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The Birkbeck LLB Degree 2010/2011 

Welcome to the Birkbeck School of Law

The LLB programme is designed to give students a critical and analytical grounding in the fundamental principles of English law. The programme presents material in an historical and comparative perspective, and encourages student participation in order to foster the oral and argumentative skills necessary for professional success.  

_____________________________________________________________________________
Why should I choose Birkbeck?
Our evening study allows you to do more: All our courses, both part-time and full-time are taught in the evening, between 6pm and 9pm. Our Law School office is open until teaching starts at 6pm. 

We are a unique institution: Birkbeck is part of the University of London. As such, we combine a high-quality research culture with courses specifically designed for students who have diverse backgrounds, activities and interests. The interaction between such a range of students means you can learn as much from each other as you do from our lecturers. 

Our staff  are experts: our academic staff are recognised experts in their fields and approach law in an innovative way within a vibrant research culture. We are particularly interested in theoretically informed and multi-disciplinary approaches to the study of law with a special interest in introducing the scholarly values and methods of the social sciences and humanities into the study of law. 

We provide the support you need: In addition to lectures and seminars, we will allocate you a personal tutor who can provide you with one-to-one advice throughout the course of your degree. We also have an academic support officer who offers tutorials and Saturday workshops to support those students who would like to improve their study skills. In addition, you can use Birkbeck's wide range of student support and services while you are here. 

You can get access to world-class libraries: we are located in Bloomsbury in the centre of London and surrounded by many other University of London colleges and libraries. As a student here, you will have access to the College library and the University of London Library at Senate House, both of which are a short walk from the Law School. The British Library is just a short distance away. 

Our courses offer high-quality research-led teaching: Since our foundation, we have achieved an enviable reputation as a centre of innovative scholarship, teaching and learning. Our general teaching strategy is to ensure that, as far as is practicable, staff should be able to teach to their research. This ensures that our students are introduced to cutting-edge debates about the subjects they study by teachers who are making a significant contribution to the field. 

Our courses will help you in the future: We aim to provide an education in law that is critical, questioning and creative for students from all backgrounds. We seek to produce graduates who not only have knowledge of the relevant skills, rules and principles of law but are equally aware of the social, political, economic, philosophical and ideological aspects of the legal art. 
Career opportunities and progression: Whether Birkbeck graduates go on to practise law, research, teach, or even enter into different areas of work, we believe the training they receive will enable them to make the most of their opportunities and achieve the results that they desire.
Our mooting team and events: Birkbeck School of Law has developed a large pool of enthusiastic mooters who entered seven competitions in the 08/09 academic year, winning all of them and being praised for driving up the standard generally. Mooting training is given by Birkbeck graduates who are experienced barristers. 
What will I be studying? 
Full time programme and pattern of study (3 years) 

Full time students study 4 modules each year:
	Year Level
	Module Title



	Year 1
	Legal Methods and Legal Systems

	
	Law of Obligations 1 (Contract)

	
	Constitutional and Administrative Law

	
	1x 30 credit option module or 2 x 15 credit option modules

	
	

	Year 2
	Law of Obligations II (Tort)

	
	Criminal Law

	
	Property Law I (Land Law)

	
	1x 30 credit option module or 2 x 15 credit option modules

	
	

	Year 3
	Property  Law II (Equity and Trusts)

	
	Legal Theory I and Legal Theory II

	
	Law of the European Union

	
	1x 30 credit option module or 2 x 15 credit option modules

	
	


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part -Time programme and pattern of study (4 years)

Students study 3 modules each year:
	Year Level
	Module Title



	Year 1
	Legal Methods and Legal Systems

	
	Law of Obligations 1 (Contract)

	
	Constitutional and Administrative Law

	
	

	Year 2
	Law of Obligations II (Tort)

	
	Criminal Law

	
	1x 30 credit option module or 2 x 15 credit option modules

	
	

	Year 3
	Property Law I (Land Law)

	
	Property  Law II (Equity and Trusts)

	
	1x 30 credit option module or 2 x 15 credit option modules

	
	

