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Introduction 
Module Aims and Objectives 

This course – which is offered under the auspices of the Jean Monnet Chair in Parliamentary 
Democracy and European Integration held by Dr Dionyssis G. Dimitrakopoulos at Birkbeck – 
has three core objectives. First, it seeks to examine the nature of the European Union. 
Second, it investigates the way in which the EU polity has evolved over time and the factors 
that shape its development. Third, it seeks to provide a critical examination of some of the key 
topics that permeate current debates on the process of European integration. Questions that 
will be examined in the context of this course include the following: What is the European 
Union? Where does the idea of a united Europe come from and why did it materialise only 
after World War II? How does the EU operate and why? How has it evolved over time? What 
are its main institutions? What kind of theories have social scientists developed in order to 
explain the process of European integration? What can the study of politics, law, history and 
the economy contribute to our understanding of the European Union? What is 
Euroscepticism? 

The course is taught over 10 weeks with each session lasting three hours so as to include 
practical tasks (such as reading and discussing key documents in the history of European 
integration, etc.) carried out by the students in class either individually or in small groups, 
always under the direct supervision of the course tutor. This is meant to maximise in-class 
learning and thus reduce the need for post-class work. 

Students completing this course will: 
• be familiar with the main concepts and theories applied in the study of European integration; 
• have detailed knowledge of the EU’s institutions and political process; 
• have a developed a critical approach to current debates and issues concerning the EU 

polity; 
• be familiar with documentary sources; and 
• have developed transferable skills, including critical evaluation, analytical investigation, 

giving oral presentations, communication and teamwork. 

Background Reading 
If you have never encountered the EU before, S. Usherwood and John Pinder's The European 
Union: A Very Short Introduction (4th edition, Oxford: Oxford U.P., 2018) is the best place from 
which to start. A good alternative is D. Dinan. 2010. Ever Closer Union: An Introduction to 
European Integration. 4th edn. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

The following textbooks will be useful for this course: 
Coman, Ramona, Amandine Crespy, and Vivien A. Schmidt, eds. 2020. Governance and 

Politics in the Post-Crisis European Union. Cambridge: Cambridge U.P. 
Cini, Michelle, and Nieves Pérez-Solórzano Borragán. 2019. European Union Politics. 6th edn. 

Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
Hodson, Dermot, and John Peterson, eds. 2017. The Institutions of the European Union. 4th 

edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
Bulmer, Simon, Owen Parker, Ian Bache, Stephen George, Charlotte Burns. 2020. Politics in 

the European Union. 5th edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
In terms of theories of integration, a good place from which to start is S. Saurugger. 2014. 

Theoretical Approaches to European Integration. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
These are available in the College library. Textbooks are a useful way into the complex issues 
that we will cover during this term but you will need to read much more widely so as to make 
the most of the course and do well in your essay and exams. 
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The Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics is another important e-resource. You can gain 
access to it via the College’s e-library as well as the course’s Moodle site (see below). It will 
be a very useful resource throughout this course. It includes the content of the Oxford 
Research Encyclopedia of European Union Politics which will be useful throughout this course. 
In many cases – incl. when it comes to essay preparation – it would be a good idea to start 
either from a textbook or the relevant entry in the aforementioned encyclopedia, prior to 
reading the more demanding (and rewarding) academic literature that appears in this reading 
list.  

Although the module is not meant to provide a running commentary on current events, 
students are encouraged to keep up to date with current developments (both for the purposes 
of stimulating seminar discussions but also for being better informed citizens) by reading 
esteemed publications such as the Financial Times and the Economist (also accessible via the 
College’s e-library), and using online news resources such as www.euractiv.com. Knowledge 
of a foreign language is not a requirement for those taking the course but sources such as Die 
Zeit, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Le Monde and Libération can be 
particularly useful, as can some influential and informative blogs (see the course’s site on 
Moodle for the relevant links) for students who do read other languages. Among the UK daily 
newspapers, the FT and the Guardian currently have the best UK correspondents in Brussels. 
You can also find them on Twitter where they are active (see your tutor’s BXL correspondents’ 
list on Twitter. Please also note that one of the key innovations introduced by this course is 
that much of the work that the course entails will be done in class (e.g. by reading key 
speeches and analysing them, etc.). 

Moodle 
This module uses a virtual learning environment known as Moodle, which contains electronic 
copies of module-related materials, such as PowerPoint presentations and selected readings. 
Moodle will also provide the principal means of electronic communication between lecturers 
and students and provide a platform for essay submission and marking. The Moodle base for 
this module can be accessed online by logging on with your ITS username and password 
(which you should receive when you have enrolled at Birkbeck). 
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Module Syllabus 

Date Lecture Seminar Practical task 
A: HISTORY AND THEORIES 

15.1.21 The History of the Introduction to the logic of Reading the Ventotene Manifesto 
Idea of a ‘United the division of powers; the 
Europe’ EU policy process; the role 

of the state. 
22.1.21 The Development of The origins and early Reading the Schuman Declaration 

the EC, 1950-2009 stages of integration. 
29.1.21 The ‘Grand ‘Grand theories’ of (long seminar) 

Theories’ of European integration 
Integration 

B: INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICS 
5.2.21 Executive Politics in The role of the European Comparing the EEC and Lisbon 

the EU: The Eur. Commission. treaties 
Commission; the 
Eur. Council 

12.2.21 Legislative/Executive a) The European Council; The Eur. Commission, the Eur. Council 
Politics in the EU: b) transparency in the and political leadership. Comparing 
The Council of Council (of Ministers) the Lisbon Treaty’s provisions with the 
Ministers French Constitution 

19.2.21 Reading week: no class 
26.2.21 Workshop week (Jean Monnet events) 

Saturday Legislative Politics in a) The ‘democratic • Should the EP be abolished? 
school: the EU: The Eur. deficit’; • In-class test 
27.2.21 Parliament b) The Spitzenkandidaten 

process 
5.3.21 a) Judicial politics: a) Early agreements Compare the Rome and the Lisbon 

The ECJ (seminar on legislative Treaty’s provisions on the reform of 
b) EU Agencies politics continued); the treaties 
c) EU Treaty b) The politics of treaty 

reform reform 
12.3.21 From words to The UK as part of the The role of the ECJ under the Lisbon 

deeds? The politics ‘world of domestic Treaty compared to a national federal 
of EU policy politics’? Reviewing the court. 
implementation case of the Working Time 

Directive 
19.3.21 Euroscepticism a) Euroscepticism; Reviewing party manifestos on 

b) Brexit European integration 
26.3.21 Policy modes and The Community method in a) Reading Jürgen Habermas on the 

the ‘crisis’ of the crisis? Community method 
Community method b) Moravcsik and ‘The End of the EU’ 

Key dates for your diaries 
• 27 February 2021: In-class ‘test’; 
• 15 March 2021: Deadline for the submission of the essay (at 12 noon); 
• 16 April 2021: The exam paper becomes available on Moodle at 12 noon; 
• 19 April 2021: Deadline for the submission of exam answers via Moodle at 12 noon. 
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Reading list 

Key 
(C): Classic 
(E): Essential 
(I): Important 

Part A: HISTORY AND THEORIES 

Week 1: 15 January 2021 
Lecture: the history of the idea of a ‘united Europe’. 
What does unity mean? What shape did various reformers propose that this unity take? What 
was the place of the state therein? What were their motives? Why did it materialise only after 
World War II? 

Background reading 
(I) Pagden, Anthony, ed. 2002. The Idea of Europe: From Antiquity to the European Union. 

Cambridge: Woodrow Wilson Center and Cambridge U.P. Ch. 1. 
Wilson, Kevin, and Jan van der Dussen, eds. 1993. The History of the Idea of Europe. London: 

Routledge. 
Heater, D. 1992. The Idea of European Unity. Leicester: Leicester U.P. 
Whintle, Michael et al., eds. 2002. Ideas of Europe since 1914. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Introductory seminar: the logic of the course, the importance of lessons from comparative 
government, the logic of the division of powers within the EU and the role of the state in the 
process of European integration. 

Essential reading 
Usherwood, Simon, and John Pinder. 2018. The European Union: A Very Short Introduction. 

4th edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. Chapter 1. 

Further reading 
Usherwood, Simon, and John Pinder. 2018. The European Union: A Very Short Introduction. 

4th edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. Chapter 2. 

In-class activity: reading the Manifesto for a free and united Europe (Ventotene manifesto). 
What lessons can we draw from it? Why is it considered a key document in the history of 
European integration? What do the timing, content as well as the identity of its authors (Altiero 
Spinelli and Ernesto Rossi) say about the nature of the process of European integration? 
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Week 2: 22 January 2021 
Lecture: the development of the European Communities/Union, 1950-2009 
What are the key traits of the EU’s development during this period of time? How do deepening 
and widening relate to each other in the process of European integration? What happened 
during the period of ‘Eurosclerosis’ and why? Why was the integration process relaunched in 
the mid-1980s? 

Background reading 
Dinan, Desmond, ed. 2014. Origins and Evolution of the European Union. 2nd edn. Oxford: 

Oxford U.P. 

Seminar: the origins and early stages of the process of European integration 
What were the key lessons that one can draw from early stages of European integration in 
terms of the scope, pace and geographical coverage of this radical endeavour? What were 
the key arguments used against it and how can we make sense of them? 

Essential reading 
Parsons, Craig. 2014. “The Triumph of Community Europe”. In Origins and Evolution of the 

European Union, edited by D. Dinan. 2nd edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. or 
Patel, Kiran Klaus. 2020. “European Regional Integration from the Twentieth to the Twenty-

first Century”. In Governance and Politics in the Post-Crisis European Union, edited by 
Ramona Coman, Amandine Crespy and Vivien A. Schmidt, 35-53. Cambridge: 
Cambridge U.P. 

