Dear Colleagues,

I am writing with an update on the swine flu situation to provide some further advice and guidance for staff.


Whilst the College is continuing to operate as far as possible on a business as usual basis, I am sure you are aware from the media coverage of the escalating number of swine flu cases in London.  Unfortunately, we have now received a report that a Birkbeck student was confirmed as having contracted the illness early last week.  I would point out that the student concerned has not been into College since the diagnosis and was only a very occasional visitor beforehand.  The good news is that the student has now recovered.  However, given the overall London situation, we do need to prepare ourselves for more such reports.  We are continuing to monitor the situation and are taking the best available advice.  In addition, please take note of the following:

· Any member of staff experiencing flu-like symptoms [such as Fever >38oC;  Headache; Sore eyes;  Muscle aches; Nausea; Vomiting; Diarrhoea; Cough; Sore throat;  Difficulty breathing] should stay at home and contact their GP or NHS Direct (0845 4647).  If it is confirmed that you have contracted swine-flu please inform your line manager within the College in the first instance.  This will allow us to establish contact, and work with you, to best manage the situation.  

· If in your role as a line manager of staff, or through your student-facing responsibilities you are contacted by a member of College reporting that that they have been confirmed by their GP as having swine flu, it is important that you pass this information on via the special e-mail address swine-flu@bbk.ac.uk. Please leave your name and department and how we may best contact you and give the full name and department of the individual, indicating whether they are a member of staff or a student.    
· An email address of this kind may appear an impersonal route of communication in these circumstances but please rest assured this is simply to allow monitoring by a group of individuals to ensure a rapid and effective response.  Our priorities will be to contact you to discuss the situation and to contact the Health Protection Agency (HPA) for further advice if the HPA has not been in touch regarding the case already. 

  

Whilst the swine flu outbreak is accelerating, there are still positive simple steps we can all take to minimise the risks of infection and Tom McCartney has posted updated advice from our Occupational Health Service on the web: http://www.bbk.ac.uk/so/guidance/panflu 
I will email again with further updates as necessary.

With best wishes,

Keith
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