
























































Saltmarsh Saltmarsh shortspurshortspur
AnisodactylusAnisodactylus poeciloidespoeciloides



Five-banded weevil wasp 
Cerceris quinquefasciata



FancyFancy--legged fly legged fly 
CampsicnemusCampsicnemus magiusmagius



RedRed--shanked carder bee shanked carder bee 
Bombus Bombus ruderariusruderarius



Distinguished jumping spider Distinguished jumping spider 
SitticusSitticus distinguendusdistinguendus



West Thurrock Marshes
Mathematics
• 32 Hectares
• 17 UK BAP species (only 3 from old list)
• 36 Red Data Book species
• 2 New to Britain
• 116 Notable
• 352 Local
• In total, 1300 species on 30 hectares

One of the very best sites in the UK for 
endangered invertebrates



“This is a 
stunning site: a 
cathedral for 
invertebrate life 
… the spiders’ 
York Minster.”
Simon Barnes, The 
Times

West Thurrock MarshesWest Thurrock Marshes
Religious StudiesReligious Studies



12/02/07: The development of West 
Thurrock Marshes is approved



The impacts

• 50% of site destroyed (including 70% of flower-rich 
grasslands)

• High impacts on 42 rare species, including 
Government priority species

• High probability of national, regional and local 
extinctions



Save the Marshes!
Buglife campaign starts

• Petition – 2,500 signatures
• Media coverage – The Times, Guardian, 

Telegraph, ITV, Radio 4, local press
• Early Day Motion – over 60 MPs from all 

parties
• Letters – Royal Mail, MPs… and the 

Government



‘Hello Tony’ (remember him?)



Buglife Goes To Court

22/02/08

Three grounds

Biodiversity Duty
Planning Guidance
EIA interpretation



The Judgement
Application to quash planning permission was 
dismissed 

Judge characterised the 2006 Biodiversity Duty 
as being a ‘weak one’

Impacts of the development ‘not significant’

Planning bodies do not have to follow national 
planning guidance if this conflicts with a narrow 
interpretation of their statutory regeneration 
role 



West Thurrock next steps

18-19th November – Court of Appeal
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Challenges to Nature Conservation

• Concept of natural
• Meeting the changing needs of 

endangered species
• Maintaining and providing early 

successional habitat
• Changing society



Solutions
1. Stronger underpinning of Biodiversity Lists
2. More resources for protecting and 

managing habitats (including SSSIs)
3. Better integration of the needs of species 

into the planning system
4. More attention to invertebrates                   

– Join Buglife!



www.buglife.org.uk