Further reading 
Vanke, Jeffrey. 2014. “Charles de Gaulle’s Uncertain Idea of Europe”. Origins and Evolution 

of the European Union, edited by D. Dinan. 2nd edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
Deighton, Anne, ed. 1995. Building Post-War Europe: National Decision-Makers and European 

Institutions, 1948-63. Basingstoke: Macmillan. 
(C) Milward, Alan S. 1994. The European Rescue of the Nation-State. London: Routledge. 
Moravcsik, Andrew. 2000a. "Beyond grain and grandeur: an answer to critics and an agenda 

for future research."  Journal of Cold War Studies 2 (3):117-42. 
_____. 2000b. "De Gaulle between grain and grandeur: the political economy of French EC 

policy, 1958-1970 (Part I)." Journal of Cold War Studies 2 (2):3-43. 
_____. 2000c. "De Gaulle between grain and grandeur: the political economy of French EC 

policy, 1958-1970 (Part II)." Journal of Cold War Studies 2 (3):4-68. 
Criddle, Byron. 1969. Socialists and European Integration: A Study of the French Socialist 

Party. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 
Griffiths, Richard T., ed. 1993. Socialist Parties and the Question of Europe in the 1950s. 

Leiden: E.J. Brill. 
European Union. N.d. EU timeline: the European Union through the years. 

In-class activity: reading the Schuman declaration. What lessons can we draw from it? Why 
is it considered a key document in the history of European integration? 
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Week 3: 29 January 2021 
Lecture: theories of integration 
What are the main theories that seek to explain the emergence and development of the 
EC/EU? How do they relate to broader theoretical debates between political scientists? What 
are their strengths and limitations? 

Overviews 
Saurugger, Sabine. 2014. Theoretical Approaches to European Integration. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave. 
Wiener, Antje, Tanja A. Börzel, and Thomas Risse, eds. 2019. European Integration Theory. 3rd 

edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

Further reading 
Functionalism and Neofunctionalism 
Mitrany, D. 1946 [1943]. A Working Peace System. An Argument for the Functional 

Development of International Organization. London: National Peace Council [Royal Institute 
of International Affairs]. 

_____. “The Functional Approach to World Organization”. International Affairs 24 (3):350-63. 
Haas, Ernst B. 1958. The Uniting of Europe: Political, Social, and Economic Forces 1950-1957. 

Stanford, California: Stanford UP. 
Tranholm-Mikkelsen, Jeppe. 1991. “Neo-functionalism: obstinate or obsolete? A reappraisal 

in the light of the new dynamism in the EC”. Millennium 20 (1):1-22. 

Intergovernmentalism (classic, liberal, ‘new’) 
Hoffmann, Stanley. 1966. “Obstinate or obsolete? The fate of the nation-state and the case of 

Western Europe”. Daedalus 95 (3):862-915. 
_____. 1982. “Reflections on the nation-state in Western Europe today”. Journal of Common 

Market Studies 21 (1-2):21-37. 
Moravcsik, Andrew. 1993. “Preferences and power in the European Community: a liberal 

intergovernmentalist approach”. Journal of Common Market Studies 31 (4):473-524. 
_____. 1998. The Choice for Europe: Social Purpose and State Power from Messina to 

Maastricht. Ithaca, NY: Cornell UP. 
Kleine, M. and Pollack, M., eds. 2018. “Special issue on liberal intergovernmentalism”. Journal 

of Common Market Studies, 56(7). In particular, see the contributions by Hix, Moravcsik, 
Schimmelfennig and the editors. 

Bickerton, Christopher J., Hodson, Dermot, 
Intergovernmentalism: European Integration 
Common Market Studies, 53 (4):703–22. 

and 
in the 

Puetter, 
Post-M

Uwe. 
aastricht 

2015. 
Era". 

"The 
Journal 

New 
of 

Critiques and debates 
Marks, Gary, Liesbet Hooghe, and Kermit Blank. 1996. “European integration from the 1980s: 

state-centric v. multi-level governance”. Journal of Common Market Studies 34 (3):341-78. 
Pierson, Paul. 1996. “The path to European integration. A historical institutionalist analysis”. 

Comparative Political Studies 29 (2):123-63. 
Christiansen, T., Jørgensen, K.E. and Wiener, A. eds. 2001. The Social Construction of Europe. 

London: Sage. Chapters 1 and 2. Or special issue of the Journal of European Public 
Policy, Vol. 6, No. 4, including A. Moravcsik’s response. 

Hooghe, Liesbet, and Gary Marks. 2009. "A postfunctionalist theory of European integration: 
from permissive consensus to constraining dissensus." British Journal of Political Science 
39 (1):1-23. 
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Manners, I. and Richard Whitman, eds. 2016. "Special Issue 2016: Another Theory is Possible: 
Dissident Voices in Theorising Europe", Journal of Common Market Studies, 54(1). 

Seminar (two hours): neofunctionalism, liberal intergovernmentalism 
What are the main points on which each of these two ‘grand theories’ is couched? What are 
their strengths and weaknesses?  What can we learn from their critiques? 

Essential reading 
Saurugger, Sabine. 2014. Theoretical Approaches to European Integration. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave. Chapter 2. 
Moravcsik, Andrew and Frank Schimmelfennig. 2019. "Liberal Intergovernmentalism". In 

European Integration Theory, edited by A. Wiener, T. A. Börzel, and Th. Risse. 3rd edn. 
Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
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Part B: INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICS 

Week 4: 5 February 2021 
Lecture: Executive politics in the EU – the European Commission and the European 
Council 
Are the roles of the European Commission and the European Council (as defined by the EU 
treaty) similar to those of a national executive or not? How are these key institutions internally 
organised and how do they operate? Are they partners or rivals? Have their roles changed 
over time? 

Overviews 
Nugent, N., and M. Rhinard. 2015. The European Commission. 2nd edn. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
Wessels, Wolfgang. 2016. The European Council. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Further reading 
European Commission 

Bauer, Michael W. 2006. "Co-managing programme implementation: conceptualising the 
European Commission's role in policy execution." Journal of European Public Policy 13 
(5):717-35. 

Bürgin, Alexander. 2018. "Intra- and Inter-Institutional Leadership of the European 
Commission President: An Assessment of Juncker's Organizational Reforms." Journal 
of Common Market Studies 56 (4):837-853. 

Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis G., ed. 2004. The Changing European Commission, Europe in 
Change Series. Manchester: Manchester U.P. 

Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis G., and Hussein Kassim. 2005. "Inside the European Commission: 
preference formation and the Convention on the Future of Europe." Comparative 
European Politics 3 (2, special section on Preference Formation and the Institutions of 
the EU edited by D. G. Dimitrakopoulos and Hussein Kassim):180-203. 

Ellinas, Antonis A., and Ezra Suleiman. 2012. The European Commission and Bureaucratic 
Autonomy: Europe's Custodians. Cambridge: Cambridge U.P. 

Fabbrini, Sergio. 2016. "The executive deficit of the European Union". openDemocracy, 8 April. 
Georgakakis, Didier. 2017. European Civil Service in (Times of) Crisis: A Political Sociology of 

the Changing Power of Eurocrats. Translated by Marina Urquidi. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
(I) Hartlapp, Miriam, Julia Metz, and Christian Rauh. 2014. Which Policy for Europe? Power 

and Conflict inside the European Commission. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
(I) Kassim, Hussein, and Dionyssis G. Dimitrakopoulos. 2007. "The European Commission and 

the future of Europe." Journal of European Public Policy 14 (8, special issue on Political 
agency in the constitutional politics of the European Union edited by Derek Beach and 
Thomas Christiansen)):1249-70. 

(I) Kassim, Hussein, and Brigid Laffan. 2019. "The Juncker Presidency: The ‘Political 
Commission’ in Practice." Journal of Common Market Studies 57 (S1):49-61. 

(I) Majone, Giandomenico. 2002. "The European Commission: The Limits of Centralization and 
the Perils of Parliamentarization."  Governance 15 (3):375-392. 

Nugent, Neill, and Mark Rhinard. 2016. "Is the European Commission Really in Decline?"  
Journal of Common Market Studies:n/a-n/a. doi: 10.1111/jcms.12358. 

(I) Nugent, Neill, and Mark Rhinard. 2019. "The ‘political’ roles of the European Commission." 
Journal of European Integration 41 (2):203-220. 

Schafer, Jerome. 2014. "European Commission Officials' Policy Attitudes." Journal of 
Common Market Studies 52 (4):911-927. 

Wille, A. C. 2013. The Normalization of the European Commission: Politics and Bureaucracy 
in the EU Executive. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
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European Council 
(I) Bocquillon, Pierre, and Mathias Dobbels. 2014. "An elephant on the 13th floor of the 

Berlaymont? European Council and Commission relations in legislative agenda setting." 
Journal of European Public Policy 21 (1):20-38. 

Anghel, Suzana, and Ralf Drachenberg. 2019. The European Council under the Lisbon Treaty. 
How has the institution evolved since 2009?: European Parliament. 

de Schoutheete, Philippe. 2012. Conseil européen et méthode communautaire, Policy paper 
No. 57. Paris: Notre Europe. 

de Schoutheete, Philippe. N.D. The debate on the European Council in the Convention. 
Brussels: Institut Royal de Relations Internationales. 

de Schoutheete, Philippe, and Helen Wallace. 2002. The European Council. Paris: Notre 
Europe. 

(I) Puetter, Uwe. 2013. The European Council – the new centre of EU politics. Stockholm: 
SIEPS. 

Puetter, Uwe. 2014. The European Council and the Council: New Intergovernmentalism and 
Institutional Change. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

(I) Van Rompuy, Herman. 2019. "'My advice': Open letter from Van Rompuy to Michel." 
EUObserver, 8 July. 

