevant course regulations.

13.11.5 A student who re-enters for an examination will pay to the College the re-entry fee prescribed.

14. Examination Tests

14.1 The questions and other tests at all examinations in the College will be so selected as duly to represent any different schools of thought or modes of dealing with the subject which may exist among Teachers of the University.

14.2 At any examination in which there is a practical examination in any experimental science subject, a candidate must satisfy the examiners in both the practical and written parts of the examination.

14.3 (a) Candidates at any examination by written papers taken under supervision and within a defined time limit or at any practical, oral or similar examination are permitted to use only such books, notes, instruments or other materials or aids as are specifically permitted by the appropriate authority for the examination in question.

(b) Where candidates are permitted to use their own electronic calculators at examinations, the machine to be used must be of the hand-held type, quiet in operation and compact, and must have its own power supply. Candidates are entirely responsible for ensuring that their machines are in working order for their examinations and for providing in advance for alternative means of calculating in the event of the calculator failing during the examination. When candidates use electronic calculators at examinations they must state clearly on their examination scripts the name and type of machine use. The unauthorised use of material stored in a pre-programmable memory will constitute cheating.

14.4 Except as provided in paragraph 14.3 above, no books, notes, instruments or other materials or aids whatsoever may be introduced into an examination room or be handled or consulted during an examination. Any such materials or aids in the possession of the candidate on entry to the examination room shall be deposited immediately with the Invigilator.

14.5 Any unauthorised materials or aids introduced by a candidate into an examination room must upon request be surrendered to the Invigilator. Any aids so surrendered may be handed over by the Invigilator to the College which may make copies thereof, and the original aids (together with all such copies) may be retained by the College at its absolute discretion.

14.6 Candidates shall not, unless expressly so authorised, pass any information from one to another during an examination nor shall any candidate act in collusion with another candidate or other person or copy from another candidate or engage in any similar activity.

14.7 At any examination by written papers taken under supervision or where the regulations for any qualification provide for part of an examination to consist of ‘take-away’ papers, essays or other work written in a candidate’s own time, coursework assessment or any similar form of test the work submitted by the candidate must be his/her own and any quotation from the published or unpublished works of other persons must be duly acknowledged.

14.8 Failure to observe any of the provisions of paragraphs 14.3 (a) and (b), 14.4, 14.5, 14.6 or 14.7 above will constitute an examination offence. All examination offences will be treated as cheating or irregularities of a similar character under the University of London Regulations for Proceedings in respect of Examination Irregularities. Under these Regulations candidates found to have committed an offence may be excluded from all further examinations of the University and, or, of the College.

14.9 All answers to examination questions must be written in English unless instructions are given to the contrary.

14.10 All examination scripts are the property of the College and will not be returned to candidates.

14.11 Save where the regulations for any particular award otherwise provide, essays submitted in lieu of written papers, and dissertations reports, practical and laboratory note books and field reports are returnable to candidates. Material will be returned in accordance with the instructions issued by the College. This applies only to College-based examinations.

14.12 Essays, Reports and Dissertations

The above terms are frequently used in regulations for awards of the University and, except where the regulations for any particular award otherwise provide, have the following meanings:

(a) An Essay: A brief description and discussion (normally not exceeding 7,500 words), probably based on secondary sources, of a particular topic within a field of study.

(b) A Report: An account (normally not exceeding 10,000 words) of the study of a specified topic based on experiments, observations or review of literature. A relevant bibliography would normally be expected.

(c) A Dissertation: An ordered and critical exposition of existing knowledge in any field or part of a field of study. It may vary in length but should not normally exceed 30,000 words unless otherwise stated in the regulations for a specific degree. There should be evidence that the field has been surveyed thoroughly. A full bibliography and references would normally be required.

15. Conditions of Admission to a Degree, Diploma or Certificate

15.1 To be admitted to a degree, diploma or certificate a candidate must:

(a) have completed to the satisfaction of the College the course of study prescribed in the regulations for the particular award for which (s)he is registered;

(b) have been examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for that degree, diploma or certificate and shown a competent knowledge in the examination as a whole. [For degree requirements for course-unit degrees, see the relevant regulations.]

15.2 If a student has entered for the last examination necessary to qualify for admission to a degree, diploma or certificate of the University, but the authorities of a College, or of a Central Activity or of the University Library, or the University Accountant notify the Registrar that (s)he has not settled with them or made acceptable arrangements to settle any account outstanding, no report will be made on the result of the examination until the same authority certifies that payment has been made in full.

16. Examination Marks

The marks and/or grades obtained by candidates at examinations for degrees and diplomas for Internal Students will be routinely issued to candidates in confidence for their personal information following the examination concerned.

17. Representations from Candidates concerning Examination Results

The University will consider representations made on the grounds of administrative error or where there is concern that the examination may not have been conducted in accordance with the relevant Instructions and/or regulations. Any representation should be addressed in the first instance to the Director of External and Internal Student Administration in the case of University-based examinations or the Registrar of the College in the case of College-based examinations. There is no procedure for the consideration of appeals against the results of examinations on academic grounds. Any representation by or on behalf of a candidate must be submitted in writing within six weeks of the date of notification of results to the candidate.

REGULATIONS FOR FOUNDATION DEGREES

These Regulations apply to the following degrees awarded to Internal Students of Birkbeck College:

Foundation degree in Arts (FdA)

Foundation degree in Science (FdSc)

Definition of Terms

In these Regulations the following terminology will apply:

(a) A Foundation degree will be awarded by Birkbeck College to a student who has satisfactorily completed the prescribed course of study which is an academically coherent programme of study, followed over a period of time, normally eight terms of part-time study equivalent to two years full time, which is designed to ensure:

(i) a critical understanding of the concepts and principles of the area of study and the way in which these have developed;

(ii) a knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in the area of study and an ability to evaluate their application;

(iii) an ability to apply underlying concepts and principles within a wider context; and (iv) the acquisition of skills relevant to employment.

Assessment for a Foundation degree will ensure the confirmation of achievement by a student of a satisfactory overall standard in:

(i) command of an appropriate body of skills and knowledge;

(ii) ability to use a range of techniques to analyse information and propose solutions to problems, especially within a work context;

(iii) ability to communicate effectively information, arguments and analysis;

(iv) ability to progress to the final stage of an appropriate honours degree course; and

(v) ability to undertake further training to develop existing knowledge and skills.

(b) module - a module is a prescribed section of teaching and study which is separately examined; a module for a Foundation degree programme may be a course to which a course-unit value has been assigned under the Regulations for First Degrees Based on Course-Units or may be an assessed course approved as part of a programme for a University of London Extra-Mural award, or may be any other assessed course approved by the College as part of a programme for a Foundation degree; a Foundation degree programme shall normally include at least four modules which are also course-units common to First degree programmes;

(c) degree programme - a degree programme is a combination of modules approved by a School for an individual student; all Foundation degree programmes shall be designed so as to enable students passing at a sufficient level to progress to the final years of at least one specified cognate Birkbeck Honours First degree programme;

(d) completion of a module - completion of a module must be understood to include taking the examination and/or completing any other form of prescribed assessment as defined under paragraphs 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3.

(e) Examinations, and consideration of candidates for the award of Foundation degrees shall be conducted under the aegis of the relevant College Board of Examiners for First degrees and in accordance with procedures and schemes approved by the relevant College Board of Examiners.

1. Entry Requirements

1.1 Candidates for admission to Foundation degree programmes must be at least 18 years of age but are not required to satisfy the general entry requirements for First degrees. Admission to Foundation degree programmes shall be based on a judgement by the School(s) of the likelihood of each candidate's ability to complete the programme successfully and to derive benefit from the programme.

Account will be taken of all relevant information which may include:

The applicant's personal statement

Assessment at interview

Performance in written tasks or other tests set for admissions purposes

Other evidence of the applicant's performance or potential

Relevant work experience

2. Credit Transfer and Prior Learning

2.1 Holders of University of London Extra-Mural Certificates and Diplomas, and applicants who hold certification of passes gained in assessed courses run by the Birkbeck Faculty of Continuing Education and applicants who have gained passes in course-units within the University of London or the equivalent components of degree programmes of a recognised University will be considered for exemption from one or more modules of the prescribed Foundation degree programme and for credit of the equivalent passes in the assessment for the Foundation degree. Relevant work experience will be evaluated and where in the judgement of the admitting School(s) it is appropriate to do so, exemption may be granted from one or more modules at pass grade in respect of accredited prior learning.

