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	INTRODUCTION
Up to six Sir Bernard Schreier Scholarships may be awarded in 2017/18 thanks to a generous donation to the College. 
The Scholarship award is a total of £3,000. This Scholarship is a non-repayable grant and is for students who meet the eligibility criteria below. Scholarship payments will only be made in the first year of your course. 
All eligible applications are presented to a Selection Committee and Scholarships are awarded to those students  the Committee feel have made the strongest applications.
Applications must be received by Student Services no later than 31st August 2017.

	

	ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
You will be eligible to apply for a Scholarship if you satisfy ALL the following criteria:

You must: 

1. Be enrolling on one of the following Full-Time Degrees with a Foundation Year:
· Arts and Humanities with Foundation Year (BA): 4-year, full-time
· Biomedicine with Foundation Year (BSc): 4-year, full-time
· Economics and Business with Foundation Year (BSc): 4-year, full-time
· Law with Foundation Year (LLB): 4-year, full-time
· Psychology with Foundation Year (BSc): 4-year, full-time
· Social Sciences with Foundation Year (BSc): 4-year, full-time
· Structural Molecular Biology with Foundation Year (BSc): 4-year, full-time
2. Be one (or more) of the following: 
a. Disabled: you must have declared a disability to Birkbeck
b. A Carer: a carer is defined as anyone who cares, unpaid, for a family member who, due to illness, disability, a mental health problem or an addiction, cannot cope without their support (usually in receipt of Carer’s Allowance).
c. A Care Leaver: a care leaver is defined as a young person over the age of 16 who has been in care of the local authority and/or Health & Social Care Trust for at least 13 weeks since the age of 14.
3. Have a gross annual household income as assessed by SFE for the 2015/16 tax year that falls into one of the categories as detailed below: 
Personal Status

Qualifying Gross Household Income (includes partner income)

Single student, no dependent children
Up to £28,065

Single student, one dependent child*
Up to £30,065*
Married/Partnered student, no dependent children
Up to £30,065
Married/Partnered student, one dependent child*
Up to £32,065*
(* If you have more than one dependent child, add an £1000 for each additional child)
4. Have made a realistic financial plan to meet the remaining costs associated with your fees and other course costs
5. Be a Home or EU fees student.
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	IMPORTANT INFORMATION

	· Please read the Guidance Notes at the end of the form before completing your application. 
· Unfortunately, your application cannot be considered if: 

· Your form is incomplete or is not signed 

· You do not send the requested supporting documents
· You do not meet the eligibility criteria 

· Please return the completed application form and photocopied supporting documents to: Student Services, Birkbeck University of London, Malet Street, London, WC1E 7HX
THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS THURSDAY 31st AUGUST 2017

	

	Part 1: YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS

	Your Student or applicant ID number
	

	Your Full Name
	

	Your Title (e.g. Mr, Mrs)
	
	Your Date Of Birth
	

	Your Contact Address, including postcode
	

	

	Your Contact Phone Number
	

	Your Email Address
	

	

	Part 2: ELIGIBLE STATUS

	I confirm that I …
	… have a disability
	… am a Carer
	… am a Care Leaver

	

	Part 3: COURSE DETAILS

	Which foundation year programme do you intend to study at Birkbeck in 2017/18? 
(The list of eligible programmes can be found in the Guidance Notes at the end).

	


	Part 4: YOUR SUPPORTING STATEMENT

	Please type your supporting statement in this box. In no more than 1000 words please explain to us:
1. How this degree will help you achieve your long term goals.
2. How you will fit your studies around any other commitments you have (work; home; social; etc.).
3. What will help you sustain your interest and motivation for the full four years of your undergraduate degree.
4. How you will cover the cost of completing your degree and how this scholarship will help you. 

5. Why you have chosen to study at Birkbeck College.
 Don’t forget to answer all five questions!




	Part 5: YOUR FAMILY STATUS (Please circle the relevant options)

	Which of the following applies to you? 
	Married
	Living with Partner
	Single/Living with Parents

	Do you have any children that are financially dependent on you?
	YES   /   NO

	If YES, give details:
	Child’s name
	Date of birth
	Living with you full time?

	
	
	
	YES   /   NO

	
	
	
	YES   /   NO

	
	
	
	YES   /   NO

	
	
	
	YES   /   NO

	

	Part 6: YOUR HOUSEHOLD INCOME

	If you are under 25, you will be assessed on your parental income unless SFE have classified you as “Independent”. For more information on Independent status please contact SFE directly, or speak to our Student Advice Service.

	What was your gross annual income for the 2015-16 tax year? 