Seminar: the role of the European Commission 
What is the role of the European Commission under the treaty? How does the Commission 
exercise this role and why? 

Essential reading 
Bulmer, Simon et al. 2020. Politics in the European Union. 5th edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. Chapter 

13. 

Further reading 
Nugent, N., and M. Rhinard. 2015. The European Commission. 2nd edn. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Chapters 8-12. 

In-class activity: comparing the EEC (Rome, 1957) and the Lisbon (2007/9) treaties in relation 
to the European Commission’s powers. 
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Week 5: 12 February 2021 
Lecture: between legislative and executive politics – the Council (of Ministers) 
What kind of institution is the Council? What is its role within the EU’s institutional 
architecture? Is it a legislative or an executive institution? Why is it not as transparent as it 
could be? Is it as intergovernmental as its composition implies? 

Background reading 
In addition to the corresponding chapters in the textbooks mentioned earlier, the following are 
useful: 
Hayes-Renshaw, Fiona, and Helen Wallace. 2006. The Council of Ministers. 2nd edn. 

Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
Naurin, Daniel, and Helen Wallace, eds. 2008. Unveiling the Council of the European Union. 

Games Governments Play in Brussels. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Further reading 
(I) Rozenberg, O. 2019. The Council of the EU: From the Congress of Ambassadors to a 

Genuine Parliamentary Chamber? Study for the AFCO Committee of the European 
Parliament. PE 608.855. Luxembourg: European Parliament/Directorate General for 
Internal Policies of the Union. 

Benedetto, Giacomo. 2017. "Power, money and reversion points: the European Union's annual 
budgets since 2010." Journal of European Public Policy 24 (5):633-652. 

(I) Cross, James P. 2013. "Striking a pose: transparency and position taking in the Council of 
the European Union."  European Journal of Political Research 52 (3):291-315. 

Cross, James P. 2014. "The seen and the unseen in legislative politics: explaining censorship 
in the Council of Ministers of the European Union." Journal of European Public Policy 
21 (2):268-285. 

Häge, Frank M. 2007. "Committee Decision-making in the Council of the European Union." 
European Union Politics 8 (3):299-328. 

(I) Häge, Frank M. 2008. "Who Decides in the Council of the European Union?" Journal of 
Common Market Studies 46 (3):533-558. 

Hagemann, Sara, Sara B. Hobolt, and Christopher Wratil. 2016. "Government Responsiveness 
in the European Union: Evidence From Council Voting." Comparative Political Studies:1-
27. doi: 10.1177/0010414015621077. 

(I) Hagemann, Sara, and Bjorn Hoyland. 2008. "Parties in the Council?" Journal of European 
Public Policy 15 (8):1205 - 1221. 

Heisenberg, Dorothee. 2005. "The institution of 'consensus' in the European Union: formal 
versus informal decision-making in the Council." European Journal of Political Research 
46 (1):65-90. 

Lewis, Jeffrey. 2010. "How institutional environments facilitate co-operative negotiation styles 
in EU decision-making." Journal of European Public Policy 17 (5):648-664. 

(I) Novak, Stéphanie. 2013. "The Silence of Ministers: Consensus and Blame Avoidance in the 
Council of the European Union." Journal of Common Market Studies 51 (6):1091-1107. 

The Eurogroup (the gathering of the finance ministers of the members of the Eurozone) 
Craig, Paul. 2017. "The Eurogroup, power and accountability." European Law Journal 23 (3-

4):234-249. 
Khan, Mehreen. 2020. "The case for abolishing the eurogroup." Financial Times, 30 January. 
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Seminar: 
a) the European Council 

Why has it been claimed that the European Council is the ‘new centre of EU politics’? Is this 
a positive development or a risky one? 

Essential reading 
(I) Puetter, Uwe. 2013. The European Council – the new centre of EU politics. Stockholm: 

SIEPS. 

b) Why is transparency in the Council (of Ministers) a problem? 

Essential reading 
Melchior, Sigrid. 2020. "EU transparency reforms can’t be left half done." Investigate Europe, 

23 June. 
Hayes-Renshaw, Fiona. 2017. “The Council of Ministers: Conflict, Consensus, and Continuity”. 

In The Institutions of the EU, edited by D. Hodson and J. Peterson. 4th edn. Oxford: 
Oxford U.P. 

Further reading 
Bunyan, Tony. 2007. Secret trilogues and the democratic deficit, Statewatch Viewpoint. 

London: Statewatch. 
Bunyan, Tony. 2009. European Parliament: Abolish 1st [and 2nd] reading secret deals - bring 

back democracy “warts and all”. Statewatch analysis. London: Statewatch. 

In-class activity: The Eur. Commission, the Eur. Council and political leadership. Comparing 
the Lisbon Treaty’s provisions with the French Constitution 
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Week 6: 19 February 2021 – reading week 
No class but an opportunity to a) get some reading done in relation to the material that we 
have covered thus far and b) start work on your essay. 

Week 7a: Workshop week (incl. Jean Monnet Chair events) 
Students taking this module are expected to attend a) the generic skills sessions (essay 
writing, etc.) offered by the Department of Politics during this week and b) any events held 
under the auspices of the Jean Monnet Chair in Parliamentary Democracy and European 
Integration held by Dr D. G. Dimitrakopoulos. 

Week 7b: 27 February 2021 – Saturday school 
Lecture: legislative politics in the EU – the European Parliament 
What is the European Parliament? How does it compare to national parliaments? How and 
why has its institutional position changed in the EU polity? What is the ‘democratic deficit’? 
Does it exist? Why is its existence contested and what remedies have been proposed? 

Overviews 
Ripoll Servent, Ariadna. 2018. The European Parliament. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
Hix, S, Raunio, T., Scully, R. 2003. “Fifty years on: research on the European Parliament”. 

Journal of Common Market Studies 41(2):191-202. 
Ripoll Servent, Ariadna, and Christilla Roederer-Rynning. 2018. "The European Parliament: A 

Normal Parliament in a Polity of a Different Kind." In Oxford Research Encyclopedia in 
Politics, edited by William R. Thompson. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

Further reading 
Burns, Charlotte, Anne Rasmussen and Christine Reh, eds. 2013. "Special issue on twenty 

years of legislative codecision in the European Union." Journal of European Public Policy 
20(7). 

Hix, Simon, Abdul Noury, and Gérard Roland. 2006. "Dimensions of politics in the European 
Parliament." American Journal of Political Science 50 (2):494-520. 

(I) Rittberger, Berthold. 2003. "The creation and empowerment of the European Parliament." 
Journal of Common Market Studies 41 (2):203-25. 

(I) Rittberger, Berthold. 2005. Building Europe's Parliament: Democratic Representation 
Beyond the Nation State. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

_____. 2008. "The historical origins of the EU's system of representation." Journal of European 
Public Policy 16 (1):43-61. 

_____. 2012. "Institutionalizing Representative Democracy in the European Union: The Case 
of the European Parliament." Journal of Common Market Studies 50 (supplement 1):18-
37. 

Crum, Ben, and Deirdre Curtin. 2015. "The Challenge of Making European Union Executive 
Power Accountable." In The European Union, edited by Simona Piattoni, 63-87. Oxford U.P. 

The ‘democratic deficit’ 
Start from the corresponding seminar reading, followed by these: 
Weiler, J.H.H. with Haltern, U.R. and Mayer, F.C. 1995. “European democracy and its critique”. 

West European Politics 18(3);24-33. 
Hix, Simon. 2008. What's wrong with the European Union and how to fix it. Cambridge: Polity. 
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Mair, Peter. 2007. "Political Opposition and the European Union." Government and Opposition 
42 (1):1-17. 

Hix, Simon, and Stefano Bartolini. 2006. Politics: The Right or the Wrong Sort of Medicine for 
the EU? Paris: Notre Europe. 

Magnette, Paul, and Yannis Papadopoulos. 2008. On the politicization of the European 
consociation: A middle way between Hix and Bartolini. EUROGOV. 

White, Jonathan. 2014. "Politicizing Europe." In Democratic Politics in a European Union Under 
Stress, edited by Olaf Cramme and Sara B. Hobolt, 87-102. Oxford U.P. 

Bellamy, Richard, and Dario Castiglione. 2013. "Three models of democracy, political 
community and representation in the EU." Journal of European Public Policy 20 (2):206-
223. 

Fossum, John Erik, and Johannes Pollak. 2015. "Which Democratic Principles for the European 
Union? What Deficit?" In The European Union, edited by Simona Piattoni, 29-45. Oxford 
U.P. 

Nicolaïdis, Kalypso. 2015. "Demoicratic Theory and Europe’s Institutional Architecture in 
Times of Crisis." In The European Union, edited by Simona Piattoni, 137-163. Oxford U.P.

Early agreements and trilogues 
Burns, Charlotte. 2013. "Consensus and compromise become ordinary but at what cost? A 

critical analysis of the impact of the changing norms of codecision upon European 
Parliament committees." Journal of European Public Policy 20(7):988-1005. 

Reh, Christine. 2014. "Is informal politics undemocratic? Trilogues, early agreements and the 
selection model of representation." Journal of European Public Policy 21(6):822-841. 

de Ruiter, Rik and Christine Neuhold. 2012. "Why Is Fast Track the Way to Go? Justifications 
for Early Agreement in the Co-Decision Procedure and Their Effects." European Law 
Journal 18(4):536-554. 

Roederer-Rynning, Christilla, and Justin Greenwood. 2020. "Black boxes and open secrets: 
trilogues as ‘politicised diplomacy’." West European Politics:1-25. doi: 
10.1080/01402382.2020.1716526. 