2.2 Holders of First degrees or professional qualifications may apply and be considered by a School, for exemption from not more than four modules of an approved Foundation degree programme and be credited with the equivalent passes.

2.3 Where appropriate, students who are granted exemptions from modules of the prescribed Foundation degree programme may also be prescribed a shortened course of study to complete the Foundation degree in less than eight terms of further study.

3. Period of Study

Save as provided elsewhere in these Regulations, the minimum period of study for a Foundation degree is eight terms of part-time study. The period of study shall be continuous unless the College has permitted generally by regulations (see paragraph 9.3 of the General Regulations) or in special cases its interruption.

4. Modules and Programmes of Study

4.1 Before any module can become valid as leading to a Foundation degree, the College must approve its scope, form of assessment and value.

4.2 The College will decide what combinations of modules students may follow. The College may determine that the course to be followed for any module may take place at another institution provided the College is satisfied as to the quality and standards of the course. Combinations of modules must in the opinion of the College form an academically coherent programme of study.

4.3 Students will not normally be permitted to follow modules valued at more than three course-units, or the equivalent, in any one year. Where a student follows a module during the summer vacation, the value of that module shall be assigned to either the previous or next year as appropriate, but in neither year may the total exceed the maximum of three course-units or the equivalent.

4.4 Programmes of study shall be designed so as to include in the latter stages of the programme at least four course-units which are common to First degree programmes and which prepare students who gain sufficient marks in those course-units to progress, subsequent to the award of a Foundation degree, to the final two years of a Birkbeck Honours First degree programme (see paragraph 10.1).

5. Examinations

5.1 The examination for each module shall be held on one occasion in each year and will consist of one or more of the following:

(a) written examination(s);

(b) practical examination(s);

(c) essays and/or reports;

(d) adequate written accounts of experimental, practical, project or field work;

(e) course-work, including case studies;

(f) presentations.

In addition to the above compulsory element the course examination may contain:

(g) multiple-choice questions;

(h) oral examination(s);

(i) assessment(s) of other aspects of a candidate’s performance during a course.

In determining the results of the examination the examiners will take account of a candidate’s ability to express his/her knowledge in a clear, concise, reasoned and analytical fashion.

5.2 A candidate entering an examination for a module must be examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for that module. Therefore (unless prevented by illness or other adequate cause for which certification must be provided) a candidate must take each prescribed test and submit sufficient work to enable him/her to be examined.

5.3 Examiners may also test any candidate by means of an oral examination which may cover the candidate’s entire field of study.

5.4 The separate parts of an examination on any module may be held during the course or at any time after the end of the prescribed period of study for that module. The College will inform its students of the dates of entry, the times and places of the College examinations and the dates on which results will be published.

5.5 A pass list giving the result of the examination will be published on the appropriate date. The College may, at its own discretion, publish graded pass lists.

5.6 A candidate who has passed a module examination may not repeat that examination nor may (s)he subsequently enter any module examination for the Foundation degree which is deemed to overlap a module examination which (s)he has already taken and passed.

5.7 A candidate who through illness, or other cause acceptable to the College, is prevented from attending any module examination in any year, other than the final year of his/her degree programme, may apply to the Registrar of the College to be alternatively assessed under the following conditions:

(a) assessment will be by any of the examination methods listed above (see 5.1(a) to (i)) and selected at the discretion of the examiners;

(b) any such assessment shall take place at a time to be determined by the College but not later than six months from the date of the examination from which the candidate was absent;

(c) the total value of modules which may be alternatively assessed during a candidate’s period of study may not exceed two and a half course-units or the equivalent thereof.

5.8 A candidate who at their first entry fails to satisfy the examiners in an examination or assessment for a module shall not be permitted more than two further re-entries to the examination or assessment.

6. Degree Requirements

6.1 To be admitted to a Foundation degree under these regulations a candidate must:

(a) have completed to the satisfaction of the College modules valued at a minimum of eight course units or the equivalent, including in the latter stages of the programme at least four course-units selected from those designated as being part of a First degree programme, and to have satisfied the examiners in all modules;

(b) have been examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for each module.

Candidates granted credits may be granted exemption from certain courses and the corresponding examinations (see section 2).

6.2 In accordance with University Ordinances candidates who complete the requirements of the award of a Foundation degree shall be considered for the award of the Foundation degree with a mark of Pass, Merit or Distinction.

7. Field of Study

7.1 The examiners shall determine the field of study in accordance with the guidelines laid down in paragraph 7.4 below.

7.2 The field of study shall be descriptive of the courses included in a foundation degree curriculum but it shall be based only on a consideration of those modules the examinations of which have been passed. The levels of pass are not relevant to the determination of the field of study.

7.3 The College is responsible for determining curricula which might be described by various fields of study. This generally means defining a minimum number of modules in a subject, before that subject is regarded as the field of study or as a constituent of the field of study.

7.4 Except where a single subject is appropriate, the subjects named in the field shall be determined as follows:

(a) where appropriate, comprehensive titles will be used, for example, Biological Sciences, Combined Sciences, etc.;

(b) where two subjects studied (see paragraph 7.2) have approximately equal importance and the subject mentioned second has a minimum value of three course-units/modules or one-third of the curriculum, whichever is the less, the conjunction ‘and’ will be used;

(c) where a subject has been taken with an essential supporting subject, ‘with’ will be used; the supporting subject will be expected to have a minimum value of two course-units/modules, or one-quarter of the curriculum, whichever is the less; the main subject in this case will have a minimum value of four course-units, or one-half of the curriculum, whichever is the less;

(d) where it is inappropriate to describe a curriculum in terms of one or two subjects or by a comprehensive title as in (a) above, the degree will be awarded without reference to a field.

8. Transfer from Registration under Other Regulations

A student of the College who transfers from registration for a qualification awarded by the College under other regulations to registration for a Foundation degree under these Regulations prior to the commencement of the final year may, if the College approves, be credited with some course-units on account of the work which (s)he has done and the examinations which (s)he has passed under other regulations.

9. Aegrotat Provisions

9.1 Where a candidate has completed his/her full period of study and (a) is absent through illness or other causes judged sufficient by the Academic Board, such as death of a near relative, from examinations during his/her final year or (b) though present at the examination considers that his/her performance has been adversely affected by any of the above reasons, an application for his/her case to be considered under these provisions may be submitted to the Registrar of the College who if the application is in accordance with the regulations will forward it to the appropriate Board of Examiners.

The application must be accompanied by a medical certificate or other statement of the grounds on which it is made and must be submitted as soon as possible and within six weeks from the last date of the course examination(s) to which the application refers.

9.2 If a candidate has satisfied the requirements for the award of a Foundation degree as laid down in paragraph 6.1, the examiners shall recommend the award of the degree with an overall mark based on their assessment of the work actually presented, but taking into account the adverse circumstances of the candidate.

9.3 A candidate for whom an application has been submitted to the examiners under paragraph 8.1, will be considered for the award of an Aegrotat Foundation degree only if the examiners have been unable, under paragraphs 6.1 and 8.2, to recommend the award of a Foundation degree. In such a case the examiners, having considered the work which the candidate has submitted at the examination or in such part of the examination as (s)he has attended, if any, records of the candidate’s performance during the course, and assessment provided by the candidate’s teachers, will determine whether evidence has been shown to their satisfaction that, had (s)he completed the examination in normal circumstances, the candidate would clearly have reached a standard (and completed the necessary module assessments) which would have qualified him/her for the award of the degree. Where the examiners are so satisfied the candidate will be informed that (s)he is eligible to apply for the award of an Aegrotat Foundation degree, and if so, that (s)he may either:

(a) apply for the award of the Aegrotat Foundation degree;

or

(b) not apply but re-enter examinations for which (s)he is eligible at the next normal date with a view to completing the requirements for the award of a degree.

9.4 Upon an eligible candidate making application for an Aegrotat Foundation degree (s)he will be informed that the degree has been conferred.

9.5 A candidate who under paragraph 8.4 above has applied for the award of an Aegrotat Foundation degree will not be eligible thereafter to re-enter for the examination for the Foundation degree.

9.6 On re-entry for the Foundation degree a candidate who under paragraph 8.3 above has been informed that (s)he is eligible to apply for the award of an Aegrotat degree ceases to be eligible so to apply.

