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Programme Rationale & Aims

The School aims to provide education in criminology and criminal justice that is critical,
guestioning and creative. It is designed for students from a range of different backgrounds.
It seeks to enable students to develop the relevant skills and knowledge and applicable to
the study of criminology and criminal justice.

The Criminology Certificate of Higher Education programme aims to:

1. Introduce students to key themes, concepts and debates in criminology and

criminal justice.

2. Develop student’s knowledge in a range of general and specialist criminology topics
for research, personal interest and/or employment purposes.

b w

Enable student to develop their critical, intellectual and research skills.
Offer an access course that will enable students to pursue further higher education.

5. Provide a flexible mode of study that is sensitive to the particular needs of mature

and part time students.
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Entry Criteria

This is an open access programme (i.e. no formal qualifications are required). All modules
are taught at university level, so students must be fluent in English reading, writing and

speaking.
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Learning Outcomes

1. A clear understanding of major concepts, principles, policies, theories and
methods relevant to criminology and criminal justice.



https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code/subject-benchmark-statements
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2. An understanding of the major criminal justice institutions, their functions and
their operation.

3. An ability to place criminological and criminal justice studies, policies and
institutional practices in their historical, ethical, social, political, cultural and
economic context. In particular we aim to encourage students to interrogate the
interface between the theory and practice of criminology and criminal justice.

4. An appreciation of social scientific methods which can be used to identify, locate
and analyse scholarly, policy and practical developments in the field.

5. An understanding of multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of crime and
criminal justice and an ability to make use of a range of theoretical and
methodological frameworks in the social sciences and humanities.

6. Confidence in a range of subject specific and transferable skills that can prepare
students for employment or further studies. These include skills in writing and
problem solving, IT literacy, group work, independent research, analysis and
critique, oral presentation, independent research, critique, and problem solving;
and

7. The ability to exercise sound academic judgement, take personal responsibility for
their course of study and demonstrate initiative.
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Learning, teaching and assessment methods

The School of Law employs a variety of teaching and learning strategies to enable learning
outcomes to be achieved. In particular we promote student learning through lectures;
seminars; virtual learning environments; student led study groups facilitated by the school;
private tutorials; web based independent skills tutorials; weekend and pre-sessional skills
workshops; public lectures and research seminars.

The modules are taught in weekly in the evenings and via “Saturday” Schools. Classes
usually run for 12 weeks from October — December, , January — March or April — July..
Each class meeting lasting three hours in the evening or full day Saturdays.

We employ a diversity of assessment tools including independent research essays, exams,
group work, reflective journals, skills workbooks, and creative and critical thinking
exercises. Each modules ususally includes two to three assessments, such as a short
practice essay, plus two loners essays or one essay and one exam.
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Programme Description

The Criminology Certificate in Higher Education (Criminology) is designed to introduce
students to a range of topics in the field and to build students’ skills, knowledge and
confidence in the subject. Students are required to complete four core modules:

e Understanding Crime

e Criminal Justice Process
e Sociology of Crime

e Psychology of Crime
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19 | Programme Structure

Part-Time Programme: Students would normally take 1-3 modules per year over 2-4 years.

Level Module Code Module Title Credits Status*®
4 FFCN01454 Understanding Crime 30 CORE
4 FFCN90754 Criminal Justice Process 30 CORE
4 FFCN90554 Sociology of Crime 30 CORE
4 FFCN90654 Psychology of Criminal Behaviour 30 CORE
Status*®

CORE — Module must be taken and passed by student; COMPULSORY — Module must be taken, mark can be
reviewed at sub-exam board; OPTIONAL — Student can choose to take this module

20 | Regulations

e Admissions
This programme adheres to the College Admissions Policy:
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/registry/policies/documents/admissions-policy.pdf

e Credit Transfer
Accredited Prior Learning will be considered in line with the College Policy on
Accredited Prior Learning
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/registry/policies/documents/accreditation-prior-learning.pdf

e Programme Regulations
This programme adheres to the College Common Awards Scheme

http://www.bbk.ac.uk/registry/policies/regulations

e Programme Specific Regulations (or not applicable) N/A

21 | Student Attendance Framework —in brief

The full version of the ‘Student Attendance Framework’ is available
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/mybirkbeck/services/rules/Attendance-Framework.pdf .

Principle

Consistent and regular student attendance in class (or equivalent) promotes and affords
student success. Inconsistent and irregular attendance is less likely to result in student
success and is consistent with lower marks and degree classifications being achieved and
awarded.

Attendance expectation

Birkbeck, University of London expects you to consistently attend all timetabled sessions,
including lectures, seminars, group and individual tutorials, learning support sessions,
workshops, laboratories, field trips, inductions and demonstrations.

E-Registers
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All Birkbeck students are issued with student cards. Students are expected to take them
to classes and to assessment venues and to present them to a member of staff if
requested. This is for the purpose of identifying Birkbeck students.
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Student Support and Guidance

All Birkbeck students have access to a range of student support services, details can be
found on our website here: http://www.bbk.ac.uk/mybirkbeck/services/facilities
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Methods of Enhancing Quality and Standards

The College has rigorous procedures in place for the monitoring and enhancing its
educational provision. This includes regular monitoring of programmes drawing on
feedback from various sources including external examiner's reports, student feedback,
student achievement and progression data. In addition, departments are reviewed every
four to five years through the internal review process that includes external input.

For more information please see the Academic Standards and Quality website
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/registry/about-us/operations-and-quality

24 | Programme Director Sarah Lamble

25 | Start Date (term/year) September 2008
26 | Date approved by TQEC Spring 2008

27 | Date approved by Academic Board Summer 2008

28 | Date(s) updated/amended July 2013
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