_____, and _____. 2017. "The European Parliament as a developing legislature: coming of age 
in trilogues?"  Journal of European Public Policy 24 (5):735-754. 

The ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ process 
Politicians’ views 

Cameron, David. 2014. "« M. Juncker n'a figuré sur aucun bulletin de vote »." Le Monde, 13 
June. 

Gonzalez, Felipe, Lionel Jospin, Paavo Lipponen, Aleksander Kwasniewski, Gerhard Schröder, 
Constantinos Simitis, Mario Soares, and Franz Vranitzky. 2009. A programme, a majority 
and a candidate to make a difference in the European Union: a declaration by 
personalities of the socialist and social democratic family. 

Dehaene, Jean-Luc, Jacques Delors, Joschka Fischer, Felipe González, Pascal Lamy, Paavo 
Lipponen, Denis Macshane, Péter Medgyessy, John Monks, Tommaso Padoa-Schioppa, 
and Romano Prodi. 2008. "Un besoin d'Union face à la crise." Le Monde, 11 December. 

Schäuble, Wolfgang. 2011. ""Ein Präsident für Europa!" - Interview." Die Zeit, 29 September. 

Academic and other sources 
Braun, Daniela , and Sebastian A. Popa. 2018. "This time it was different? The salience of the 

Spitzenkandidaten system among European parties." West European Politics. doi: 
10.1080/01402382.2017.1419003. 

Christiansen, Thomas. 2016. "After the Spitzenkandidaten: fundamental change in the EU’s 
political system?" West European Politics 39 (5):992-1010. 
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Cloos, Jim. 2019. Spitzenkandidaten: a debate about power and about the future development 
of the EU. Brussels: Egmont: Royal Institute for International Affairs. 

Fabbrini, Sergio. 2013. The parliamentary election of the Commision President: constraints on 
the parliamentariszation of the Union. Rome: LUISS Guido Carli School of Government. 

Gattermann, Katjana, and Franziska Marquart. 2020. "Do Spitzenkandidaten really make a 
difference? An experiment on the effectiveness of personalized European Parliament 
election campaigns." European Union Politics doi: 10.1177/1465116520938148. 

Hobolt, Sara B. 2014. "A vote for the President? The role of Spitzenkandidaten in the 2014 
European Parliament elections." Journal of European Public Policy 21 (10):1528-1540. 

Kelemen, R. Daniel. 2019. "The Spitzenkandidaten Process: Requiem for a Misguided 
Eurodream?" Dublin City University Brexit Institute blog. 19 June. 

Macshane, Denis. 2017. "Time for the Spitzenkandidat to die." Politico Europe, 11 July. 
Priestley, Julian, and Nereo Peñalver García. 2015. The Making of a European President. 

Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
von Ondarza, Nicolai. 2019. A Redefinition of “Spitzenkandidaten”: The Next EU Commission 

Needs a Common Political Mandate. Berlin: SWP. 
Westlake, Martin. 2016. Chronicle of an Election Foretold: The Longer-Term Trends leading to 

the ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ procedure and the Election of Jean-Claude Juncker as 
European Commission President. London: LSE/European Institute. 

Seminar:1 

a) The ‘democratic deficit’ 
What is the essence of the debate between the two opposing ‘camps’? 

Essential reading 
Moravcsik, Andrew. 2002. "In defence of the 'democratic deficit': reassessing legitimacy in the 

European Union." Journal of Common Market Studies 40 (4):603-24. 
Hix, Simon, and Andreas Føllesdal. 2006. "Why there is a democratic deficit in the EU: a 

response to Majone and Moravcsik." Journal of Common Market Studies 44 (3):533-62. 

Further reading 
Majone, Giandomenico. 1998. "Europe's 'democratic deficit': the question of standards." 

European Law Journal 4 (1):5-28. 
Majone, Giandomenico. 2000. "The Credibility Crisis of Community Regulation." Journal of 

Common Market Studies 38 (2):273-302. 

b) The ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ process 
What can we learn from the way in which the ‘Spitzenkandidaten’ came about? 

Essential reading 
Brok, Elmar. 2014. Factsheet: the story of the “Spitzenkandidaten”. Brussels: Elmar Brok’s 

office. 

Further reading 
Cioloș, Dacian. 2019. "How to remake the EU." Politico Europe, 26 November. 
Weber, Manfred. 2019. "Five ways to fix European democracy." Politico Europe, 26 November. 

1 This week’s reading list is lengthy because of a) the importance of this issue for the EU as a polity as 
well as b) the corresponding academic and broader political debate. 
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In-class activity: 
a) Should the EP be abolished? Hix v. Straw 
b) In-class ‘test’ 
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Week 8: 5 March 2021 
Lecture: 

• Judicial politics: the EU’s courts; 
• EU Agencies; 
• The reform of the EU treaty 

What role do the EU’s courts play in the process of European integration? Are accusations of 
judicial activism warranted? How has the ‘ECJ” ‘constitutionalised the treaty? What does that 
entail and why is it important? What does the EU’s ‘agencification’ entail and why does it 
matter? How is the EU treaty revised and why does it matter? How has the reform method 
evolved over time and why? 

Overviews 
In addition to the relevant chapters from the textbooks mentioned at the beginning of this 
coursebook, the following are useful: 
Saurugger, Sabine, and Fabien Terpan. 2017. The Court of Justice of the European Union and 

the Politics of Law. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
Alter, K.J. 2009. The European Court's Political Power Across Time and Space. Evanston, IL: 

Northwestern University. Available online. 
Egeberg, M. and J. Trondal. 2017. “Researching European Union Agencies: What Have We 

Learnt (and Where Do We Go from Here)?' Journal of Common Market Studies 55(4): 675-
90. 

Hix, Simon, and Bjørn Høyland. 2011. The Political System of the European Union. 3rd edn. 
Basingstoke: Palgrave. Chapter 4. 

Seminar: 
a) Early agreements in the European Parliament: what are they about? How do they 

operate? Are they a problem or not? 

Essential reading 
Kluger Dionigi, Maja, and Anne Rasmussen. 2019. "The Ordinary Legislative Procedure." In 

Oxford Research Encyclopedia in Politics, edited by William R. Thompson. N.Y: Oxford U.P. 

b) The reform of the EU treaty 
What are the key differences between the new and the traditional method of reforming the EU 
treaty?  Do they matter? 

Essential reading 
Beach, Derek. 2019. "Constitutional Treaty and European Union Politics " In Oxford Research 

Encyclopedia in Politics, edited by William R. Thompson. Oxford: Oxford U.P. Please read 
the third and the concluding sections. 

ó Broin, P. 2010. How to Change the EU Treaties: An Overview of Revision Procedures under 
the Treaty of Lisbon, Brussels: CEPS. 

Further reading 
Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis G. 2008. “Norms, Strategies and Political Change: Explaining the 

Establishment of the Convention on the Future of Europe”. European Journal of 
International Relations 14 (2):319-341. This will be useful for those interested to know how 
the switch from IGCs to the Convention came about. 

In-class activity: Compare the Rome and the Lisbon Treaty’s provisions on the reform of the 
treaties 
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Week 9: 12 March 2021 
Lecture: from words (in law) to praxis (at street-level) – the politics of EU policy 
implementation 
What does the implementation of the EU’s policies entail, who does it and how? Why does it 
matter? Is it a straightforward process or ‘the continuation of politics by other means’? 

Overviews 
Treib, Oliver. 2014. "Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs." Living 

Reviews in European Governance 9 (1). 
Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis G., and Jeremy J. Richardson. 2001a. "Common law strife." The 

Guardian, 23 April 2001. 
_____, and _____. 2001b. "Implementing EU public policy." In European Union: Power and 

Policy-Making, edited by Jeremy J. Richardson, 335-56. 2nd edn. London: Routledge. 
Lelieveldt, Herman, and Sebastiaan Princen. 2015. The Politics of the European Union. 2nd 

edn. Cambridge: Cambridge U.P. Chapter 11. 
Versluis, Esther, Mendeltje van Keulen, and Paul Stephenson. 2011. Analyzing the European 

Union Policy Process. Basingstoke: Palgrave. Chapter 8. 

Further reading 
Falkner, Gerda, and Oliver Treib. 2008. "Three worlds of compliance or four? The EU-15 

compared to new member states." Journal of Common Market Studies 46 (2):293-313. 
Falkner, Gerda, Oliver Treib, Miriam Hartlapp, and Simone Leiber. 2005. Complying with 

Europe: EU Harmonisation and Soft Law in the Member States. Cambridge: Cambridge 
U.P. 

Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis G. 2001a. "Learning and steering: changing implementation 
patterns and the Greek central government." Journal of European Public Policy 8 
(4):604-22. 

_____. 2001b. "The transposition of EU law: 'Post-decisional politics' and institutional 
autonomy." European Law Journal 7 (4):442-458. 

_____. 2008. The Power of the Centre: Central Governments and the Implementation of E.U. 
Public Policy in Greece, France and the U.K. Manchester: Manchester U.P. 

_____. 2019. "Party family or nation state? The post-decisional politics of supranational socio-
economic regulation." Comparative European Politics 17 (3):317-37. 

Seminar: why was the UK part of the ‘world of domestic politics’? Reviewing the case 
of the Working Time Directive. 

Essential reading 
Treib, Oliver. 2014. "Implementing and complying with EU governance outputs." Living 

Reviews in European Governance 9 (1). Please read pages 12-13. 
Dimitrakopoulos, Dionyssis G. 2010. "Between the party family and the nation state: post-

decisional politics and socio-economic regulation in the EU." Paper presented at the Fifth 
Pan-European Conference on EU Politics organised by the ECPR's Standing Group on 
the European Union, Porto, Portugal, 23-26 June. Please read the following: introduction, 
theoretical section, section on the UK. 