9.7 Holders of an Aegrotat Foundation degree may apply for permission to proceed to an Honours degree programme in accordance with the appropriate regulations, admission being subject to the academic judgement and agreement of the relevant School(s) concerned.

10. Issue of Diplomas

10.1 A diploma for the relevant Foundation degree under the seal of the University will be dispatched to each successful candidate who is awarded the degree. The diploma will record the field of study, where appropriate.

10.2 The date of the award of the degree to successful candidates will be 31 July, but where a candidate completes the Foundation degree at a time other than at the summer examination the date of the award will be the first day of the month following the examiners’ report.

11. Progression to Honours Degree Programmes

11.1 All Foundation degree programmes shall be designed so that any candidate who is awarded a Foundation degree, and who thereby gains passes in at least four course-units in the final stages of the Foundation degree programme may be admitted to complete the specified cognate Honours degree programme with a further period of part-time study, normally of two academic years. Holders of Foundation degrees may also be considered for admission to other Honours degree programmes in which additional requirements and a further period of study of more than two years may apply.

11.2 A candidate for the award of an Honours degree who has previously completed course-units as part of a Foundation degree shall be assessed for the award of Honours on the basis of his or her performance in all the relevant course-units prescribed for the Honours degree including those completed during the period of registration for the Foundation degree.

REGULATIONS FOR FIRST DEGREES BASED ON COURSE-UNITS

These Regulations apply to the following degrees based on course-units awarded to Internal Students at Birkbeck College:

BA

BSc

BSc (Econ)

Definition of Terms

In these Regulations the following terminology will apply:

(a) College - a College is deemed to include a College of the University, or a University Institute, or central activity at which teaching for a course-unit degree is approved;

(b) course - a course is a prescribed section of teaching and study which is separately examined and to which a course-unit value has been assigned;

(c) course-unit - a course-unit is defined in terms of a year’s academic work of full-time study which should comprise courses to a minimum value of three course-units and a maximum value of four course-units, each to carry an equal workload within that year;

(d) degree programme - a degree programme is a combination of courses approved by a School for an individual student;

(e) completion of a course - completion of a course must be understood to include taking the examination as defined under paragraphs 6.1 and 6.2.

1. Entry Requirements

1.1 All candidates must satisfy the general entry requirements or be exempted therefrom. Details of these and of approved equivalents may be obtained from the Registrar of the College.

1.2 The College may also require candidates to satisfy the additional entry requirements, details of which may be obtained from the Registrar of the College.

2. University of London Graduates and Other Advanced Students

2.1 Graduates of other universities and those holding other qualifications specified in the Regulations for Advanced Students may apply to be registered under the Regulations for Advanced Students. Those who are granted the status of Advanced Student will also be granted exemption from course-units and a shortened period of study in accordance with paragraph 2.3 below.

2.2 Graduates of the University of London may be registered and granted exemptions and a shortened period of study under the Regulations for Advanced Students for a degree under these Regulations in a field of study other than that in which they already hold a degree provided that the field of study (see section 8) is not the same as the subject(s) of the First degree. Any course-unit examinations taken must be considered substantially different from examinations already passed.

2.3 Exemptions granted to Advanced Students registered under paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 above shall not exceed the value of four course-units for students entering the second year of the course and shall not exceed the value of eight course-units for students entering the third year of a four year course, and shall only be given where the College is satisfied that the total combination of courses to be completed, taken together with those from which the candidate is to be exempted, represent a coherent programme for the degree. The College will grant exemption only when a candidate has already passed an examination of an equivalent standard in the same subject.

2.4 Graduates of the University of London may also be registered de novo for a degree under these Regulations. A student registering de novo for a degree will not be eligible for exemption from any of the course and examinations nor for a reduction in his/her period of study. In satisfying the requirements for the degree under paragraph 7.1 such students will be required to complete to the satisfaction of the College courses valued at a minimum of nine units in a subject or degree programme substantially different from the Bachelor’s degree previously awarded. Any course-unit examinations taken must be substantially different from an examination already passed.

2.5 Graduates of the University of London who do not wish to register under paragraph 2.4 but who wish to enter further examinations based on course-units may alternatively proceed under section 13 (Supplementary Courses and Honours in a Different Field of Study).

3. Transfer Students

Details of the regulations governing Transfer Students are given in Section 12 of the General Regulations.

4. Period of Study

4.1 Save as provided in paragraphs 2.1, 2.2, 2.4 and section 3 above, University of London Ordinances require that the minimum period of study for a First degree is three academic years of fulltime study, or the equivalent in part-time study. The period of study shall be continuous unless the College has permitted generally by regulations (see paragraph 9.5 of the General Regulations) or in special cases its interruption.

5. Courses

5.1 Any course may be offered either by one College or by two or more Colleges working together. Each College of the University devises its own courses and proposes their course-unit value.

5.2 Before any course can become valid as leading to a degree, the College must approve its scope and value in course-units. Courses may be designated as introductory. (See paragraph 7.1(a)).

5.3 The College will decide what combinations of courses students may follow; courses may be taken at other Colleges of the University. Combinations of courses must in the opinion of the College form an academically coherent programme of study.

5.4 In determining that the combination of courses to be taken by a student shall form a coherent degree programme (see paragraph 5.3 above) the College shall further ensure that the methods by which the courses selected are examined include a reasonable proportion of unseen written papers and, where appropriate to the field of study, a variety of examining methods.

5.5 Students will not normally be permitted to follow courses valued at more than four course-units in any one year. In exceptional circumstances the College may allow a full-time student to exceed this maximum. Where a student follows a course during the long vacation, the value of that course shall be assigned to either the previous or next year as appropriate, but in neither year may the total exceed the maximum of four course-units.

6. Examinations

6.1 The examination for each course shall be held on one occasion in each year and will consist of one or more of the following:

(a) written examination(s);

(b) practical examination(s);

(c) essays and/or reports;

(d) adequate written accounts of a number of laboratory experiments, or of fieldwork;

(e) practical drawings or material prepared and submitted by the candidate and certified as his/her own work with or without supplementary written material.

In addition to the above compulsory element the course examination may contain:

(f) multiple-choice questions;

(g) oral examination(s);

(h) assessment(s) of laboratory or fieldwork or of other aspects of a candidate’s performance during a course.

In determining the results of the examination the examiners will take account of a candidate’s ability to express his/her knowledge in a clear, concise and scholarly fashion.

6.2 A candidate entering an examination for a course for a course-unit degree must be examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for that course. Therefore (unless prevented by illness or other adequate cause for which certification must be provided) a candidate must take each prescribed test and submit sufficient work to enable him/her to be examined.

6.3 Examiners may set comprehensive papers intended to test a candidate’s knowledge of the whole or part of his/her field of study. Such papers will cover fields appreciably wider than the examinations on individual courses. Examiners may also test any candidate by means of an oral examination which may cover the candidate’s entire field of study.

6.4 The separate parts of an examination on any course may be held during the course or at any time after the end of the prescribed period of study. The College will inform its students of the dates of entry, the times and places of the College examinations and the dates on which results will be published.

6.5 A pass list giving the result of the examination will be published on the appropriate date. The College may, at its own discretion, publish graded pass lists provided that gradings are not made so precise as to allow students to deduce marks or marking schemes and no rank order of candidates within grading is given.

6.6 A candidate who has passed a course examination may not repeat that examination nor may (s)he enter a course examination at any College of the University which is deemed to overlap a course-unit examination which (s)he has already taken and passed.

6.7 A candidate who through illness, or other cause acceptable to the College, is prevented from attending any course examination in any year other than the final year of his/her degree programme, may apply to the Registrar of the College to be alternatively assessed under the following conditions:

(a) assessment will be by any of the examination methods listed above (see 6.1(a) to (h)) and selected at the discretion of the examiners;

(b) any such assessment shall take place at a time to be determined by the College but not later than six months from the date of the examination from which the candidate was absent;

(c) the total value of courses which may be alternatively assessed during a candidate’s period of study may not exceed two and a half units.

7. Degree Requirements and Consideration for Honours

7.1 Save as provided in paragraph 7.2 below to be admitted to a degree under these Regulations a candidate must:

(a) have completed to the satisfaction of the College courses valued at a minimum of nine course units, of which not more than three may be selected from those designated as introductory;

(b) have satisfied the examiners to a value of at least nine course-units except that the examiners may exceptionally consider for the award of a degree a candidate who has satisfied the examiners in courses to a value of at least eight course-units;

(c) have been examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for each course.