(If you are under 25, what was your parents’ gross annual income for the 2015-16 tax year?)
	£

	If you live with a partner, what was your partner’s gross annual income for the 2015-16 tax year?
	£

	

	Part 7: YOUR DECLARATION

	Please read the following statement and sign below to indicate your agreement.

· I confirm that the information I have provided is correct to the best of my knowledge and I consent to my data being processed for the purposes of selection 
· I have read the Guidance Notes and have enclosed all the relevant documentation 
· I understand that the deadline for receipt of applications by Student Services is Thursday 31st August 2017
· I understand if information I have provided in support of my application is found to be incorrect, Birkbeck reserves the right to withdraw any scholarship I may have been awarded (and that this may also lead to disciplinary action by the College).
· I understand that information provided on this application form may be disclosed to the  Birkbeck Donor who has funded this scholarship unless I have ticked this box: *

	*Birkbeck Donors: The College is able to help many students through the generous support of individual benefactors and charitable trusts and these donors may like to know something about the individual students whom their funds have helped.  Under the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 the College must have your consent to disclose information about you and your application for financial support to our donors. This information is held by them in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.

	Your name (in CAPITALS)
	

	Your signature 
	
	Date
	

	CONFIDENTIALITY

Applications are seen only by the Committee, Student Funding Administration staff and donors who fund student financial support. It may however be necessary for additional supporting information to be sought from other university staff in order for the Committee to reach a decision (e.g. we may need to contact the Disability office to confirm your status as a disabled student).

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998

Birkbeck College is a data controller in terms of the 1998 legislation. The Committee, Academic Registrar and Funding Advice Service follow College policy in matters of data protection.  The data requested in this form is covered by the notification provided by the College under the Data Protection Act.  Personal data will be used solely in the College for statistical purposes and electronic records keeping. The data will not be passed to any third party without your consent, except when the College is required to do so by law.  Any formal enquiries concerning the use of data noted here should be addressed to the Academic Registrar.


	GUIDELINES ON COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION

1. Please note that ALL sections of the form must be completed.

2. You also need to submit the following documentation to support your application: 

a. Disability – if you are disabled, we need supporting evidence of this. For example a letter from your GP or any other suitably qualified and senior health or support worker. Note, if you have registered as a disabled student at Birkbeck and have a Study Support Plan, you do not need to provide additional proof of this status.
b. Carers – if you are a carer, we will need supporting evidence for this. Ideally this would be a copy of a recent letter confirming that you are in receipt of Carer’s Allowance. If this is not possible, something from one of the following to confirm your caring responsibilities:

   • Carer's Support Group

   • Social Services / Local Authority

   • NHS or Private Support Worker for the person receiving care

   • A letter from your GP

c. Care Leavers – if you are a recent care leaver (within the last 5 years) you will be asked to declare this when you apply to Student Finance England (SFE) for your means-tested loan. SFE will let us know that you are a care leaver. However, if you left care more than five years ago we will need some supporting evidence of this – for example a letter (or copy of a letter) from your support worker, carer or health worker etc. 

Please do contact us if you are unsure what sort of evidence will be accepted. 
3. ONLY if you are successful in your application for a scholarship, we will then ask you to also provide the following information:
a. Confirmation of your Student Finance England Tuition Fee Loan for the 2017/18 Academic Year. If you are not using an SFE Tuition Fee Loan to fund your studies, please provide proof of alternative provision to cover your fees.
b. Confirmation of your gross household income for the 2015/16 tax year. This can be done by ensuring you are means-tested by Student Finance England. This can be done when you apply for your loan, after your loan has already been approved, or can be requested even if you do not plan to take out a student loan. 
Note, if you are under 25, you will be assessed on your parental income unless SFE have classified you as “Independent”. For more information on Independent status please contact SFE directly, or speak to our Student Advice Service.
You will need to give consent for Student Finance England to share your bursary data with Birkbeck. If you are unsure whether or not you have done this, you can contact Student Finance England on 0300 100 0607.

If you have completed an EU application form, and have been assessed as EU by Student Finance England (i.e. not eligible for a maintenance loan) you will be contacted by Student Finance England directly in order to be means-tested.

Once this process is complete, Student Finance England will send us your household income electronically.
Please ensure we receive confirmation of both your tuition fee loan, and your household income by 31st October 2017. Unfortunately, if we do not receive this by the deadline, you will no longer be eligible for a scholarship, and it may be allocated to another student.
Please contact student advice by using studentadvice@bbk.ac.uk or log a request via ‘Ask’ in your Birkbeck Profile if you have any questions.