In-class activity: The role of the ECJ under the Lisbon Treaty compared to a national federal 
court. 
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Week 10: 19 March 2021 
Lecture: Euroscepticism 
What is Euroscepticism? Is there one or many? What causes it? How does it relate to populism 
and nationalism? 

Overviews/introductions 
Start from the following two and then proceed to read Taggart; Leconte. 
Bijsmans, Patrick. 2020. "Euroskepticism, a Multifaceted Phenomenon." In Oxford Research 

Encyclopedia in Politics, edited by William R. Thompson. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 
Rooduijn, Matthijs, and Stijn van Kessel. 2019. "Populism and Euroskepticism in the European 

Union." In Oxford Research Encyclopedia in Politics, edited by William R. Thompson. 
Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

Leconte, Cécile. 2010. Understanding Euroscepticism. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
Taggart, Paul. 1998. A touchstone of dissent: Euroscepticism in contemporary western 

European party systems. European Journal of Political Research 33 (3)363-88. 

Further reading 
Boomgaarden, Hajo G., and André Freire. 2009. "Religion and Euroscepticism: Direct, Indirect 

or No Effects?" West European Politics 32 (6):1240-1265. 
Brack, Nathalie, and Nicholas Startin (eds). 2015. "Euroscepticism, from the margins to the 

mainstream." International Political Science Review 36 (3 (special issue: 
Euroscepticism, from the margins to the mainstream)). 

Flood, Chris. 2009. "Dimensions of Euroscepticism." Journal of Common Market Studies 47 
(4):911-917. 

Fresh Start. 2013. Manifesto for change. A new vision for the UK in Europe. London: Fresh 
Start. 

Guibernau, Montserrat. 2016. "Understanding Euroscepticism: How British hostility to the EU 
contrasts with opposition elsewhere in Europe." LSE EUROPP blog, 12 January, 
accessed 12 January. 

Hakhverdian, Armen, Erika van Elsas, Wouter van der Brug, and Theresa Kuhn. 2013. 
"Euroscepticism and education: A longitudinal study of 12 EU member states, 1973– 
2010." European Union Politics 14 (4):522-541. 

Halikiopoulou, Daphne, Kyriaki Nanou, and Sofia Vasilopoulou. 2012. "The paradox of 
nationalism: The common denominator of radical right and radical left Euroscepticism." 
European Journal of Political Research 51 (4):504–539. 

Hooghe, Liesbet. 2007. "What drives Euroskepticism? Party–public cueing, ideology and 
strategic opportunity " European Union Politics 8 (1):5-12. 

(I) Hooghe, Liesbet, and Gary Marks. 2007. "Sources of Euroscepticism " Acta Politica 42:119-
27. 

Kaufmann, Eric. 2016. "It’s NOT the economy, stupid: Brexit as a story of personal values." 
LSE Politics & Policy blog, 7 July. 

(I) Kopecký, Petr, and Cas Mudde. 2002. "The Two Sides of Euroscepticism: Party Positions 
on European Integration in East Central Europe." European Union Politics 3 (3):297-326. 

Mudde, Cas. 2019. "European governments are fuelling Euroscepticism." The Guardian, 15 
July. 

Usherwood, Simon, Nick Startin, and Simona Guerra (eds). 2013. "Confronting 
Euroscepticism." Journal of Common Market Studies 51 (1 (special issue on 
'Confronting Euroscepticism')). 

(I) Vasilopoulou, Sofia. 2013. "Continuity and Change in the Study of Euroscepticism: Plus ça 
change?" Journal of Common Market Studies 51 (1):153-168.. 
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Seminar: a) Euroscepticism 
What is Euroscepticism? What causes it? Is Peter Mair right? How does it relate to proposals 
to address the ‘democratic deficit’? 

Essential reading 
Leconte, Cécile. 2010. Understanding Euroscepticism. Basingstoke: Palgrave. Ch. 3. 
Mair, Peter. 2007. "Political Opposition and the European Union." Government & Opposition 

42 (1):1-17. 

Seminar b): Brexit – what accounts for it? 

Essential reading 
Kaufmann, Eric. 2016. "It’s NOT the economy, stupid: Brexit as a story of personal values." 

LSE EUROPP blog, 7 July. 
Becker, Sascha O., Thiemo Fetzer, and Dennis Novy. 2016. "The fundamental factors behind 

the Brexit vote." VoxEU blog. 31 October. 
Dorling, Danny. 2016. "Brexit: the decision of a divided country." British Medical Journal (354). 

If you are short of time, try the video instead (the link can be found on Moodle). 

Further reading 
O'Rourke, Kevin. 2016. "Brexit: This backlash has been a long time coming." VoxEU blog. 7 

August. 
Menon, Anand. 2017. "Review essay: Why the British Chose Brexit. Behind the Scenes of the 

Referendum." Foreign Affairs. 
O’Rourke, Kevin. 2019. A Short History of Brexit: from Brentry to Backstop. London: Pelican. 
O’Toole, Fintan. 2018. Heroic Failure: Brexit and the Politics of Pain. London: Apollo. 
Virdee, Satnam and Brendan McGeever. 2018. “Racism, Crisis, Brexit”. Ethnic and Racial 

Studies 41(10): 1802-19. 

In-class activities: a) reviewing UKIP’s manifesto; b) Conservative, Labour, and Liberal 
Democrat party manifestos on European integration. 
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Week 11: 26 March 2021 
Lecture: the EU’s ‘policy modes’ 
What is the ‘Community method’ and why is it said to be in crisis? What are the alternative 
ways in which the EU operates, when it does not rely on the Community method? What are 
their strengths and weaknesses? 

Overviews 
Wallace, Helen, and Christine Reh. 2014. "An Institutional Anatomy and Five Policy Modes." In 

Policy-making in the European Union, edited by Helen Wallace, Mark A. Pollack and 
Alasdair R. Young, 72-112. 7th edn. Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

Fabbrini, Sergio. 2020. “Institutions and Decision-Making in the EU”. In Governance and 
Politics in the Post-Crisis European Union, edited by Ramona Coman, Amandine 
Crespy and Vivien A. Schmidt, 54-73. Cambridge: Cambridge U.P. 

Seminar: the Community method in crisis? 
Why is the Community method said to be in crisis? Why does this matter? 

Essential reading 
Barnier, Michel, and António Vitorino. 2002. The Community method. CONV 231/02, Brussels, 

3 September 2002. Brussels: Convention on the Future of Europe. This is the canonical 
statement of the substance of the Community method. 

Buonanno, Laurie, and Neill Nugent. 2013. Policies and Policy Processes of the European 
Union. Basingstoke: Palgrave. Chapter 7. 

Further reading 
Community method 

Bertoncini, Yves, and Valentin Kreilinger. 2012. Elements of synthesis. Seminar on the 
Community Method organised by Notre Europe and the Bureau of European Policy 
Advisers (BEPA) on 28 February 2012 in Brussels. Paris: Notre Europe and BEPA. 

Crum, Ben. 2003. "Legislative-Executive Relations in the EU." Journal of Common Market 
Studies 41 (3):375-95. 

de Schoutheete, Philippe. 2012. Conseil européen et méthode communautaire, Policy paper 
No. 57. Paris: Notre Europe. 

(I) Dehousse, Renaud, ed. 2011. The 'Community Method': Obstinate or Obsolete? 
Basingstoke: Palgrave/Macmillan. 

(I) Devuyst, Youri. 2020. The European Union’s Community Method: Foundations and 
Evolution. In Oxford Research Encyclopedia in Politics, edited by William R. Thompson. 
Oxford: Oxford U.P. 

(C) Habermas, Jürgen. 2013. Democracy, Solidarity and the European Crisis. Lecture 
delivered on 26 April 2013 at the Catholic University of Leuven. Leuven: KUL. 

(I) Ponzano, Paolo. 2011. Community and intergovernmental method: an irrelevant debate? 
Paris: Notre Europe. 

Other modes 
Schout, Adriaan, Dick Zandee, Wouter Zweers, and Julian Mühlfellner. 2019. From the 

‘Ordinary’ Method to the Transgovernmental Method. Comparative Trends in EU 
Governance. Clingendael Report July 2019. The Hague: The Clingendael Institute. 

Borrás, Susana, and Kerstin Jacobsson. 2004. "The open method of co-ordination and new 
governance patterns in the EU." Journal of European Public Policy 11 (2):185-208. 

- 22 -



   

        
     

        
  

          
     

          
 
 

     
   

  

Borrás, Susana, and Claudio M. Radaelli. 2014. "Open method of co-ordination for demoi-
cracy? Standards and purposes." Journal of European Public Policy 22 (1):129-144. 

Hatzopoulos, Vassilis. 2007. "Why the Open Method of Coordination Is Bad For You: A Letter 
to the EU."  European Law Journal 13 (3):309–342. 

Schäfer, Armin. 2004. Beyond the Community Method: Why the Open Method of Coordination 
was Introduced to EU Policy-Making. European Integration online Papers 8 (13). 

Thillaye, Renaud. 2013. Coordination in place of integration? London: Policy Network. 

In-class activities: a) reading Jürgen Habermas on the Community method; b) Andrew 
Moravcsik on ‘the end of the EU’ (video) 
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Assessment 

The final mark for the module is the weighted average of the essay (which constitutes 25% of 
the final mark), the exam (which constitutes 65% of the final mark) and the seminar mark 
(which constitutes 10% of the final mark and relates to an in-class ‘test’ to be held on 27 
February 2021). 

The required word length for the essay is 2,500 words (+/- 10%), including bibliography. 
Please do not go beyond the maximum word limit; essays that breach this limit by more than 
10% might have marks deducted or might not be marked at all. 

Please note that the essay accounts for 25% of the final module mark, so you have a strong 
incentive to work as hard as you can on this coursework and to submit it on time. 