Candidates accepted under the Regulations for Advanced Students or Regulations for Transfer Students may be granted exemption from certain courses and the corresponding examinations (see sections 2 and 3).

7.2 For certain degree programmes special regulations apply. To be admitted to a degree under these regulations a candidate must:

(a) have completed the minimum period of study prescribed;

(b) have completed to the satisfaction of the College a prescribed minimum value of course-units of which not more than a prescribed minimum value may be selected from those designated as introductory;

(c) have satisfied the examiners in a prescribed minimum number of such courses;

(d) have been examined in all parts of the examination prescribed for each course.

7.3 Candidates who have completed the requirements for a degree, and who have achieved a sufficient standard in the examinations above that for a Pass may, on the recommendations of the relevant board of examiners, be awarded either (a) First Class Honours, or (b) Second Class Honours, or (c) Third Class Honours. The Second Class of Honours will be divided into an Upper and Lower Division.

7.4 When a student is exempted from any course-unit examinations under the provision of paragraphs 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 or section 3 the examiners will assess his/her class of Honours entirely upon his/her performance in the course examinations in which (s)he is examined except as provided in paragraph 10.6 of the General Regulations.

7.5 The examiners shall determine the field of study to be shown on the diploma which will be issued to each successful candidate awarded the degree (see section 8).

7.6 With the exception of candidates granted postponement of consideration for Honours under paragraph 9.1 all candidates who complete the degree requirements will be given consideration for Honours. No candidate may be considered for the award of Honours on more than one occasion in respect of any one period of study for a degree under these Regulations. For details of the award of Honours in a different field of study see section 13.

8. Field of Study

8.1 The examiners shall determine the field of study in accordance with the guidelines laid down in paragraph 8.4 below.

8.2 The field of study shall be descriptive of the courses included in a degree curriculum but it shall be based only on a consideration of those courses the examinations of which have been passed. The levels of pass are not relevant to the determination of the field of study.

8.3 The College is responsible for determining curricula which might be described by various fields of study. This generally means defining a minimum number of courses in a subject (perhaps including a minimum number at an advanced level) before that subject is regarded as the field of study or as a constituent of the field of study.

8.4 Except where a single subject is appropriate, the subjects named in the field shall be determined as follows:

(a) where appropriate, comprehensive titles will be used, for example, Biological Sciences, Combined Sciences, etc.;

(b) where two subjects studied (see paragraph 8.2) have approximately equal importance and the subject mentioned second has a minimum value of four course-units or one-third of the curriculum, whichever is the less, the conjunction ‘and’ will be used;

(c) where a subject has been taken with an essential supporting subject, ‘with’ will be used; the supporting subject will be expected to have a minimum value of three course-units, or one-quarter of the curriculum, whichever is the less; the main subject in this case will have a minimum value of six course-units, or one-half of the curriculum, whichever is the less;

(d) where it is inappropriate to describe a curriculum in terms of one or two subjects or by a comprehensive title as in (a) above, the degree will be awarded without reference to a field.

9. Postponement of Consideration for Honours

9.1 A candidate entering for the examinations at which (s)he will, if successful, complete his/her degree requirements may, if the College approves, postpone being considered for the award of Honours. Applications of this kind must be made not later than the final date of application to enter the above mentioned examinations (see paragraph 7.6).

9.2 A candidate for whom consideration for Honours has been postponed under these Regulations and who wishes to proceed to Honours is required to continue his/her studies at the College, or at another College to which (s)he has been transferred with his/her own College’s approval, for a further year and to complete further courses, valued at not less than two course-units, beyond those (s)he has already passed.

9.3 After taking the corresponding examinations the candidate will then be considered for Honours, when account may be taken not only of the examinations (s)he has taken in his/her last year but also of earlier examinations.

9.4 A candidate who has postponed consideration for Honours, who has satisfied the requirements for the degree and who does not pursue his/her intention of studying for a further year may cancel his/her postponement and apply to be assessed for Honours on the basis of the results achieved at examinations which had been completed at the time (s)he satisfied the requirements for the award of the degree. Such assessment will be made and the degree awarded on the next normal occasion when assessment for Honours is undertaken.

10. Transfer from Registration under Other Regulations

A student of the College who transfers from registration for a degree under other regulations to registration for a First degree under these Regulations prior to the commencement of the final year may, if the College approves, be credited with some course-units on account of the work which (s)he has done and the examinations which (s)he has passed under other regulations except that, where a student’s studies have been interrupted, the College may determine that a candidate may be credited only with the minimum pass mark for any examination which (s)he passed.

11. Aegrotat Provisions

11.1 Where a candidate has completed his/her full period of study and (a) is absent through illness or other causes judged sufficient by the Academic Board, such as death of a near relative, from examinations during his/her final year or (b) though present at the examination considers that his/her performance has been adversely affected by any of the above reasons, an application for his/her case to be considered under these provisions may be submitted to the Registrar of the College who if the application is in accordance with the regulations will forward it to the appropriate Board of Examiners.

The application must be accompanied by a medical certificate or other statement of the grounds on which it is made and must be submitted as soon as possible and within six weeks from the last date of the course examination(s) to which the application refers.

11.2 If a candidate has satisfied the requirements for the award of a degree as laid down in paragraphs 7.1 or 7.2, the examiners shall recommend the award of the degree with a Pass or Honours classification and shall not consider the candidate for the award of an Aegrotat degree. The examiners shall not recommend the award of a class of degree higher than the overall level which the candidate has achieved in the work actually presented.

11.3 A candidate for whom an application has been submitted to the examiners under paragraph 11.1 will be considered for the award of an Aegrotat degree only if the examiners have been unable, under paragraph 11.2, to recommend the award of a degree with a Pass or Honours classification. In such a case the examiners, having considered the work which the candidate has submitted at the examination or in such part of the examination as (s)he has attended, if any, records of the candidate’s performance during the course, and assessment provided by the candidate’s teachers, will determine whether evidence has been shown to their satisfaction that, had (s)he completed the examination in normal circumstances, the candidate would clearly have reached a standard (and completed the necessary course-units) which would have qualified him/her for the award of the degree. Where the examiners are so satisfied the candidate will be informed that (s)he is eligible to apply for the award of an Aegrotat degree, and if so, that (s)he may either:

(a) apply for the award of the Aegrotat degree;

or

(b) not apply but re-enter course-unit examinations for which (s)he is eligible at the next normal date with a view to completing the requirements for the award of a degree (see paragraphs 7.1 and 7.2).

11.4 Upon an eligible candidate making application for an Aegrotat degree (s)he will be informed that the degree has been conferred.

11.5 A candidate who under paragraph 11.4 above has applied for the award of an Aegrotat degree will not be eligible thereafter to re-enter for the examination for a classified degree.

11.6 On re-entry for the classified degree a candidate who under paragraph 11.3 above has been informed that (s)he is eligible to apply for the award of an Aegrotat degree ceases to be eligible so to apply.

11.7 Aegrotat degrees will be awarded without distinction or class.

11.8 Holders of Aegrotat degrees may not subsequently be considered for Honours, except that they may apply to register de novo for a degree under these Regulations (see paragraph 2.4) or to proceed to Honours in a different field of study (see section 13). They may also apply for permission to proceed to a higher degree in accordance with the appropriate regulations.

12. Issue of Diplomas

12.1 A diploma for the relevant degree under the seal of the University will be dispatched to each successful candidate who is awarded the degree. The diploma will record the field of study, where appropriate.

12.2 The date of the award of the degree to successful candidates will be 31 July, but where a candidate completes the degree at a time other than at the summer examination the date of the award will be the first day of the month following the examiners’ report.

13. Supplementary Courses and Honours in a Different Field of Study

13.1 A person who holds a Bachelor’s degree of the University of London may be permitted to take supplementary courses. Students who are successful in these examinations may apply to the College for a transcript giving details of the supplementary courses in which they have satisfied the examiners and their value in course-units. No field of study or Honours classification will be awarded. Neither will the supplementary courses affect in any way any classification of Honours in any degree awarded previously.

