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THE "COLD WaAR"

As there ls irrationality in every nucan situgtion,
80 tnere must be elements of irrationality in the political
rivalry called the "cold war". (a) Can they de Getected?
(b) Could they bpe brougﬂt to the attention of some of

tnose involved with any hope of producing moéifications?

Of the two parties to tals rivalry, taere is little
doubt tnst the West 1s accessipble, 1,s, taose participating
in the process of government and those operating tae orgens
of public &iscussion are occasional readers of a wide range
of publications in wihich political psycholozy can be, at
least, summerily discussed (Encounter, Observer, a.da
tAEIT L10C2L cQulivalents.) —Inelr state of ming, is in many
cases, not so emotlonzl or 1rrastional that they would ve
quite unwilling to consider evidence if it was reasonably
presented.

Ine Drozd evidence of irrationality in tnils
particular relationship of the "cold war™ is, in part,
fairly obvious, If the worlé were to blow itself up
over a adlsagreement of the size and charzscter of the
recent dlisputes over Berlin ana Quoa, tnat would be an
irrational zct. It is, of course, qulte possible that
such an event might be Tforced on one side Dy the
uncontrollably irrational attitude of the other, But it
is also possible that, if one side is relatively free of
irrationallty, 1t may b€ able to handle its Gealings witha
tne otner in such = way as to avold such an event,

Is the more accesslble slde, i,e, our side, so
free of irrationality zs noﬁ to be worth studying? On

the face of it, tials does not seem to be the case,
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Irratlonal ideas o>f sufficient strengtn to causes serious
aiscalculztions can easily be scen zmong many who influénce
public opinion in 4merica; znd puolic opinion is =
powerful fzctor in conditioning United otates governuent
palicy.

‘here is, for ex;mple, s strong tendency in Americs
to think of tine "cold Wer" rivalry in unreal teras of

zbsolute Good and Zvil or =zbsolute Right znd Wrong.

fu

Comparatively few Axnericans can bear to anear themselves and
the Russicns discussed in tne manner coxnzon in Brituin (1.e.
as pelng in soimg r<spects coaparable rivals) withoout

mzking £ @ors-or-less sharp protest, lnere is relatively

53]

1ittle willingness in Americe to notice that important
changes nive occurred in Soviet soclety since tne ceath of
Stzlin. During the Berlin crisis of Sudier 1961, 1t was
usual to represent Lrushchev In editorials a2néd cartoons as
the spiritual heir to Hitler (zs Nasser wzg represcnted
nere at the time of osuez) and tais occurs, also, when

there is no specizal crisis, After tine recent Cuban
crisls, Aalzl stevenson was publicly zttacked for allezedly
neving 2dvocated 2 ssttlement by negotiztion ruather than
by the use of force znd was laprgely defended on the.grounds
that e nad not done tiais, ritner than that it was thae
rigant taing to do. All tne zbove zttitudes could, in
certaln circugstances, be dang<rous,

An even more striking example of irrationzlity in
American public tainxing is thne fuirly widesprezd velief
that there 1s an interncl dogestic Comuunist tiareat to
thelir soclety. Inls persists éGespite all evidence to the
¢ontrary znd colours public thinking »n worlda affzairs.

If these 2nG otheér such factors in Azerican public
thinking could be dispazssionately studisd, thne effect migat
make 2 veluable contripbution to zssisting our side of tie
"cold wzr" rivalry nsnéle tae other side with neigatened

éanity.
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One Giftlculty in carrying osut tais Praposzl 1s

$ir

that Areric:ins involvea in suecn 3TuGy would be lisble to

ce discrs@ited us Delng z2ppessers, 82ft-o001led, un-

Arericzn ete. : The effect of their work would be lisole
to be misrepresented zs bein: likely to wezken Aserics
P 5 J
in the “cold war". Inis 1llusion muy be 2 uzjor

Gifficulty; ‘out it is zlus an indicatiosn of the secrious

neea to zttempt tais work,

8ociety, despite tos tar zreater Gifticulties of making it
anG very lisited possibtilities of Gisseminstine 1t in
Russiz,

I would not prosose tast studies of "eola war

pecizl or strzined
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irrationalities saould pe ziven wny
relationship to ¢ study of tae inira Aedehn. Affinitics
woula undoubtedly be founéd in potn Calps — tne guality of
the anti-comaunisa >f the Joan Sirca soclety, the
"willenialisz" o tae Sommunists. Clearly, studies of
"eold wap! irpationzlities woulG be zrsatly helped by &
previous stuay of tne wiaird zeich.

I can o2nly ixagine all taiaz VeElng Gone with any

v

i

4 ProzGer study of the
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hope 2i sSucceas if it

political ssycnology of manging in sEnerzl,