The due date for submitting the essay for this module is 12 pm (midday) on 15 March 
2021. Students will receive their essay marks and accompanying feedback by 26 March 
2021. 

The latest date for submitting essays for other modules are indicated in the table below. Please 
note that some students may find themselves facing the same deadline for assignments on 
two or more modules. You are encouraged to pay careful attention to this issue when 
managing your time so as to avoid working on multiple assignments at the last minute. 

Please note that some students may find themselves facing the same deadline for assignments 
on two or more modules. You are encouraged to pay careful attention to this issue when 
managing your time so as to avoid working on multiple assignments at the last minute. The 
latest date for submitting essays for other modules are indicated in the table below. 

Level 5 and 6 modules and coursework due dates 

Due Date 14 Dec. 2020 1 February 2021 15 March 2021 21 June 2021 

War and 
British and Comparative Contemporary Social and Political 

Modern 
Foreign Policy Analysis British Politics Theory (Essay 2) 

Society 
Comparative Introduction to The United States 

Challenges in 
European International in International 

Contemporary Politics 
Politics Political Economy Politics 

Food, Politics and Social and Political 
Society Theory (Essay 1) 

Level 5/6 Transformations in 
Module The EU Polity 

Modern Politics 

International Migration 
and Transnationalism 

Parliamentary Studies has two major pieces of assessment due in the Spring Term. 
See the module handbook for details. Gender, Race and Class in Global Political 
Economy has three learning journals due during term time and one major essay due 
at the end of term 2. See the module handbook for details. 
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Coursework Submission 
Students are required to submit their coursework electronically via Moodle on (or before) the 
essay submission date. 

The deadline time for all coursework is 12 p.m. (midday). 

Please keep an electronic and hard backup of the essay for safekeeping. 

The Department endeavours to maintain anonymity for marking. Students are asked to 
complete a coursework cover sheet using their student number but not their name. This form 
should be cut and pasted onto the first page of their essay document. This file should also 
be saved using the student number rather than the student name (e.g. 12106999.doc). 
This is very important. We cannot identify your submission if you do not do this. 

A coursework cover sheet is available on Moodle. 

Students are advised to use the Harvard system of referencing (and do so consistently) but 
other established systems are acceptable (e.g. Chicago; MLA, APA, etc.) provided they are 
correctly and consistently employed. For guidance on how to reference books, journal articles, 
and other material, go online. 

Coursework Feedback and Results 
When you submit coursework during the year you can usually expect to receive a mark 
and feedback on Moodle within four working weeks (please note that work submitted after 
coursework deadlines may take significantly longer to mark, depending on the time of 
year). 

The purpose of all feedback is to help you hone your academic skills and improve your 
work. Feedback on assessment consists of a mark and information on how you did and 
suggestions for development that you can reflect on and implement in your next piece of 
work. 

Remember to read the marker’s feedback comments carefully – don’t just look at the 
mark! 

If you have failed a piece of coursework you will be expected to resubmit – please see 
your programme handbook for information on resubmission and retakes. 

All marks are provisional until they are approved by the Politics Exam Board, which meets 
in July of each year. Overall module marks (including exam marks) and dissertation results 
are released after this July meeting of the Politics Exam Board and will be made available 
to you via your My Birkbeck Profile (these marks will not appear on Moodle), usually in late 
July/early August. 

Late Submission and Mitigating Circumstances 
College policy dictates how the Department treats work that is due for assessment but 
submitted after the submission deadline. 
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Any piece of assessment that is submitted late and for which no application for 
consideration of mitigating circumstances (see below) has been accepted will be 
awarded a mark of no more than the pass mark of 50%. As a courtesy, you should tell 
your module seminar leader and your administrator if you are going to submit an essay 
late. However, staff cannot give extensions. 

Where an assessment has not been submitted or attended and no application for 
consideration of mitigating circumstances has been accepted a mark of zero will be 
awarded. 

If your essay or essays are submitted late because of illness or other mitigating factors, you 
are advised to submit a claim for mitigating circumstances to be considered. 

The mitigating circumstances form and procedure is available online (please read the policy 
and guidance carefully). If your evidence is regarded as compelling, penalty marks will be 
revoked, and the ‘merited’ mark substituted. 

It is very important that you submit your mitigating circumstances claim within two weeks of 
the assessment deadline for the element of assessment to which the claim relates. We are 
unable to consider any claims that are not accompanied by independent documentary 
evidence – for details on what is appropriate here please see pages 4-5 of the mitigating 
circumstances policy. 

Update made on 24 September 2020 
• There is a two-week cut-off for late submissions; 
• And a 10% deduction for any assignment submitted up to 7 days late, 

after which it will be capped as usual; 
• If submitted later than two weeks the assignment will not be considered 

for marking 

Exams 
The take-home exam requires students to answer three questions from a list of ten. 
The questions will be released on Moodle at midday on 16 April 2021 and answers 
should be uploaded by midday on 19 April 2021. There is a word limit of 1,000 
words per question. As this is an open book assessment, you are allowed to consult 
notes, texts, journal articles, books etc. However, answers should be written as they 
would be in a closed exam, referring to authors’ names where appropriate but avoiding 
direct quotations from the academic literature. A list of references does not need to be 
provided, except if direct quotes are used. References count towards the word limit. 
Answers will be checked for assessment offences, including plagiarism, in the usual 
way. Students must avoid using directly material already used in essays, and must 
neither plagiarise nor 'self-plagiarise', i.e. use - verbatim - material previously submitted 
for summative assessment. 

More guidance on the conduct of take-home exams is available under the Assessment 
tile of the Moodle base for this module. Past exams are available online. 
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Students who fail or do not take the exam in a module may be allowed a re-sit in August 
based on a different set of questions. Re-sit marks are capped at the passing grade 
unless the student has an accepted mitigating circumstances claim. 

Seminar mark 
This will be allocated on the basis of attending an in-class test that will cover the 
material examined up until that point. This test will take place (in class) right at the end 
of the workshop week (see key dates). Attendance is compulsory. 

Essay Questions 
1. What is differentiated integration? What are its strengths and 

weaknesses? 
Since this is a topic that we did not cover in class, here is a list of relevant sources: 
Eriksen, Erik O. 2019. Contesting Political Differentiation: European Division and the Problem 

of Dominance. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
Gostyńska-Jakubowska, Agata, and Christian Odendahl. 2017. A flexible EU: A new beginning 

or the beginning of the end? London: CER. 
(I) Koenig, Nicole. 2015. A diffrentiated view of diferentiated integration. Berlin: Jacques Delors 

Institute. 
Kroll, Daniela A., and Dirk Leuffen. 2014. "Enhanced cooperation in practice. An analysis of 

differentiated integration in EU secondary law." Journal of European Public Policy 22 
(3):353-373. 

Leruth, Benjamin, and Christopher Lord (eds). 2015. "Special issue: Differentiated integration 
in the European Union."  Journal of European Public Policy 22 (6). 

(E) Leuffen, Dirk, Berthold Rittberger, and Frank Schimmelfenig. 2013. Differentiated 
Integration: Explaining Variation in the European Union. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Schimmelfennig, Frank. 2016. "Good governance and differentiated integration: Graded 
membership in the European Union." European Journal of Political Research 55 (4):789-
810. 

Schimmelfennig, Frank, Dirk Leuffen, and Berthold Rittberger. 2015. "The European Union as 
a system of differentiated integration: interdependence, politicization and differentiation." 
Journal of European Public Policy 22 (6):764-782. 

(I) Schimmelfennig, Frank, and Thomas Winzen. 2020. Ever Looser Union? Differentiated 
European Integration. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

(E) von Ondarza, Nicolai. 2013. Strengthening the Core or Splitting Europe? Prospects and 
Pitfalls of a Strategy of Differentiated Integration. Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. 

Winzen, Thomas. 2016. "From capacity to sovereignty: Legislative politics and differentiated 
integration in the European Union." European Journal of Political Research 55 (1):100-119. 

Zhelyazkova, Asya. 2014. "From selective integration into selective implementation: The link 
between differentiated integration and conformity with EU laws." European Journal of 
Political Research 53 (4):727-746. 

2. What lessons can one draw from the experience of the early steps of 
European integration in the 1950s? 

3. Why is the European Commission often thought to be a ‘motor of 
integration’? Discuss with reference to its formal powers under the treaty. 

4. In what way does the European Parliament differ from a ‘normal’ 
parliament? 

5. Discuss the nature of the Council (of Ministers). 
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6. What do we know about the way in which EU policies are implemented at 
the national level and why does it matter? 

Reading Week and Workshop Week 
Reading Week 

Reading Week is held in both the autumn and spring terms. Lectures and seminars 
do not run during the Reading Week, the purpose of which is to give you an 
opportunity to revise the material covered in the first half of the term and to prepare 
for the second half. This is also an excellent opportunity for you to make a start on 
essays and other coursework. 

Workshop Week 
In Workshop Week, which is held in both the autumn and spring terms in Week 7, 
lectures and seminars for specific modules are replaced by general study skills 
sessions as well as other events, some of which may be course-specific. These 
sessions cover topics such as essay writing, exam preparation and how to go about 
researching and writing your dissertation. Other events include outside speakers from 
the world of research and/or politics. The Departmental Office will provide you with 
details in due course. Workshop Week is a fundamental part of your degree and 
attending the corresponding sessions (including and, in particular in the case of 
this course, the events organised under the auspices of the Jean Monnet Chair 
in Parliamentary Democracy and European Integration) is compulsory. 