13.2 A person who holds a Bachelor’s degree of the University of London may apply to the College, to be registered for a course of study leading to the award of Honours in a different field of study under the following conditions:

(a) (s)he completes a minimum period of study of two academic years which, except by the permission of the Academic Board, shall have been continuous; and

(b) during that period (s)he completes to the satisfaction of his/her teachers courses for the relevant degree for students of the College and passes examinations valued at not less than six courseunits in a field of study different, in the opinion of the College, from that of his/her First degree.

REGULATIONS FOR THE LLB DEGREE

1. Entry Requirements

Before admission to the course of study for the examination for the degree of LLB as an internal student, a student must meet the Entrance Requirements in one of the ways prescribed in the University of London Regulations for University Entrance 1994-95.

2. Course of Study

2.1 The course of study normally extends over four consecutive academic years of part-time study.

2.2 In the case of a person who has been awarded a degree and who is eligible to be registered under University of London provisions for Advanced Students, the College may determine and prescribe a course of study of three academic years.

2.3 The Examination for the LLB degree consists of twelve papers of which eight are compulsory. The Examination comprises an Intermediate Examination taken at the end of the first year and a Final Examination in three Parts. Part I is taken at the end of the second year. Part II at the end of the third year and Part III at the end of the fourth year. A candidate must normally complete (i) the Intermediate Examination before proceeding to the Part I Examination, (ii) the Part I Examination before being permitted to enter for the Part II Examination and (iii) the Part II Examination before being permitted to enter for the Part III Examination. The classification of Honours will be based on the candidate's performance at the three Parts of the Final Examination. The Intermediate Examination is a Pass Examination only. In all examinations, examiners may take coursework into account and students will be informed accordingly.

2.4 In cases where the College has prescribed under Regulation 2.2 a course of study of three years the Examination shall consist of eight compulsory papers and a dissertation option OR the legal practice option. For the purposes of these regulations any student admitted under Regulation 2.2 shall be treated as if she or he had begun the course of study in the second year as described in Regulation 9.6 but subject to the provisions of Regulations 8.1 to 8.6.

3. Dates of Examinations

The Intermediate, Part I and Part II examinations will be held twice in each year, in the months of May-June and September. The Part III examination will be held once every year in May-June.

4. Entry for Examinations

Candidates for examinations are required to enter for examinations by application to the Registrar.

Completed entry forms specifying the papers for which entry is made must be returned to the Registrar not later than the end of January in respect of May-June examinations and not later than 1 August in respect of September examinations.

5. Intermediate Examination for Students other than those to whom Regulation 2.4 Applies

5.1 The subjects and courses of study for the Intermediate Examination are:

(i) Legal Methods and Legal Systems

(ii) Constitutional and Administrative Law

(iii) Law of Obligations (I)

5.2 The course of study for the Intermediate Examination will extend over one academic year and each student shall be assessed in accordance with the methods outlined in the validated course proposal documents. Candidates will not be permitted to enter for the Intermediate Examination unless they have completed to the satisfaction of the College a course of study for the Examination.

5.3 A candidate who enters for the Intermediate Examination must satisfy the examiners in all subjects in order to pass the Examination.

5.4 A candidate who enters the Intermediate Examination in May-June and who fails to reach the minimum standard in only one subject may be referred, i.e. (s)he may on the recommendation of the examiners be permitted to present himself/herself for re-examination in September in that subject alone.

5.5 The Examiners will recommend that a candidate be referred only if his/her failure in the one subject is not serious and his/her performance in the remaining subjects is reasonably good. A candidate who is referred may complete the Examination by offering the referred subject for Examination on up to two further occasions only.

5.6 A candidate who enters the Intermediate Examination and fails in more than one paper may, on the recommendation of the Examiners, be permitted to re-sit the whole Intermediate Examination at the following Intermediate Examination.

5.7 Entry to the Intermediate Examination held in September is normally restricted to:

(a) Candidates who were referred at the Intermediate Examination held in the previous May-June.

(b) Candidates who entered for the Intermediate Examination held in the previous May-June and who:

(i) were unable for reasons satisfactory to the College to sit for the whole or any part of that Examination; or

(ii) failed to satisfy the Examiners at that Examination and are granted special permission to reenter by the College in exceptional circumstances.

5.8 A candidate will not normally be permitted to commence the course for Part I of the Final Examination in Law until (s)he has completed the whole of the Intermediate Examination including any subject in which (s)he has been referred.

6. Final Part I and Part II Examinations in Law for Students other than those to whom Regulation 2.4 Applies

6.1 Part I Examination in Law: The subjects and courses of study for the Part I LLB Examination are:

1 Criminal Law

2 Property Law I

3 Law of Obligations II

6.2 Part II Examination in Law: The subjects and courses of study for the Part II Examination in Law are:

4 Property Law II

5 Jurisprudence and Legal Theory

6 either ONE full subject or TWO half subjects from those listed under paragraph 7.2 below.

6.3 The course of study for each of the Part I and Part II Examinations in Law will extend over one academic year. One three-hour written paper will be set in each of the subjects of the examination and one two-hour paper in each half subject. Candidates will not be permitted to enter for the Part I or Part II Examination unless they have completed to the satisfaction of the College a course of study for the examination.

6.4 A candidate who enters for the Part I or Part II Examination must satisfy the examiners in all subjects in order to pass the Examination.

6.5 A candidate who enters for the Part I or Part II Examination in May-June and who fails to reach the minimum standard in only one subject may be referred, i.e. (s)he may on the recommendation of the examiners be permitted to present himself/herself for re-examination in that subject alone.

6.6 The Examiners will recommend that a candidate be referred only if his/her failure in the one subject is not serious and his/her performance in the remaining subjects is reasonably good. A candidate who is referred may complete the examination by offering the referred subject for examination on two further occasions only.

6.7 A candidate who enters the Part I or Part II Examination and fails in more than one paper may, on the recommendation of the Examiners, be permitted to re-sit the whole Part I or Part II Examination respectively at the following Part I or Part II Examination.

6.8 Entry to the Part I or Part II Examination held in September is restricted to:

(a) Candidates who were referred at the Part I or Part II Examination respectively held in the previous May-June.

(b) Candidates who entered for the Part I or Part II Examination respectively held in the previous May-June and who:

(i) were unable for reasons satisfactory to the College to sit for the whole or any part of that examination; or

(ii) failed to satisfy the Examiners at that examination and are granted special permission to reenter by the College in exceptional circumstances.

6.9 A candidate will not normally be permitted to commence the course for Part II or Part III of the Final Examination in Law until (s)he has completed the whole of the Part I or Part II Examination respectively including any subject in which (s)he has been referred.

7. Final Part III Examinations in Law for Students other than those to whom Regulation 2.4 Applies

7.1 Students must follow a course of study in full subjects or half subjects listed in Regulation 7.2 so as to total three subjects, subject to the alternatives specified in Regulations 8 and 9.

7.2 The subjects referred to in Regulations 6.2 and 7.1 are:

7 Administrative Law

8 Evidence

9 Commercial Law

10 European Legal Systems

11 Criminal Justice

12 Family Law

13 Environmental Law

14 Public International Law

15 Conflict of Laws

16 Conveyancing

17 Succession

18 Labour Law

19 Company Law

20 Revenue Law

21 Planning Law

22 Roman Law

23 Intellectual Property

24 Law and Aesthetics

25 Human Rights

26 Law and Society

27 Legal Practice

28 Restitution

29 Legal History

30 Public Interest Law

31 Law and Development

32 Law and Literature

33 Grievances, Remedies and the State

34 Refugee Law

35 International Criminal Justice

36 Medical Law and Ethics

37 Freedom of Expression

38 Insurance Law

39 Child Law

40 Adult Relations

Not all these options will be on offer every year. The options on offer will be advertised by the School in advance. The School may designate some of these options as half subjects.

7.3 A candidate may not offer at the Part III Examination any subject offered at the Part II Examination. A candidate may, with the approval of the Head of School, be permitted to follow a course in Legal Research and Writing and submit a dissertation of prescribed length, not substantially overlapping with any subject previously or concurrently offered by the candidate, in lieu of one full subject required by Regulation 7.1. Details shall be published each year specifying the date:

(a) by which a candidate must notify his/her wish to submit such a dissertation,

(b) by which the approval of the School shall be given or refused,

(c) for submission of the completed dissertation.