	Year 4
	Law of the European Union

	
	Legal Theory I and Legal Theory II

	
	1x 30 credit option module or 2 x 15 credit option modules


Option modules
The modules listed below are the options that will be available to students in 2010/11. Not all modules run every year.
	Title
	Credit Points
	Year Level
	
	Title
	Credit Points
	Year Level

	Crime Fiction and Law
	15
	1&2
	
	Child Law
	15
	3&4

	Imprisonment and Justice
	15
	1&2
	
	Criminal Justice
	30
	3&4

	Law and Film
	15
	1&2
	
	Dissertation LLB
	30
	3&4

	Legal Communication Skills
	15
	1&2
	
	Evidence
	30
	3&4

	Legal History
	15
	1&2
	
	Family Law
	30
	3&4

	Advanced Constitutional Law
	15
	2
	
	Foundations in Company Law
	15
	3&4

	Environmental Law
	15
	2
	
	Human Rights
	30
	3&4

	Equality and Diversity
	15
	2
	
	Labour Law
	30
	3&4

	Freedom of Expression
	15
	2
	
	Law and Literature
	15
	3&4

	Law and Commercial Relationships
	15
	2
	
	Legal Practice Option
	30
	3&4

	Law and Control
	15
	2
	
	Medical Law and Ethics
	30
	3&4

	Legal Life Writing
	15
	2
	
	Private International Law
	15
	3&4

	Research Writing and the Legal Academy
	15
	2
	
	Public International Law and the Use of Force
	15
	3&4

	Adult Relations
	15
	3&4
	
	Refugee Law
	15
	3&4

	Advanced Studies in Company Law
	15
	3&4
	
	Intellectual Property Law
	30
	4


When will I be studying?

All the core LLB degree modules are offered in the evening between 6.00-9.00pm, Monday to Thursday, and consist of a combination of lectures and seminars. Evening study allows you to get more out of your time.  Optional modules are taught on Monday evenings for 1.5 hours at either 6.00pm or 7.30pm. See below for a sample of a 1st year LLB timetable
	
	

	Title
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	
	
	 6-7pm
	7-8pm
	8-9pm 
	 6-7pm
	7-8pm
	8-9pm
	 6-7pm
	7-8pm
	8-9pm

	Option module 

(Full time students only)
	Seminar  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Legal Methods & Legal Systems  
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lecture
	
	Lecture
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Seminar groups
	
	
	Group D, E & H
	Group F & G
	Group B 
	 
	Group A & C
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Constuitutional and Administrative Law 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lecture
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Lecture

	Seminar groups
	
	 
	 
	 
	Group G 
	 
	Group F
	Group C, D, H 
	Group A, B, E
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Law of Obligations 1 (Contract)
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Lecture
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Lecture
	 
	
	 
	 

	Seminar groups
	
	 
	Group A, C
	Group B
	Group D
	 
	Group E, H
	Group F
	Group G
	 


Where will I be studying?
The Birkbeck School of Law office is located at 16 Gower Street. This building is where the administrative and academic staff offices are and this is where you will go to see your personal tutors and collect and submit your essays.

In 2010/11 all core module teaching will take place at Friends House which is located at 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ. This is a short distance from the Birkbeck main building where the student centre and Library are located, and is a great location for evening classes, being close to Euston and Kings' Cross St Pancras mainline stations, and Euston Square and Warren Street tube stations.
How will my work be assessed?

Assessment is based on a combination of methods, including conventional unseen examination, seen and open-book examination, coursework such as essays, oral presentations and group projects.
How do I get more information?

If you would like more information about the LLB Degree at Birkbeck, or about the College itself, have a look at our website. The website has the most up-to date information but the School of Law office is also open between 10.00am and 6.00pm if you need to contact us directly.
Tel: 020 7631 6504/6511

School of Law Web: www.bbk.ac.uk/law 
Birkbeck Web: http://www.bbk.ac.uk/
E-mail: law@bbk.ac.uk
We look forward to welcoming you to Birkbeck Law!
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