Learning Resources, Academic Support and Student Feedback 
Attendance Policy 

Attendance is compulsory on all modules. Effective teaching and learning in 
seminars and lectures depends on all students attending. If you miss two or more 
classes in any module you may be advised to meet with your personal tutor, who will 
help you to address any academic problems that have arisen. Students attending 
fewer than three quarters of their classes on all modules will not normally be permitted 
to register for the written examination(s) and thus will not be able to complete the 
degree. 

Special circumstances are always taken into consideration. If you have difficulties that 
prevent you from attending, it is very important that you contact the module leader and 
your personal tutor. The Department is fully committed to enabling our students to 
complete their degrees. 

If you are unable to attend a class, you should contact the seminar tutor concerned to 
explain the circumstances and ask for any supplementary module materials you have 
missed — but bear in mind that such aids are no substitute for actual attendance, and 
that course material will not always be available, depending on the nature of the class. 
It is also important to find out whether you have missed any instructions or tasks for 
the following class. 

In addition to regular class attendance, all students (both part-time and full-time) are 
expected to spend a number of hours per module every week in self-study, reading, 
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seminar preparation and – at certain times of the year – completion of 
assignments. This means that you will need to be fully committed to your studies 
before starting the course, and should carefully consider whether or not you are 
embarking on the best mode of study in the circumstances. Birkbeck has a long 
history of supporting working students successfully to undertake and complete 
challenging degree-level study. It is important that students embarking on our 
programmes (especially full-time) have space enough in their week to attend class, 
prepare for seminars, and research and write assignments. Any student who is 
struggling with their study, work and life balance should always contact their personal 
tutor to discuss the situation so that strategies can be put in place to enable them to 
complete their degree. It is possible to take a break in studies and you should talk to 
your personal tutor about this if you are finding it difficult to attend or to do the 
necessary preparation and coursework. 

Birkbeck Attendance Framework 

During the 2020-21 academic year, depending on College measures in place as 
a result of COVID-19, the attendance requirement may apply only to live 
interactive seminars (if, for example, some lectures are pre-recorded and made 
available for online access). 

Availability of Lecturers and Seminar Leaders 
Lecturers and seminar leaders are available to answer student queries about their 
work or to assist where students are experiencing difficulties relating to the subject 
matter covered during the module. They will let you know the best way of contacting 
them and when they are available to see you. 

Personal Tutors 
As part of our programme of student support all students are assigned to a personal 
tutor. In postgraduate programmes, the personal tutor is normally the programme 
director. You can find out who your personal tutor is on your MyBirkbeck profile (click 
on ‘Academic Support’). 

Your tutor is available by appointment, and can offer advice and referrals for issues 
affecting student progress and wellbeing. 

Learning Support 
Studying at Birkbeck is undoubtedly challenging. The College’s Learning 
Development Service will help you consider how you can achieve your goals, find out 
what studying at Birkbeck is like and improve your study skills through a range of 
online tutorials and events. For more details, please go online. 

Birkbeck offers a range of academic development workshops for students. Some 
courses are initially only available to first year undergraduates, but other students can 
join a standby list. All workshops are free of charge unless stated otherwise. Topics 
covered include: 
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• Moodle 
• Reading skills 
• Note-taking 
• Time Management 
• Essay writing 
• Academic English 

Visit our Learning Skills module on Moodle for resources that will help you build 
academic skills and increase academic performance. 

You should also check out the College guidance about learning online. 

Problems Affecting Your Studies 
If difficulties arise at work or with family, money, health or anything else that may affect 
your study, please let someone in the Department know, and we will do our best to 
help. You are welcome to approach the director of your module, or the director of your 
programme. 

If you wish to speak to a member of staff who is not teaching you, you might contact 
the Student Experience Officer, Dr Lisa Tilley or the Head of the Department of Politics, 
Dr Samantha Ashenden. 

Alternatively, you can contact the Students’ Union advice service online, or any of the 
College services listed on My Birkbeck. 

Birkbeck Library 
Although lectures and seminars are an essential element of the module, success in 
learning depends largely on the reading and research that is undertaken individually 
by students. Most items on the module reading lists are available via Moodle or in the 
Birkbeck Library, which is open seven days a week for most of the year. Essential items 
for modules can be found either in the Reading Room Collection of reference-only 
print books and photocopies, or will be made available electronically via Moodle. 

Information about the Library’s opening hours, layout and services, and access to the 
catalogue and electronic resources is available from the web site. 

As well as its physical holdings, the Library has a comprehensive range of electronic 
resources available from the eLibrary section of the web site, including thousands of 
electronic journals, specialist research databases (which tell you what has been written 
on a topic or by a particular author) and exam papers. 

An overview of the Library’s resources for Politics is available online. 

Other Libraries 
In the course of your studies it is expected that you will use the research collections 
located near to Birkbeck. 
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Student Feedback 
The Department believes that student feedback is important to the quality of its 
provision. It invites you to make your views known or to raise issues through the 
following formal channels: 

• Class Representatives are elected in the second/third week of the term. They 
represent the class in the Students’ Union and at the Student-Staff Exchange 
Meetings (see below), and can also approach the programme director or the Head 
of Department to raise issues on behalf of the class or individual classmates. 

• Student-Staff Exchange Meetings are scheduled each term. All students are 
welcome, and class representatives are expected to attend. These meetings are 
scheduled to precede Department meetings so that staff can consider their 
responses to the concerns raised and report back to students on action taken. 

• A Module Evaluation Questionnaire is completed and submitted in the Spring 
term. Students are asked to comment on the module and the quality of teaching. 
Responses are collated and summarised in a module review, presented by the 
module director to the Department Teaching and Learning Committee, where they 
are discussed. The module director examines the issues raised and identifies the 
follow-up action to be taken. A summary is presented by the Student Liaison 
Officer at the next Student-Staff Exchange Meeting. 

• Personal Tutors (undergraduate) and the Student Liaison Officer 
(postgraduate) will communicate any concerns you have to the relevant tutor, 
teacher or administrator. This is a good way of giving feedback to us privately. 

• Students are also encouraged to convey any concerns or complaints they have 
informally to module and programme directors or, if necessary, the Head of 
Department. 

Student Support and Wellbeing Services 

Student support at Birkbeck encompasses a wide range of services, aimed at not only 
supporting students’ learning experience but also their personal development. 

Disability and Dyslexia Service 
At Birkbeck we welcome students with disabilities and we are committed to helping 
you seize the opportunities that studying here presents. Regardless of your condition, 
our experienced, understanding and welcoming staff are here to support you during 
your studies. To make an appointment, please contact the Wellbeing Team from your 
My Birkbeck profile by clicking on ‘Ask us’ and selecting ‘New Ask‘ or call us on 020 
3907 0700. Alternatively, please visit our website for information about a Study 
Support Plan, Disabled Students’ Allowance, free dyslexia screening and more. 
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Access at Birkbeck 
Birkbeck's main buildings have wheelchair access, accessible lifts and toilets, our 
reception desks and teaching venues have induction loops for people with hearing 
impairments, and we have large print and tactile signage. Accessible parking, lockers, 
specialist seating in lectures and seminars and portable induction loops can all be 
arranged by the Disability and Dyslexia Service. 

Advice Service 
Our trained advisors are on hand to provide information and advice about many 
aspects of your studies at Birkbeck including but not limited to: application and 
enrolment process, applying for government loans and financial support from the 
College, and payment options. Where we cannot answer questions immediately, we 
will either get back to you with an answer or refer your query to a specialist team who 
can. 

Ask us a question, call us on 020 3907 0700 or come along to our drop-in sessions for 
help and support. Alternatively, please visit our website for further information. 

Counselling Service 
We offer a free, non-judgmental and confidential counselling service to support you 
with emotional or psychological difficulties during your time at university. To make an 
appointment for an initial consultation, please email counselling-services@bbk.ac.uk 
with your name, student ID, gender and telephone number. Alternatively, please visit 
our website for information about the service including a comprehensive selection of 
self-help resources which may be useful in gaining a greater understanding of the 
personal challenges you are facing and the ways in which you can think about 
addressing them. 

Mental Health Advisory Service 
We provide specialist advice and support in a safe, non-judgemental environment. Like 
the Counselling Service, we are here to help you when you are going through 
emotional or psychological difficulties. The main difference between our services is 
that the emphasis of our work is on practical support, rather than therapeutic 
interventions, to enable you to progress through your studies. To make an 
appointment, please contact the Wellbeing Team from your MyBirkbeck profile by 
clicking on ‘Ask us’ and selecting ‘New Ask‘ or call us on 020 3907 0700. For further 
information about the service, please visit our website. 

Careers and Employability Service 
We provide comprehensive careers advice, events and information services both in 
person and online. The service is free and available to all Birkbeck students and recent 
graduates. To find out how we can help you to enhance your career development and 
employability ask us a question or visit the Students’ Employability Space. Alternatively, 
please visit our website for further information. 
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Nursery Service 
We understand that studying while caring for a child or children can be especially 
challenging. We offer an affordable, professional evening nursery service, based in our 
central campus, for children aged from two to six years. For further information and 
contact details, please visit our website. 
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Accessing Resources Online: MyBirkbeck or Moodle? 

MyBirkbeck 

• Your applications and enrolments 
• Your teaching timetable 
• Your exam timetable 
• Your modules and marks* 
• Your attendance and ID card swipes 
• Your payment information 
• Your personal tutor details 
• Your Study Support Plan, and information on the academic support we provide 

*Please note that marks will only appear here once they have been officially 
published, usually in July. 