7.4 At the discretion of the College, a candidate may be permitted to substitute a course or courses listed in Regulation 7.1 up to a maximum of courses valued at one subject, either

(i) with the permission of the other College concerned, any other final year Law subject of the LLB degree at another College of the University of London to the same value or (ii) courses valued at one course-unit in a complementary subject made available in another discipline at Birkbeck College.

Candidates who elect to take courses in subjects at another College of the University of London or in another discipline will be examined by the methods approved for those courses.

7.5 The course of study for the Part III Examination in Law will extend over one academic year. Each student shall be assessed in accordance with the methods outlined in the validated course proposal documents. Candidates will not be permitted to enter for the Part III Examination unless they have completed to the satisfaction of the College a course of study for the examination.

7.6 A candidate who enters for the Part III Examination must satisfy the examiners in all subjects in order to pass the examination.

7.7 A candidate who does not satisfy the Examiners in all subjects (or who is absent from some or all of the written papers and is not recommended for an aegrotat degree under Regulation 10), but who satisfies the Examiners with respect to a dissertation submitted in accordance with Regulation 7.3, shall if (s)he re-enters the examination, be credited with the mark previously obtained in the dissertation.

7.8 A candidate who does not pass the examination and who does not satisfy the examiners in the dissertation submitted in accordance with Regulation 7.3 shall, in addition to re-entering for written papers, be permitted either to revise and re-submit the original dissertation or to submit a new dissertation under the conditions specified in Regulation 7.3.

8. Final Examinations in Law for Students to whom Regulation 2.4 Applies

8.1 The Final Examination consists of three parts. The subjects and courses of study for each Part of the Final Examination for students to whom Regulation 2.4 applies are as follows.

8.2 Final Examination Part I

Legal Methods and Legal Systems

Constitutional and Administrative Law

Law of Obligations I

8.3 Final Examination Part II

Property Law I

Criminal Law

Law of Obligations II

8.4 Final Examination Part III

Property Law II

European Law

Dissertation

8.5 In all other respects the provisions of Regulations 6.3 to 6.9 and Regulations 7.5 to 7.8 shall apply to Examinations under Regulations 8.1 to 8.4.

8.6 Candidates to whom Regulation 2.4 applies are required to follow a course in Legal Research and Writing and submit a dissertation of between 10,000 and 15,000 words on a topic, to be approved by the Head of School, which does not substantially overlap with any subject previously or concurrently offered by the candidate for examination under these regulations. Details shall be published by the School each year specifying the date:

(a) by which the candidate must notify the topic proposed for the dissertation;

(b) by which the approval of the Head of School shall be given or refused;

(c) for submission of the completed dissertation.

Alternatively, candidates to whom Regulation 2.4 applies may choose to take the Legal Practice Option.

9. Advanced Students

9.1 Students are entitled to apply for exemption from the examination and course of study for individual papers of the LLB degree on the basis of work which they have previously carried out.

9.2 A student may be exempted from having to sit a particular paper or papers in the LLB examination under these regulations if the student has successfully completed elsewhere a course of study and examination standard to the same subject in the LLB examination. The exemption awarded is at the discretion of the College.

9.3 Each application for exemption is considered individually on its merits taking into account the syllabuses studied by a student and the marks obtained in the corresponding examinations. Students applying for such exemption will be required to submit certified documentary evidence of their previous studies and examination results, including certified copies of syllabuses.

9.4 The maximum number of papers from which any student may be exempted is subject to the limits prescribed in the College General Regulations for Internal Students.

9.5 A student who has been granted exemptions from examinations and has been prescribed courses of study for papers of the LLB degree may be permitted to complete the requirements for the award of the LLB degree by following a course of study of less than four academic years from the date of registration under these Regulations.

9.6 For the purpose of these Regulations a student who completes the course of study requirements for the award of the LLB degree in not more than three years will be treated as if (s)he had begun the course of study in the second or a subsequent year. The year in which a student enters for the examinations to complete the requirements for the award of the LLB degree and for consideration for the award of Honours shall be treated as the fourth and Final year for the purpose of designation of examinations under these Regulations.

10. Award of the LLB

Successful candidates at the Final Examination are awarded the LLB degree with either (a) First Class Honours, or (b) Second Class Honours, or (c) Third Class Honours, or (d) a Pass Degree. The Second Class Honours List will be divided into an Upper and Lower Division. The names in each class or division on the Honours List will be in alphabetical order, and will be published by the Registrar of the College. Before the conferment of the degree on candidates who have passed the examination, the College will certify that each candidate has satisfied all the requirements of the College and of the University.

11. Aegrotat Provisions

11.1 A candidate who has completed his/her course of study as an Internal Student and who, through his illness or other cause judged sufficient by the Academic Board such as death of a near relative, (i) has been absent from the whole of the examinations at the end of his/her Final year or (ii) though present at the whole of the examinations at the end of his/her Final year, considers that his/her performance has been adversely affected by any of the above causes, may be considered for the award of an Aegrotat or classified degree under the following Regulations:

11.2 An application for consideration must be made by the College on his/her behalf within seven days from the last day of the examination and must be accompanied by a medical certificate or other statement of the grounds on which the application is made and by records of the candidate's performance during the course and by assessments provided by the candidate's teachers.

11.3 If the Examiners are able to determine on the basis of examination evidence that a candidate who has been present for all papers or who has been absent from one or two papers or the equivalent of one or two papers has reached the standard required for the award of a degree with a Pass or Honours classification they shall recommend the award of a degree and shall not consider the candidate for the award of an Aegrotat degree. The Examiners shall not recommend the award of a class of degree higher than the overall level which the candidate has achieved in the work actually presented.

11.4 In the case of a candidate not recommended for a classified degree under paragraph 11.3 the Examiners, having considered the work which the candidate has submitted at the examination or in such part of the examination as (s)he has attended, if any; records of the candidate's performance during the course; and assessments provided by the candidate's teachers, will determine whether evidence has been shown to their satisfaction that, (s)he completed the examination in normal circumstances, the candidate would clearly have reached a standard which would have qualified him/her for the award of the degree.

11.5 A candidate on whose behalf an application has been made under 11.2 above will be informed whether the Examiners have determined that (s)he is eligible to apply for the award of an Aegrotat degree and that, if so, (s)he may either:

(i) apply for the award of the Aegrotat degree;

(ii) not apply but re-enter for the same examination at a later date.

11.6 A candidate who under 11.5 above has applied for the award of an Aegrotat degree will be informed that the degree has been conferred and will not be eligible thereafter to re-enter for the examination for the classified degree.

11.7 On re-entry for the classified degree, a candidate who under 11.5 above has been informed that (s)he is eligible to apply for the award of an Aegrotat degree ceases to be eligible so to apply.

11.8 An Aegrotat degree will be awarded without distinction or class.

11.9 Holders of an Aegrotat degree are not permitted to re-enter for the same examination, but they may apply for permission to proceed to a second or higher degree on complying with the regulations for such degrees.

GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS PROCEEDING TO THE COLLEGE
SPONSORED UNIVERSITY OF LONDON DEGREES OF MA, MFA, MSc AND MRes.

[These Regulations are to be read in conjunction with the individual course Regulations and with the General Regulations for Internal Students. Regulations for University-sponsored degrees awarded by the University of London are published separately by the University].

1. Definition

The Master’s degree shall in all cases meet the criteria defined in Ordinance 12 of the University of London. It is intended for award on the satisfactory completion, including formal examination, of a prescribed course of study beyond the Bachelor’s degree level of at least one calendar year of full-time study or its equivalent in part-time study unless otherwise determined by the University prior to October 1991.

2. Courses of Study and Methods of Examination

2.1 A list of approved courses is given on pages 40 - 42.

2.2 Courses and the examinations associated with them shall be so organised as to fall into one or both of the following categories:

(i) a period of full-time study, the length of which shall be prescribed in the individual course regulations but which shall normally be not less than one calendar year, the examinations being completed by the end of that period;

(ii) a period of part-time study of between two and five years, during which candidates will be examined in accordance with the individual course regulations.

2.3 The minimum length of the period of study is prescribed in the individual course regulations, but at the start of the course or at a later stage the College may require individual students to pursue the course for a period longer than the minimum period prescribed in the regulations. The College shall determine, subject to the provisions of the individual course regulations, the methods by which the student is examined.

