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                      Biography

                      I began at Birkbeck in the summer of 2011, and from 2017 to 2020 was Head of Department. Before that, I taught for six years at the University of Missouri-St Louis. I received my PhD from the London School of Economics. Before switching to philosophy, I did graduate work in economics, receiving an MSc, and undergraduate work in mathematics and history.
Away from academia, I have won money at tournaments in poker, pool, and foosball/table football. In my LSE days, I was captain of the University Challenge TV quiz team, reaching the grand final. More recently, I made my first ever hole-in-one in golf and also at last began to break 80.
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                      Professional activities

                      Honorary Secretary, British Society for the Philosophy of Science
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                      0000-0001-8791-8364
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                      Research overview

                      I am currently working on a book, tentatively titled 'Science in a Fragile World', about how to investigate a world in which laws and causal relations are intermittent and unpredictable. I think that:
1) Much of our world is like this, especially once we venture outside the confines of laboratories and engineered artefacts. It includes many of the issues that we care most about: war, environmental damage, pandemics, elections, and more.
2) These issues need to be investigated by historian-like detailed case studies. Unfortunately, familiar methods such as experiments are less useful, because their results cannot be relied on to generalize. There is a premium on accurate prediction, even though (in fact because) in messy cases it is difficult. Broadly speaking, I argue for more emphasis on local empirical work and less on development of abstract theory. 
This book project is the culmination of a longstanding interest in how knowledge is produced in these messy cases. What is the relation between the theoretical development of abstract models, and progress in terms of better predictions and explanations of real-world events? When can we rest content with after-the-fact explanation, and when should we insist instead on accurate prediction? What kind of knowledge do we really have if we can't predict well?
Although my research is mainly in philosophy of science, I have also written extensively on related themes in metaphysics, especially the notions of causation and causal explanation. These various strands connect when, for instance, analysing the use of statistical techniques to measure causation. I have also applied some of this causal training to debates around several other philosophical issues, including scientific progress, harm, innateness, and free will.
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                        Supervisions within Birkbeck:
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                        Current doctoral researchers

                        
                        	
                            MATTIAS AHLGREN

                            	
                                Nature of supervision:
                              
	Joint Principal Supervisor,
                                  Oct 2023
                                  onwards
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                                Nature of supervision:
                              
	Principal Supervisor,
                                  Sep 2019
                                  onwards
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                      Teaching modules

                      	Philosophy of Science (Level 7) (SSPL109S7)
	Research in Theoretical Philosophy (SSPL157S7)
	Research in Theoretical Philosophy (SSPL157S7)
	Research in Practical Philosophy (SSPL158S7)
	Knowledge and Reality (SSPL234S4)
	Knowledge and Reality (SSPL234S4)
	Critical Thinking (Level 6) (SSPL241S6)
	Evolution, Science and Morality (Level 5) (SSPL247S5)
	Philosophy of Science (Level 5) (SSPL285S5)
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