• Pay your fees 
• Upload a photo and order your Birkbeck ID card 
• Request a change to your study status 
• Confirm your modules 
• Submit an ASK query 
• Maintain and update your contact details 

Moodle 
• Read your module information including handbooks, reading lists, weekly 

schedules and messages from tutors 
• Access Library and IT skills information 
• Participate in discussion groups 
• Submit your coursework 
• View feedback and provisional marks for your coursework* 
• Enrol on study skills workshops 
• Access Moodle support 

*Please note that you will have to look on your MyBirkbeck profile to view exam marks and 
overall module marks. These are normally available in July each year. 
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Appendix A: Assessment Criteria 

Essays and exams are assessed using the following criteria (not in order of 
importance): 
• Answering the question: the extent to which the work has dealt directly and 

clearly with the assigned task and provided a focused answer to the particular 
intellectual problem posed. 

• Structure: the extent to which the work demonstrates coherent organization of 
the material and an overall argument that proceeds logically from introduction to 
conclusion. 

• Conceptual clarity: the extent to which the work has understood key terms and 
concepts, defined ambiguous terms, and employed them correctly. 

• Analytic Content: the extent to which the work provides a critical analysis of the 
problem that evaluates competing arguments and interpretations rather than a 
purely descriptive or narrative discussion. 

• Literature: the extent to which the work demonstrates familiarity with, and 
command of, the relevant scholarly writings on the subject to which the work is 
addressed. 

• Evidence and Examples: the extent to which the work deploys apposite examples 
and pieces of evidence to support its claims, thereby turning unsupported 
assertions into critical arguments. 

• Style and Presentation: the extent to which the work makes effective and correct 
use of the English language and is written in a clear and scholarly style. 

0-29: Totally inadequate work, which does not address the question and shows little 
or no knowledge of the subject, and fails to deal with any of the issues. 

30-39: Inadequate work, which says something relevant to the question, but does not 
show much evidence of reading or an ability to develop a clear argument. 

40-49: Poor work, which shows some knowledge of the literature and addresses the 
question, but lacks organisation. 

50-59: Satisfactory work, which shows an awareness of the major issues, shows 
knowledge of the sources and of alternative approaches to the subject. Does 
not show a clear understanding of alternative arguments and makes uncritical 
use of sources. 

60-69: Good work, which treats the issues in a critical and balanced way, and shows 
an awareness of context, sources and different explanations. 

70-79: Excellent work, which displays exceptional knowledge of the literature and/or 
a substantial measure of originality. 

80-100: Outstanding work in virtually all areas. Contains substantial evidence of 
original and independent thought. 

Further information on assessment is available from the Department of Politics and the 
College. 
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Appendix B: Birkbeck Plagiarism Guidelines 

Written by Birkbeck Registry and adapted for TSMB by Nicholas Keep 

What is plagiarism? 
Plagiarism is the most common form of examination offence encountered in 
universities, partly because of the emphasis now placed on work prepared by 
candidates unsupervised in their own time, but also because many students fall into it 
unintentionally, through ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism. Even if unintentional, 
it will still be considered an examination offence. 

This document, developed as guidelines to departments by Birkbeck Registry, is 
intended to explain clearly what plagiarism is, and how you can avoid it. 
Acknowledgement is made to guidance issued by the USA Modern Language 
Association (MLA, 1998). 

Plagiarism is the publication of borrowed thoughts as original, or in other words, 
passing off someone else’s work as your own. In any form, plagiarism is unacceptable 
in the Department, as it interferes with the proper assessment of students’ academic 
ability. Plagiarism has been defined as “the false assumption of authorship: the 
wrongful act of taking the product of another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s 
own” (Lindey, 1952, p2). Therefore, using another person’s ideas or expressions or 
data in your writing without acknowledging the source is to plagiarise. 

Borrowing others’ words, ideas or data without acknowledgement. It is acceptable, in 
your work, to use the words and thoughts of another person or data that another 
person has gathered but the borrowed material must not appear to be your creation. 
This includes essays, practical and research reports written by other students 
including those from previous years, whether you have their permission or not. It also 
applies to both ‘hard-copy’ material and electronic material, such as Internet 
documents. Examples include copying someone else’s form of words, or paraphrasing 
another’s argument, presenting someone else’s data or line of thinking. This form of 
plagiarism may often be unintentional, caused by making notes from sources such as 
books or journals without also noting the source, and then repeating those notes in an 
essay without acknowledging that they are the data, words or ideas belonging to 
someone else. Guard against this by keeping careful notes that distinguish between 
your own ideas and researched material and those you obtained from others. Then 
acknowledge the source. 

Example 1 

Original source: 

To work as part of a team, to be able and prepared to continue to learn throughout 
one’s career, and, most important, to take on board both care for the individual and 
the community, are essential aspects of a doctor’s role today. 
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Greengross, Sally (1997), “What Patients want from their Doctors”, Choosing 
Tomorrow’s Doctors, ed. Allen I, Brown PJ, Hughes P, Policy Studies Institute, London. 

Plagiarism: 

The essential aspects of a doctor’s role today are to work as part of a team, be able 
and prepared to continue to learn throughout one’s career, and, most importantly, to 
take on board both care for the individual and the community. 

Acceptable: 

One social writer believes that the essential aspects of a doctor’s role today are to 
work as part of a team, be able and prepared to continue to learn throughout one’s 
career, and, most importantly, to take on board both care for the individual and the 
community (Greengross, 1997). 

Example 2 

Original source: 

The binary shape of British higher education, until 1992, suggested a simple and 
misleading, dichotomy of institutions. […] Within their respective classes, universities 
and polytechnics were imagined to be essentially homogeneous. Their actual diversity 
was disguised. [….] The abandonment of the binary system, whether or not it 
encourages future convergence, highlights the pluralism which already exists in British 
Higher Education. 

Scott, Peter (1995), The Meanings of Mass Higher Education, SRHE and Open 
University Press, Buckingham, p43. 

Plagiarism: 

Prior to the removal of the binary divide between polytechnics and universities in 1992, 
there was a misleading appearance of homogeneity in each sector. Now there is only 
one sector, the diversity of institutions is more apparent, even if convergence may be 
where we’re heading. 

Acceptable: 

Peter Scott has argued that prior to the removal of the binary divide between 
polytechnics and universities in 1992, there was a misleading appearance of 
homogeneity in each sector. Now there is only one sector, the diversity of institutions 
is more apparent, even if convergence may be where we’re heading. (Scott, 1994) 

In each revision, the inclusion of the author’s name acknowledges whose ideas these 
originally were (not the student’s) and the reference refers the reader to the full 
location of the work when combined with a footnote or bibliography. Note that in the 
second example, the argument was paraphrased – but even so, this is plagiarism of 
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the idea without acknowledgement of whose idea this really is. In writing any work, 
therefore (whether for assessment or not) you should document everything that you 
borrow – not only direct quotations and paraphrases but also information and ideas. 
There are, of course, some common-sense exceptions to this, such as familiar 
proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. But you must indicate the 
source of any appropriated material that readers might otherwise mistake for your own. 
If in doubt, cite your source or sources. 

Copying material verbatim 
Another example of plagiarism is the verbatim copying of chunks of material from 
another source without acknowledgement even where they are accepted facts, 
because you are still borrowing the phrasing and the order and the idea that this is a 
correct and complete list. Also, you might be infringing copyright (see below). For 
example if you wrote based on example 2 above ‘The binary shape of British higher 
education, until 1992, suggested a simple and misleading, dichotomy of institutions. 
(Scott, 1995)’ then this still could be regarded as plagiarism as you used his exact 
words. It is important to rephrase the ideas in your own words, to show that you 
understand them while still acknowledging the source. 

Re-submission of work 
Another form of plagiarism is submitting work you previously submitted before for 
another assignment. While this is obviously not the same as representing someone 
else’s ideas as your own, it is a form of self-plagiarism and is another form of cheating. 
If you want to re-work a paper for an assignment, ask your lecturer whether this is 
acceptable, and acknowledge your re-working in a preface. 

Collaboration and collusion 
In collaborative work (if this is permitted by the lecturer) joint participation in research 
and writing does not constitute plagiarism in itself, provided that credit is given for all 
contributions. One way would be to state in a preface who did what; another, if roles 
and contributions were merged and truly shared, would be to acknowledge all 
concerned equally. However, where collaborative projects are allowed, it is usually a 
requirement that each individual’s contribution and work is distinguishable, so check 
with your lecturer. Usually, collusion with another candidate on assessed work (such 
as sharing chunks of writing or copying bits from each other) is not allowed. 

Copyright infringement 
Finally, you must guard against copyright infringement. Even if you acknowledge the 
source, reproducing a significant portion of any document (including material on the 
Internet) without permission is a breach of copyright, and a legal offence. You may 
summarise, paraphrase and make brief quotations (as I have done from my sources), 
but more than this risks infringing copyright. 

References 

Modern Language Association (1998) Guide for Writers of Research Papers (4th 
edition), MLA, New York 
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Lindey, A. (1952) Plagiarism and Originality. Harper, New York. 

Please see the policy on plagiarism and other assessment offences. 
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Appendix C: Policy on the Recording of Lectures and Other Teaching Sessions 

Please note that the copyright in the lectures and other teaching sessions reside 
with the teacher responsible for the teaching session. Students may ask for 
permission to record any teaching session delivered as part of their programme of 
study. All such requests should be made prior to the recording to the teacher 
responsible for the teaching session, and the decision on whether to grant permission 
is at the discretion of the teacher. Special provisions apply to students with a disability 
who wish to record teaching sessions. Please see the Disability Office for further 
details. 

If allowed by the tutor, recordings of teaching sessions may only be made for the 
personal and private use of the student making the recording. Students may not: (a) 
record teaching sessions on behalf of other students; (b) pass such recordings to any 
other person (except for the purposes of transcription, in which case they can be 
passed to one person only); and (c) publish such recordings in any form (this includes, 
but is not limited to, the internet and hard copy publication). Where students breach 
this policy, the College may regard this as a disciplinary offence. All such breaches will 
be dealt with in accordance with the College’s Code of Student Discipline. 
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