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press release
Now we are FIVE! Introducing the fifth issue of the critically acclaimed literary magazine The Mechanics’ Institute Review (MIR).
MIR5 features previously unpublished short fiction from established authors Ali Smith, Toby Litt and Sarah Salway, alongside 17 stories by some of the very best new talent on the MA in Creative Writing at Birkbeck, University of London. MIR5 also includes an introductory essay by author Susan Elderkin and stunning illustrations by Pete Williamson.
With stories spanning five continents and covering everything from a dog with an identity crisis to an accidental kidnapping, justice by encyclopaedia and an unexpected clash between academic and pirate, this is a cosmopolitan collection packed with bold characters and brave voices.
The launch, on Thursday 25th September 2008, will be supported by readings from both established and student writers and publicity events at bookshops and other venues across London.
For interviews with the student authors and further information about MIR5, please contact the MA in Creative Writing Course Administrator, Anne-Marie Taylor, on a.taylor@english.bbk.ac.uk or visit www.bbk.ac.uk/mir.
Advance praise for MIR5
“The short-story form is in safe hands. These writers – unafraid to take risks, to experiment, to push at structure – will go some way towards ensuring the future of the short work of fiction. This is a reason to celebrate.”  – Niall Griffiths
“Excellent. A boost to all the victims of literary apathy.” – Dubravka Ugresic

Distribution: MIR5 is available via Gardners, from Amazon, from the MIR website and from bookshops throughout the London area.

ISBN: 978-0-9547933-5-7
Price: £7.99                                                                                                                 (continued overleaf)
Background
The Mechanics’ Institute Review is an annual literary magazine of new writing, edited and produced by students on the MA in Creative Writing programme at Birkbeck, University of London. The magazine, now in its fifth year, is produced under the direction of author and Birkbeck tutor Julia Bell. Previous issues have been reviewed by the Guardian, Times Literary Supplement, Times Education Supplement, Independent and Time Out. 

The MA Creative Writing programme is run jointly by the School of English and Humanities and the School of Continuing Education (SCE). Its director is Professor Russell Celyn Jones. The School of Continuing Education has a large and diverse programme of Creative Writing courses, including a two-year Certificate course.

The first Mechanics’ Institute in London was founded in 1823 by George Birkbeck. ‘Mechanics’ then meant skilled artisans, and the purpose of the Institute was to instruct them in the principles behind their craft. The Institute became Birkbeck College, part of London University, in 1920 but still maintains one foot in the academy and one in the outside world.
For further information on the MA Creative Writing at Birkbeck, please contact the Course Administrator, Anne-Marie Taylor – email: a.taylor@english.bbk.ac.uk.
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