2.4 Where a candidate is pursuing a course extending over not less than one calendar year (s)he may be allowed, at the discretion of the College and provided that the individual course regulations so permit, to spend a maximum period of six months or, in the case of students pursuing a part-time course, an equivalent period, on project work under appropriate supervision at an organisation or institution approved by the College as having a function relevant and suitable to the field of study. Normally candidates pursuing a course extending over a minimum of one academic year will not be permitted to undertake the project work outside the College. Exceptionally, however, the individual course regulations may permit and specify the conditions in which it may be undertaken.

2.5 Schemes of examination shall be prescribed in the individual course regulations and shall include the submission of a significant piece of individual work in the form of an essay, report or dissertation, which may be based on a project or fieldwork, unless otherwise determined by the University prior to October 1991.

2.6 The examination for each written paper shall take place on one occasion each year and the time will be specified in the individual course regulations, except as provided in paragraph 6.7.

2.7 An essay/report/dissertation, where indicated in the scheme of examination, will be examined on one occasion only in each year and the date for submission will be specified in the course regulations.

3. Entrance Qualifications 

3.1 The normal minimum entrance qualification for registration for a Master’s degree is:

(a) a Second Class Honours degree of a UK university or of the Cranfield Institute of Technology or of the CNAA, or an overseas qualification of an equivalent standard obtained after a course of study extending over not less than three years in a university (or educational institution of university rank), in a subject appropriate to that of the course to be followed; or

(b) a Master’s degree of the Royal College of Art;

(c) a registrable qualification appropriate to the course to be followed awarded by a UK university in Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Studies, or a qualification of an equivalent standard appropriate to the course to be followed by a university outside the UK; or

(d) a professional or other qualification obtained by written examinations and approved by the College.

3.2 Candidates possessing alternative qualifications obtained by written examination may also be considered by the College for registration for a Master’s degree. The College may require such a candidate to pursue the course for the period of at least one year longer than the minimum period prescribed in the individual course regulations and/or may prescribe a qualifying examination for such a candidate.

3.3 An applicant for registration will also be required to meet any additional entrance requirements specified in the relevant course regulations.

3.4 A candidate will be required to demonstrate a proficiency in the English language to the satisfaction of the College.

4. Registration

Application for admission to a course and registration for that course shall be undertaken in accordance with procedures specified by the College.

5. Entry to Degree Examinations

5.1 Entries to the examination (and in the case of a re-entry any examination fee payable) must be received by the College by 1 February in the case of a summer examination or 1 May in the case of an autumn examination.

5.2 Candidates are bound by the Regulations in force at the time of their entry or re-entry to the examination.

6. Examination

6.1 To be eligible for the award of a degree a candidate must satisfy the Examiners in the examination prescribed for the course within a period of two years from the satisfactory completion of the prescribed period of study. This period of two years may be extended at the discretion of the College.

6.2 Examiners shall have the discretion to award a mark of distinction to a candidate who has shown exceptional merit in the examination.

6.3 A candidate shall enter the examination in accordance with the provisions of the individual course regulations. Deferment of any part of the examination, including submission of the essay/dissertation, may be granted for reasons judged adequate in the particular case at the discretion of the College. Subject to such exemption being granted, candidates will be informed of the marks they obtained in those elements in which they have been examined.

6.4 If the essay, report or dissertation is otherwise adequate but requires minor amendments, the Examiners may require the candidate to make, within one month, amendments specified by them and approved by them or one of their number nominated by them.

6.5 If a candidate who has been examined in all elements of the examination or of Part of the examination for which (s)he has entered fails to satisfy the Examiners, the Examiners may determine that (s)he may on re-entry be exempt from one or more of the following:

(a) one or more of the written papers;

(b) essay/report/dissertation;

(c) assessment of coursework;

(d) practical examinations;

(e) clinical examinations;

(f) oral examination.

6.6 Re-entry to Examinations

A candidate who does not at his/her first entry successfully complete the examination or Part of the examination for which (s)he has entered may, subject to the agreement of the College when such reentry would involve further attendance at the College, re-enter that examination on one occasion. Such re-entry will be at the next following examination except where the College has granted permission for a candidate to defer re-entry until the examination in a subsequent year. The dates of the written examination and for the submission of an essay/report/dissertation (where required) shall be as specified in the individual regulations.

6.7 Illness

A candidate who is prevented owing to illness or the death of a near relative or other cause judged sufficient by the Academic Board from completing at the normal time the examination or part of the examination in those elements in which (s)he has entered may with the agreement of the College:

(a) enter the examination in those elements in which (s)he was not able to be examined on the next occasion when the examination is held in order to complete the examination [see paragraph 6.3];

or

(b) at the discretion of the Examiners, be set a special examination in those elements of the examination missed as soon as possible and/or be permitted to submit any work prescribed (e.g. report) at a date specified by the Board of Examiners concerned. The special examination shall be in the same format as specified in the course regulations for the element(s) missed.

6.8 For College-based examinations: Where a candidate has failed to complete the examination for one of the reasons specified in 6.7 above, an application on his/her behalf accompanied by the medical certificate or other statement of the grounds on which the application is made should be submitted to the Registrar, within seven days of the last day of the written examination or for the submission of the essay/report/dissertation. The Registrar will forward such applications where they are in accordance with the Regulations to the Board of Examiners. In the case of a candidate who has failed to complete the examination for another reason and wishes to make an application under paragraph 6.7, the application with supporting evidence should be submitted to the Registrar for reference to the Academic Board. If the Academic Board determines that the cause is adequate it shall forward the application to the Board of Examiners for consideration.

7. Notification of Results

7.1 After the Examiners have reached a decision, every candidate will be notified by the Registrar of the result of his/her examination.

7.2 A Diploma under the Seal of the University shall be subsequently delivered to each candidate who has been awarded a degree. The date of the award of the degree will be the first of the following dates to fall after the last element of the examination has been completed: 1 March, 1 August, 1 November or 31 December.

8. Master of Fine Art

8.1 A student registered for the Master of Fine Art (MFA) must, in accordance with the University of London Ordinances, follow an approved course of study extending over two academic years of full-time study. The period of study shall be continuous except where the College has permitted generally by regulation or in special cases its interruption or reduction on grounds of illness or other adequate cause (see also paragraphs 9.5 of the General Regulations).

8.2 The emphasis of the programme of study for the degree shall be on the creative and intellectual development of the individual student artist. Assessment shall be by means of public presentation of studio work, seminar presentation and the submission of a critical study.

MA (UNIVERSITY-SPONSORED)

The following courses are currently regulated by the University of London. For Regulations governing these courses, please refer to University of London Regulations for Internal Students 1994-1995 (and until further notice) and subsequent amendments issued by the University of London.

The courses listed below are offered through Birkbeck College:

German

Philosophy

The following courses are regulated by these College Regulations and are degrees awarded by the University of London and offered by Birkbeck College under Ordinances 12 and 13.
MA (COLLEGE-SPONSORED)

Applied Linguistics

Archaeology

Arts Policy & Management

Bilingualism

Classical Civilisation

Comparative History of Early Modern European Societies

Contemporary History & Politics

Creative Writing

Criminal Justice and Criminology

Cultural & Critical Studies

Decorative Arts & Historic Interiors

Digital Art History

European Cultures

Garden History

Gender, Culture & Politics

Historical Research

History of Art

History of Art by Research

History of Film & Visual Media

History of Film & Visual Media by Research

History of Ideas *

History of Visual Culture

Human Rights

Imperialism and Post Colonial Societies

Interdisciplinary Study of Religion

Islamic Studies

Japanese Cultural Studies

Lifelong Learning

London Studies

Medicine, Science and Society: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives

Medieval History

Medieval Studies

Modern French Studies

Modern German Studies

Modern and Contemporary Literature

Renaissance Studies

Social & Cultural History

Spanish & Latin American Studies (History & Critique/Visual Culture)

Teaching in Lifelong Learning *

Translation Studies

Victorian Studies
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MFA (COLLEGE-SPONSORED)

Theatre Directing

MSc (COLLEGE-SPONSORED)

A Systemic Approach to Management & Consultation

Advanced Information Systems

American Politics

Analytical Chemistry

Applied Biology

Applied Statistics

Applied Statistics and Operational Research

Applied Statistics and Stochastic Modelling

Bioinformatics

Business Strategy Politics & the Environment

Business Strategy Politics & the Environment by Research

Career Management & Counselling

Child Focused Practice

Chemical Research

Cognitive Neuropsychology

Computing Science

Conflict Resolution & Mediation Studies

Corporate Governance & Ethics

Corporate Governance & Ethics by Research

Development Studies

E-Business

Economics

Environmental Management

Environmental Science

European Policy & Management

European Politics

European Public Policy

Family and Systemic Psychotherapy

Finance

Financial Engineering

Gender Culture & Politics

Geographic Information Science (by Distance Learning)

