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	Essay Writing:  Structure


	


Why should an essay be well structured? Essentially, an essay that is well structured will show the reader, clearly, logically and step-by-step, how you have reached your final conclusion. Thought-provoking ideas and good arguments will lose their impact as a result of a badly structured essay.
Every essay must have an introduction, a main body and a conclusion with each containing the following:
Introduction
· Give the general background to the topic 

· State the purpose of the essay – what are you looking at? 

· State the essay’s argument– either ‘X is so’ or ‘whether X is so’ 

· State the stages the essay will develop through 

· State the limits of the essay 

Body
· Present evidence to confirm your argument 

· Critically evaluate your evidence 

· Present evidence which contradicts your argument 

· Critically evaluate this evidence 

Conclusion
· Summarise the outline of your essay 
· Confirm your argument 

· Identify any important focuses which are referred to in the argument 

Furthermore, to ensure a well-structured essay, each paragraph should have a clear link to the next. You could perhaps think of each paragraph as having the same structure as an essay. There is always a topic sentence to introduce what you will be discussing in the paragraph, and a concluding sentence which sums up what you have said and also links this paragraph to the next. These frame the main discussion.
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For more help contact Study Skills Support: studyskills@bbk.ac.uk, 0207 631 6683   www.bbk.ac.uk/studyskills

