MA JAPANESE CULTURAL STUDIES/CREATIVE INDUSTRIES STUDIES
ENTRANCE TASK 2010-2011

‘Culture’ can be – and has been – defined in a multitude of ways. Quite often, such definitions serve specific purposes and interests – political, ideological, economic, aesthetic, and so forth. Please examine the following selection of texts and their views on ‘Japanese culture’ and their implications and write an essay of 1,500-2,000 words length. 
The following questions are designed to provide you with some guidance to the task: What is, in each primary text, the underlying definition of culture? How does that definition affect (or seek to affect) our understanding of Japan and its ‘culture’? Which purposes do these definitions serve? What problems do you perceive in these definitions?
Please submit your essay within two weeks of receipt of the task and by email attachment to the Admissions Tutor Dr Nicola Liscutin (n.liscutin@bbk.ac.uk) and CC to the Administrator Mariam Kassim-Ali (m.kassim-ali@bbk.ac.uk).

Primary Sources:

Text 1: 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Japan), Creative Japan – Introduction. Please access here:

http://www.uk.emb-japan.go.jp/en/creativejapan/introduction.html 

Text 2: 

Agency for Cultural Affairs. 2009. “Foreword” and “Foundations for Cultural Administration.” Available online  http://www.bunka.go.jp/english/index.html (accessed on 17 September 2009).
Secondary Source:

Barker, Chris. 2002. “Chapter 4: Culture as a Way of Life.” In Barker, Making Sense of Cultural Studies: Central Problems and Critical Debates. Sage Publications. (PDF FILE)

Please feel free to use further secondary sources.