Global Politics

Government, Policy and Politics

Group Analysis

Health and Disease

Innovation Management and Technology Policy

Innovation Management and Technology Policy by Research

International Business

International Business by Research

International Security and Global Governance

Life Course Development

Management in the Public Sector

Management in the Public Sector by Research

Medicine, Science and Society: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives

Microbiology

Nationalism & Ethnic Conflict *

Occupational Psychology

Organizational Analysis

Physiology

Psychodynamic Counselling

Psychodynamic Counselling with Children & Adolescents
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Psychodynamics of Human Development

Psychodynamic Perspectives

Psychological Research Methods

Public Policy and Management

Race & Ethnic Relations

Social & Political Theory

Sport Management and the Business of Football

Sport Management and the Business of Football by Research

Structural Biology (using the Internet)

MRes (COLLEGE-SPONSORED)

American Politics

Bioinformatics

Business Strategy Politics & the Environment

Computer Science

Corporate Governance & Ethics

Earth Sciences

European Politics

European Public Policy

European Policy and Management

Global Politics

Government, Policy and Politics

Humanities and Cultural Studies

Innovation Management and Technology Policy

International Business

International Security and Global Governance

Law

Management & Organizational Behaviour

Management in the Public Sector

Nationalism & Ethnic Conflict *

Psychology *

Public Policy & Management

Social & Political Theory

Structural Biology

Sport Management and the Business of Football

LLM (COLLEGE-SPONSORED)

Human Rights

Legal Theory *

* Subject to Approval
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Appendix A

DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

1. Degree Structures

1.1 University-sponsored degree courses are those formulated by one or more Board of Studies. They are not limited by Regulation to the Internal Students of a particular School or Schools and may be available to External Students.

1.2 College-sponsored degree courses are those formulated by one or more Schools of the University and are limited by Regulation to the Internal students of the School or Schools concerned.

1.3 Course-unit degree courses are structured by a School of the University on the basis of courseunits.

2. Examinations

2.1 University-based Examinations: examinations of the University, the arrangements for the accommodation and conduct of which are the responsibility of the administrative staff of the University, irrespective of the structure of the degree.

2.2 College-based Examinations: examinations of the University, the arrangements for the accommodation and conduct of which are the responsibility of the administrative staff of a College. College-sponsored and Course-unit degree courses are always associated with College-based examinations.

3. Examiners

3.1 Members of Boards and Committees of Examiners shall be designated as Examiners. Examiners may be:

(a) Internal Examiners shall be Appointed and Recognised Teachers unless the Academic Board, after consideration of a reasoned statement from the relevant Board of Studies, shall otherwise determine.

(b) College Examiners are members of the academic staff of the College who examine at College-based examinations at the College. Any member of the academic staff of the College may be appointed a College Examiner.

(c) Intercollegiate Examiners are members of the academic staff of a University of London College who are not involved in teaching any part of the course or programme being examined.

(d) External Examiners are Examiners from outside the University; that is, are neither members of the staff of any school nor Recognised Teachers of the University

3.2 Visiting Examiners is the term applied to Intercollegiate and External Examiners considered together as a class.

Appendix B

AWARD of DEGREES

1. Award of Degrees

The College is authorised to award First and Postgraduate Taught Degrees and Specialist Doctorates of the University of London on students registered as students of the College. This authority shall be exercised by the Master in accordance with procedures made by the Academic Board which may permit the delegation of that authority to the Vice-Master.

2. Revocation of Degrees

On behalf of the College and in accordance with Ordinance 13, the Master on the recommendation of the Academic Board may revoke any degree, diploma or certificate granted by the College and all privileges connected therewith, if it shall be discovered at any time and proved to the satisfaction of the College that:

(a) there was an administrative error in the award made under the relevant procedures; or

(b) subsequent to the award, a Board of Examiners, having taken into account information which was unavailable at the time its decision was made, determines that a candidate’s classification should be altered.

Appendix C

PROCEDURES FOR APPROVAL, SUSPENSION AND OPERATION OF DEGREE REGULATIONS

1. Responsibility of the Academic Board

Compliance with University Ordinance 15 requires that the Academic Board, under authority of the Governors, shall be responsible for making arrangements for:

(i) the approval of academic quality assurance procedures including the consideration and approval of general and subject specific regulations, and their amendment, and

(ii) the suspension of regulations, and

(iii) consideration of special cases

2. Delegation by the Academic Board

(a) College statute 37 states that the Academic Board may delegate any of its functions, powers or duties to committees appointed by it or to its officers or to such other committees as it sees fit and such committees or individuals may further delegate unless the Academic Board has provided to the contrary.

(b) Degree regulations and related procedures shall in all cases comply with the provisions and requirements of University Ordinances and in particular the authority to award degrees under Ordinance 15 paragraph 5(6) may not be delegated by the College to any individual, organisation or body outside the College.

3. Approval of Degree Regulations

(a) Additions and other amendments to College Regulations for Internal Students and Regulations for Degrees shall be subject to approval by the Academic Board. The Academic Board shall consider and determine the date from which such regulations shall take effect and the categories of students to whom they shall apply. All such amendments shall normally be considered on the recommendation of the Teaching Committee. The Academic Board’s powers of approval may, when circumstances require, be exercised by its Chair subject only to the requirement that any such action by the Chair be reported to the members of the Board either at its next meeting or otherwise.

(b) Regulations approved by the Academic Board may permit the prescription, by schools or by the teachers responsible for the operation of interdisciplinary degree programmes, of requirements such as the specification of course options available to students, submission dates for written and other work and the like which shall normally be notified annually to students. Where the regulations so permit, such requirements shall be regarded as part of the relevant degree regulations but the amendment of such requirements shall not otherwise be subject to consideration and approval by the Academic Board.

4. Suspension of Regulations

(a) Requests for the Academic Board’s consideration of suspension of regulations must be submitted in writing to the Registrar by or on behalf of the Head of School, an appointed interdisciplinary course director or other appropriate officer of the College. Any such written submission must state the reason for the request and the case in support of suspension of regulations.

(b) No regulation may be suspended, where to do so would breach any University Ordinance.

(c) Suspension of regulations will be considered only in exceptional cases particularly those where an urgent decision is necessary in the interests of admission or examination of a student or group of students and where amendment of regulations is inappropriate.

(d) General Regulation 2.5 which states that “Amendments to the method of examination for degrees, diplomas or certificates of the University will not be recommended to the Academic Board by its committees less than nine months before the date of the examination” shall be suspended only where consultation has taken place with the students concerned and the opportunity given to express objections in writing.

(e) All requests for suspension of regulations and the decisions by or on behalf of the Academic Board shall be recorded by the Registrar.

(f) Wherever practicable the opinions of the Teaching Committee and any of its relevant sub-committees or the advice of their chairs shall be sought by the Registrar in preparing a case for consideration.

(g) Suspension of regulations may be determined by the Chair of the Academic Board on behalf of the Board.

5. Consideration of Special Cases

College Regulations permit special arrangements to be made at the discretion of the Academic Board in the case of illness of a student or other adequate cause. The Teaching Committee is authorised to exercise such powers of discretion on behalf of the Academic Board. The Chair of the Teaching Committee may act on behalf of the Committee and consult, or delegate such powers, as (s)he sees fit.

6. Appointment of Examiners

Nominations for the appointment of examiners shall be made available for scrutiny and consideration by the Teaching Committee. Appointment of examiners by the College shall remain subject to the approval of the Academic Board.

7. Boards and Sub-Boards of Examiners

(a) Sub-Boards of Examiners for degrees by course-units shall be responsible to the relevant College Board of Examiners. The annual reports of College Boards of Examiners for degrees by course-units and for other First degrees shall be considered by the relevant Degree Sub-Committee and by the Teaching Committee.

(b) Boards of Examiners for Master’s degrees shall if required submit a written report on any matter at the request of the Teaching Committee.

(c) The Teaching Committee shall have the power to enquire into any aspect of the procedures and operation of any Board of Examiners and to require written response.
